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REPORT. 



THE SELECT COMMITTEE, to whom the Bill, intituled, “ A Bill to 
regulate the OfEce for Registering Deeds, Conveyances and Wills in 
[reland,'' was referred, with special Instructions to inquire into the 
Nature and Extent of the Duties and Responsibility of the 
Registuars of Deeds in Ireland and also into the Circumstances 
attendant on the making of Two Treasury Minutes of the same 
Date, granting £. 1,500 and £. 1,200 per Annum to the Registrars ; 

Have examined the Matters referred to them, and agreed to the 

following REPORT. 

T he Duties of the Registrar of Deeds appear to consist in the direc- 
tion, management and superintendence of the Office in which all 
Deeds affecting L^nds are registered ; an Office of the first importance, 
embracing in its operations, the entire Landed Property of Ireland. 

By the 6th Anne, c. 2, a Memorial of every Deed, (except Leases for 
terms of 21 years and under) by which Lands are affected, must be de- 
livered at this Office for registration, in order to give it priority over sub- 
sequent Deeds relating to the same Estate. Registration, therefore, with 
the abovementioned exception, is necessary for the security of all disposi- 
tions of Landed Property, whether by Lease, Sale, Settlement or 
Mortgage, without reference to greater or less extent of pecuniary con- 
sideration. 

During the period in which Registration has existed in Ireland, nearly 
600,000 Memorials of Deeds have been registered ; each of these Memo- 
rials may contain the names of several grantors and denominations of 
lands affected by the Deed ; the name of each grantor, and each deno- 
mination, having a different initial letter, roust placed in a separate 
Index, as fully as if the entire transaction were centered in them 
alone. The number of Alphabetical Lands Indexes, now required by 
law to 1)6 kept, exceeds 560. From a return of the Number of Grantors 
and Denominations of Lands, which appear in the 300 first Memorials 
registered during tlie present year, there appear to be, on an average, 
upw ards of two Grantors and five denominations of Lands stated in each 
Memorial ; if this standard were applied to the yearly average number of 
Memorials registered, there would be annually nearly 50,000 entru-s made 
in the several Indexes ; practically, however, this may be much under the 
real average, as three Memorials have been produced, registered within 
the last three years, which, between them, have furnished upwards of 
3,700 separate entries. 

Besides the entries in the Indexes of Lands and Names, short Abstracts 
of the contents of each Memorial must be entered, according to a pre- 
scribed form, in another set of books, called Abstract Books : each entry 
in this book, if properly kept, should be a condensation of the contents 
of the original Memorial. 
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4 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

The Memorial is subsequently carefully transcribed, for the purpose 
of ordinary reference, in order that the original Memorial may be as little 
as possible exposed to the danger of being injured through fraud or 
neglect. 

The Abstract Books, Transcript Books, and Day Books, furnish about 
20,000 entries annually, besides the entries in the different Indexes ; the 
Memorials are then carefully preserved in files, for reference, in presence of 
an Officer of the Establishment. 

There are two other classes of Books kept in this Office, one for the 
Registration of all Decrees in Ejectments obtained in the Court of the 
Assistant Barrister, the other for Entries of anonymous Partnerships. 

Whenever a Transfer or other disposition of Landed Property is about 
to take place, the first duty of the Solicitor of that Party who is to give the 
consideration, is to require a Search and Certificate from the Registry 
Office ; that is, to require the Registrar to certify, that he gives a correct 
statement of the Memorials, or Abstracts of Memorials, of all Deeds which 
have been registered in the Office during the period for which the Search 
is required. These Certificates form an essential part of the muniment of 
title to a large proportion of the property of Ireland. For the correctness 
of them the Registrar is responsible to the Public. The importance and 
extent of responsibility attached to this branch of the Registrar s duty, may 
be estimated by reference to a Statement or Return from this Office, which 
will be found in the Appendix to the Second Report of the Committee on 
Tithes in Ireland, by which it will appear that the amount of pecuniary 
Consideration on Registered Transfers and Dispositions of Property in 
Ireland, to which the Committee have adverted as furnishing the occa- 
sions on which such Searches and Certificates are given, average nearly 
Three Millions annually, in addition to the various dispositions of Property, 
the pecuniary Considerations for which do not appear expressed in their 
Memorials. 

Besides these occasions for Searches and Certificates, there are others 
also of importance, namely, on the commencement of Equity Suits affect- 
ing Landed Property, or the charges upon it, and also in Ejectment 
Causes, particularly for non-payment of Rent, in order to ascertain the 
necessary Parties to these Suits : in all which cases accuracy is indispen- 
sable for the safety of the proceeding. As original Deeds are frequently 
lost, or rendered illegible through neglect, or may be in the hands of 
parties who are not willing to give up possession of them, their Memo- 
rials are occasionally admitted in Courts of Justice aa evidence of the 
existence and contents of the original Documents. It is obvious, there- 
fore, how essential it must be to the Landed Proprietors of Ireland, that 
these Memorials should be placed in a situation the least liable to be 
defaced or fraudulently used. 

By the 8 Geo. i, c. 15, the Registrar is liable to an action for damages 
and full costs, for all injuries sustained by reason of errors which may 
have crept into his Certificates through fraud, collusion or wilful neglect. 

The Registrar is also responsible for the correctness of all Copies of 
Memorials or Abstracts which may be required, and also for the safe 
custody of the Books. 

Tlie Establishment of 'this Office consists of twenty-seven Persons, who 
are constantly employed. Over them, the Registrar must maintain a well- 
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regulated system of check and control, in order to preserve all Depart- 
ments in a'state of continual efficiency, so as to ensure both the greatest 
convenience to the Public, and at the same time to protect himself against 
the carelessness of so many individuals, each of whom is performing an 
important duty, from the erroneous execution of which the Registrar may 
at some future period be held responsible. The present Registrar is 
Mr. Moore, who was appointed to the Office shortly after the death of 
Lord Kilwarden, and who had been the acting Head of the Office for up- 
wards of thirty years preceding, under successive Deputations from his 
Lordship and his Predecessor. 

By the 9 Geo. iv. the Lords of the Treasury were empowered, on the 
death of Lord Kilwarden, to appoint his successor, to frame regulations 
for the discharge of the duties, and for the number and salaries of the 
persons to be employed. On this event taking place, such regulations 
were framed and agreed to by the Treasury ; they were laid before Par- 
liament within the time prescribed, and, no Legislative provision having 
been made to the contrary, they thenceforth became final and conclusive 
under said Act, as fully as if embodied in it. 

Mr. Moore, therefore, holds his office on the tenure by which his pre- 
decessors held it under the 6th Anne, viz. during good behaviour, subject, 
however, to the restrictions imposed, and in enjoyment of the privileges 
granted by the 9 Geo. iv. and the Treasury Minutes. 

The Office was formerly performed by Deputy ; but by the Treasury 
Minute of July 1830, the present Registrar must perform his duties in 
Person. This injunction is however modified by the power given in the 
Treasury Minute, of absenting himself altogether from the Office for thirty 
days, without permission of the Chancellor or Master of the Rolls. 
The words of the Minute are as follows : — “ My Lords are also pleased 
“ to direct, that all persons employed .should perform the duties of their 
“ respective offices in Person ; that the Registrar should not absent him- 
“ self from the Office for any period exceeding thirty days, without 
“ permission in writing from the Lord Chancellor or Master of the Rolls 

in Ireland.” 

Although the responsibility of the Registrar of Deeds was certainly 
great, yet, in effect, the Acts, under which the Registry Office is con- 
ducted, were, in some respects, so loosely worded, requiring duties to be 
performed, but placing no limit as to the period or precise form ; in others, 
so guarded, that serious difficulties were placed in the way of the Public 
in obtaining redress. For instance, how difficult it would be, in ordinary 
cases, to prove that errors, however material, have originated in fraud or 
collusion, or wilful neglect ? Again, if a requisition for a Search varied, 
in the slightest point, from the precise form given in the Statute, although 
the Registrar may have sanctioned the error by receiving the requisition 
without objection, and certifying upon it the result of his search, yet, on 
account of the original error, perhaps a clerical one, he was relieved from 
all responsibility. 

Again, Indexes are directed to be framed and kept up regularly, but 
no precision as to time was required ; some of the Lands Indexes have, 
under particular circumstances, been occasionally nearly two years in 
arrear ; during which period the Registrar could, where parties names 
are not given, shelter himself from the responsibility of giving a negative 
Certificate. In other respects, too, this is liable to be attended with 
public inconvenience, as more particularly stated in the Evidence. 
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6 REPORT FROM THE SELECT COMMITTEE 

The Memorials are now but partially compared with the Deeds, of which 
they purport to give the contents ; the Registrar is responsible only for 
the Names of the Parties, the Name and Situation of the Premises, and 
pate of the Deed, being correctly stated ; every other particular stated 
in the Memorial may be false, or not supported by the Instrument. 

The old Indexes have been found to be incorrect and defective in many 
instances. The Registrar is not held responsible for errors of the Index, 
unless it shall have been made during the period in which he has held the 
Office. 

The Registrar may be considered responsible generally for the manage- 
ment of the Office, but redress must be sought through the tedious and 
expensive process of an action for damages for the injury done. A sum- 
mary power is given to the Judges by the 9 Geo. iv., in certain cases, to 
recommend his removal from the office. This power, sufficient probably 
to check any gross neglect of duty by the Registrar, appears ill adapted, 
from the severity of the only penalty allowed, to prevent those less serious 
but more frequent errors, wliich strict attention to the office might have 
prevented ; besides, such an authority can only be had recourse to in cases 
that are taken up on public ground, as, though the Judge may have power 
to recommend Removal from the Office, he cannot order Compensation 
to the Party injured, there is therefore no inducement for any person to 
undergo the invidious task of trying to get a Public Officer removed, 
when he cannot himself be benefited by the removal, but when, on the 
contrary, the loss of a valuable Office might render the Registrar less 
capable of paying whatever damages might be awarded against him. 

The Committee have examined the Bill now before The House for the 
regulation of this Office, and find that it is calculated to provide for the 
defects to which they have just adverted in the existing state of the Law; 
but it will thereby very materially add to the duties, and increase the 
responsibility, of the Registrar. 

The precision required in the execution of the duties, will make a vigi- 
lant control over every branch of the Establishment absolutely indispen- 
sable to the Registrar, for his own protection ; it will also give increased 
facility to the Public to obtain redress, should neglect occur ; it will no 
longer be necessary to undertake to prove that the Registrar has done 
injury through wilful negligence ; he will be responsible for every neglect 
committed m any Department of the Office. 

In the more frequent cases which are likely to occur, complaints can be 
made to any of the Judges, who can summarily hear the case, and decide 
what Compensation shall be made to the Party injured (as far as £. 100) ; 
or if no one is injured, can fine the Registrar to tliat amount. This 
Compensation is not to be obtained by a tedious action at law ; the Reeis- 
trar will be obliged to pay it at once. ^ 

Abstract Books are to be compiled, and all the Indexes are to be 
reconstructed and corrected, from the commencement of the Registry ; 
this will extend the Registrar’s responsibility over the past 124 years, and 
Will be a task of great labour, demanding much care and attention from 
him, as the Indexes will require to be corrected, where necessary, by 
reference to the original Memorials. 

The 
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The Public will be admitted to the free use of the Indexes, and will 
have ample opportunity of making their complaints for inaccuracies or 
want of information. 

The entries in the Abstract Books will be considerably enlarged, on 
several very material points, which will require much attention on the part 
of the Head of the Office. 

An important extension will be given to the Indexes of Parties Names, 
by the addition to each entry, of tlie first denomination ot Land in the 
Memorial, with the County and Barony, or City, Town and Parish in 
which it is situated. 

The present Bill, while it imposes the entire management, superin- 
tendence and direction of every Department of the Office, as his duty, 
upon the Registrar, who is required to execute his duties in Person, takes 
away from him the protection in absenting himself from the Office for 
thirty days at a time, which he derives from the existing state of the Law. 

The Consolidation of Indexes directed by this Bill will require great 
care on the part of the Registrar. The present Consolidated Index of 
Parties Names is merely a transcript of three separate Indexes placed in one 
volume; but they are not formed into one Index, as will be required at 
certain periods, under the Bill. 

The Day Book is to be made an Official Book, and its scale consider- 
ably enlarged. The Registrar will now be responsible for the accuracy 
of it. 

Probably one of the most important points, so far as the Public is con- 
cerned, in which an additional responsibility will be placed on the Regis- 
trar, is the extension of the terms in which the requisitions for Negative 
Certificates may be made ; under the Bill, they may be varied as the 
Parties desiring the search may require, and it may be confined to 
names or lands, thereby diminishing the expense, !xit increasing the 
responsibility of the Officer who gives the Certificate. 

Another important duty will be, the strict comparison of the Memorials 
with the Deeds in several particulars not now requiring comparison, with 
a view of guarding the Public against fraudulent Memorials. 

Duplicates of the Indexes and other Books must be kept, with the same 
accuracy, and with the same precision respecting the time of their com- 
pletioDj as the original sets. 

If all the business of the Office were confined to the Registration of 
Deeds and the giving Certificates, the number and form of the books 
would be of little importance to the Public, and would be only of con- 
sequence to the Registrar for his own convenience. But the Public 
are admitted to search in the Office-books, ^this privilege under the 
new Bill is freed from certain regulations, framed under the sanction of 
the 9 Geo. iv, which are stated to have rendered it almost nugatory), it 
is essential, therefore, that they should be kept so clear, and so accurately, 
that the information sought, should be attainable with as great certainty 
and as little loss of time as possible. Should any Memorial, after being 
compared with the Deed, remain unentered in the Day Book ; should the 
Names of each Grantor not be entered in the Index of Names, within two 
days after the Memorial shall have been brought to the Office ; or should 
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any one denomination of land be omitted in its proper Index, after the 
seventh day, the Party aggrieved by the omission can bring an Action 
against the Registrar, or complain of the omission before a Judge. 

The Registrar is responsible for the safe custody of the Books of the 
Office, and has given Security to the Crown for the due discharge of the 
Duties of his Office to the amount of £.5,000 ; this Sum, however, is by 
no means to be considered as a limit to his responsibility. 

The Duties of the Registrar himself, being those of general direction, 
management and superintendence of a very large and important Establish- 
ment, coupled with responsibility for the correctness and continued effici- 
ency of its machinery, there does not appear to the Committee to be any 
precise or definitive executive duty which it would be desirable or just to 
the Registrar, to require him to perform personally, when he is considered 
responsible for every act done in the Office ; it is safer for the Public to 
allow him to direct the entire, than to bind him down to any particular 
duty. 

The Head of this Office ought to be a person in whose integrity, legal 
acquirements, and intelligence the Public may fully confide; his pro- 
fessional eminence should be such as to guarantee his possession of these 
qualities ; it is also most important that the individual who holds it should 
be possessed of private property, with a view of insuring his solvency, 
for the payment of any damages or compensation which may be judicially 
awarded against him. 

An individual, with such qualifications, cannot be expected to undertake 
so responsible an Office, without a corresponding Salary. On this point 
there is one consideration, which must influence The House in their 
decision, viz. from what Fund the Salary is payable, and who w'ould gain 
by a diminution of it. 

It has been already sufficiently recognized that the Surplus Fees of the 
Office, beyond the expenditure, should not be considered as any portion 
of Public Revenue; if, on an average of years, the Surplus of Receipts 
appears, to any great extent, to exceed the Expenses, less should be 
demanded from the Public for the work done ; a saving of Salary, there- 
fore, to the Registrar would not be a saving to the Public generally, but 
only to that portion of the Public who have business to transact at this 
Office ; it surely must be infinitely preferable to them, that such a Salary 
shall be appointed for this Officer, as shall induce not only men of 
intelligence and character to take the situation, but also persons whose 
private fortunes are sufficient to offer Security to the Public for their safety 
in relying on the acts of the Officer. 

The Committee, therefore, in reference to all these considerations, and 
also to the Evidence given by two very eminent and intelligent Solicitors 
as to the value, importance and responsibility of this Office, compared 
with certain other Offices, referred to by them, have come to the 
determination of recommending to The House that should the provisions 
of the Bill be carried into effect, the Salary of the Registrar of Deeds in 
Ireland should be established at £. 1,500 a’ year, and they have amended 
the Bill accordingly in this respect. 

In pursuance of the Instructions for that purpose given to the Com- 
mittee, a considerable portion of their time has been devoted to the 
investigation of the circumstances attendant on the making of Two 

Treasury 
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Treasury Minutes of the same date, granting different Rates of Salary to 
the Registrar of Deeds in Ireland. In the course of their inquiry, the 
Committee have found it necessary to call for the original Minutes, and 
also for the Departmental and Minute Books of the Treasury, and have 
examined Mr. Goulburn, Mr. Dawson, Lord Granville Somerset and 
Mr. Hoblyn. 

In order to put The House in full possession of all the facts of this part 
of the case, Copies of the several Minutes, with the Indorsement and 
Alterations which appear on them, have been added to the Evidence. 

The document called the First Treasury Minute, dated the 27th July 
1830, granting the salary of £. 1,500 per annum to the Registrar, appears 
to have been originally drawn upon the 13th of that month. On the 
envelope, the figures 27 have evidently been written on an erasure. 

In the Departmental Book of the Treasury this Document was treated as 
a regular Minute, and there can be no doubt that it was transcribed into 
the Book in which Copies are kept of all Minutes which have actually 
passed the Board. 

In compliance with the directions contained in this supposed Minute, 
Mr. Stewart, Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, on the 2d August 1830, 
wrote to Mr. Moore, requiring him to furnish an Account of the Sums 
received and disbursed in the Office to the 27th July preceding, and on the 
6th of the same month a copy of this Minute was forwarded to the then 
Chief Secretary for Ireland. 

Previous to this period, Mr. Moore hud been offered the situation of 
Registrar by the Duke of Wellington at a Salary of ii.loOO. per annum. 
This offer was conveyed in a Letter from Mr. Goulburn, dated 24th July, 
and was accepted by Mr. Moore on the 27th. Mr. Goulburn, in this Letter, 
states that the Lords of the Treasury had arranged the Office as required 
by the 9 Geo. IV. and had fixed the Salary at £.1,500. per annum. On 
the 6th August an official Letter was sent to Mr. Moore, signed by 
Mr. Dawson as Secretary to the Treasury, stating, that “ by desire of the 
Lords of the Treasury” he enclosed a copy of this Minute. And on the 
same day Mr. Vernon (Clerk of the Fees) applied by Letter to him for 
£.118. 6s.6d. as the amount of Fees and the Stamp Duty on appointment 
to an Office of £.1,500. a year. Mr. Moore having remitted the Sum 
required, on the 18th August the Treasury Appointment was forwarded 
to him. The Stamp Duty on this Appointment was £. 100., being that 
for an Office of £. 1,500. per annum. Had the Salary of the Office been 
only £.1,200. per annum, £.25. less Stamp Duty would have been 
payable. 

The Appointment does not state any precise Salary. The terms of it 
are “ at the established allowance of Salary.” At this period the Second 
Treasury Minute, appointing the Salary at £. 1,200. was not in existence. 

Although Mr. Moore is staled to have been in London, and to have had 
several communications with the Chancellor of the Exchequer on the 
subject of the Office, in the months of August and September 1830, the 
first announcement to him, of any intention to decrease his Salary, appears 
to have taken place about the end of October following, at which time the 
Second Treasury Minute had not passed. 
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The Committee are only guided as to the period at which the Second 
Minute was actually passed, by an entry in the Letter Book of the Irish 
Division, on the 18th November 1830. But there was no entry made in 
the Departmental Book of the Treasury, in November, of this Minute, nor 
was it- copied into the Minute Book of November. 

Mr. Dawson states, that on his return from Ireland, about the 27th July, 
he found a Draft of the First Treasury Minute, fixing the Salary at £. 1,500 
per annum, prepared to be submitted to the Board of Treasury, but that, 
on consultation with Two of the Commissioners, he withdrew it, in order to 
give time for reconsideration of the amount of Salary, and that he directed 
It should not be considered a Minute; that, by some mistake, the Docu- 
ment was taken off his table by Mr. Hoblyn, to whom he had given these 
special directions not to treat it as a Minute, and that it was entered in 
the Treasury Books, and acted on as if it had been a regularly passed 
Minute, though Mr. Hoblyn admits that he received such directions from 
Mr. Dawson. Mr. Dawson also states, that he was not aware of its 
having been so treated, until after the follow’ing December, when it was 
laid before Parliament by Mr. Rice. 

From the Evidence of Mr. Dawson, Mr. Goulburn and Lord Granville 
Somerset, it appears that the First Minute had never actually passed the 
Board of Treasury ; and that its being treated as a Minute originated in 
the error of Mr. Hoblyn, who had not recollected the directions given him 
by Mr. Dawson. 

So far, however, as Mr. Moore's rights are affected by these pro- 
ceedings, the Committee deem it unnecessary to enter into the consideration 
of his legal or equitable claim to the Salary of f. 1,500 under the First 
Treasury Minute, in connection with his appointment at the Salary then 
established, and the various communications held wth him on the subject; 
inasmuch as they have felt themselves fully warranted, under all the cir- 
cumstances, in recommending that the Salary of the Registrar shall be 
established at the rate prescribed by that Minute. 

The Committee have made such Amendments as they consider neces- 
s^y in the Bill, which, with these Amendments, they now Report to The 
House. ^ 



10 July 1832. 
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MINUTES OF EVIDENCE. 



Jovi&f 24 “ die Maiit 1832 . 

The Right hon. G. R. Daxcson, a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

1. WERE you Secretary of the Treasury at the period of Lord Kilvvarden*s Right Hon. 

death, the late Registrar of Deeds in Ireland? — I was. G. R. Dimson, 

2. At what period did that take place ? — It took place I believe, I am not quite “ 
sure of the month, but it took place in the summer of 1830 ; in the month of May 7 . 

or of June, I think, _ .4 >83.. 

3. What steps did the Treasury take to fill up that office ? — The Treasury were 
obliged by the Act of Parliament, the gth of Geo. 4, c. 57, to make a temporary 
regulation for continuing the establishment of the office. In the meantime they 
considered the recommendations of the Eighth Report of the Commissioners of 
Inquiry into Courts of Justice, and also the Act of Parliament passed in conse- 
quence of those recommendations, the Act of Parliament having left to them the 
sole power of forming and regulating a new establishment. There were in conse- 
quence of Lord Kilwarden’s death, a great number of applications made to the 
Duke of Wellington and to Mr. Goulburn, for the office of registering deeds. 

Amongst the rest was an application from Mr. Mooi*e, who had for many years 
acted as deputy in the office to the late Loi'd Kilwarden. As the subject was one 
of considerable importance, and various representations having been received from 
Ireland of the necessity of altering the establishment of the office altogether, the 
Board of Treasury thought it necessai*y to take every due precaution before they 
filled up the vacancy, or hastily formed the establishment. There w’as, I believe, 
a good deal of communication between Mr. Moore and Mr. Goulburn, the Chan- 
cellor of the Exchequer, upon his application to be appointed registrar of deeds 
under the new regulations; and it was finally determined that he was to be the 
person, and as the public service might have suffered from any vacancy in the 
appointment, he was given to understand that he might continue to perform 
the duties of the office, in fact that he was appointed to the office ; but that the 
Treasury would take some time to consider the amount of salary that was to be 
given to him as registrar ; and also the amount of salary to be paid to the dif- 
ferent officers of the establishment. 

4. Was this communication made before the Treasury minute of 27th July 
jggo? — Yes ; I believe a good deal of this must have taken place in conversation 
between Mr. Moore and Mr. Goulburn and myself. The first official document 
that I recollect upon the subject was the appointment of Mr. Moore as registrar, 
without any specified salary at all. 

5. In what manner was Mr. Moore informed that the salaries would be fixed 
afterwards, when the Treasury had time to consider what was the proper amount 
of salary? — I am not aware what took place between Mr. Goulburn and Mr. Moore 
as to the amount of salary ; but when the subject had been duly considered, a rough 
copy of a minute was made, appointing the duties that Mr. Moore had to perform, 
and settling the amount of salary for himself and the officers of his establishment. 

In that paper, I do not wish to call it a minute, the amount of salary stood at 
1,500/. a year. 

6. By whom was that communicated or drawn up ? — That paper was drawn up by 
Mr. Stewart, the assistant secretary of the Treasury. I had just returned from 
Ireland when this paper was about to be presented to the Board of Treasury, and 
I beg here to state, that no paper can be considered a minute of the Treasury until 
it has received the approbation and assent of three Lords at least of the Treasury. 

This paper was never submitted to the Lords of the Treasury. 
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14 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

7 . Do you mean submitted to them as a Board ? — As a Board ; because it was found 
that at that time several reductions had been made in the different establishments ; 
amongst others, in the Excise, and in the Customs, by which the salaries of the 
different officers were altered, and the Lords of the Treasury considered that the 
same kind of reduction should apply to the office of Registrar of Deeds. I withdrew 
the paper therefore without having submitted it, and it never did become a minute 
of the Treasury. 

8. In consequence of those reductions going on in other departments, you with- 
drew it until that subject should be properjy considered? — Exactly. 

9. By whose directions was the paper called a minute by the Secretary of the 
Treasury in the minute December 1 830, prepared ? — That paper was prepared by 
Mr. Stewart, the assistant secretary of the Treasury ; it was prepared by him under 
the directions of Mr. Goulburn, but more in conformity with the recommendation 
of the Commissioners of Inquiry than I believe special directions from Mr. Goul- 
bura, as to the amount of salary, for in the Report of the Commissioners of 
Inquiry, a new establishment of the office was drawn out, and 1,500/. a year was 
the sum recommended by those Commissioners to be given to the registrar under 
the new establishment. 

10. What Commissioners do you mean? — The Commissioners of Inquiry into 
Courts of Justice in Ireland. 

11. In 1819 — Yes, the Eighth Report. However, it must be recollected that 
that Report was made a great many years back, and that there had been a con- 
siderable alteration both in the amount of salaries given to public officers since that 
period, and in the value of money. 

12. Is Mr. Stewart now in the Treasury? — He is. The Lords of the Treasury 
very properly considered that this part of the subject, respecting salary, should of 
c-ourse be reconsidered, and that was the reason why the paper which was intended 
to have been submitted to the Treasury was not submitted. The subject was after- 
wards reconsidered. 

13. Are you aware of this first minute or paper having been forwarded to Mr. 
Moore, as the salary with which he was appointed to the office ? — No, I was not 
aware of it. 

14. Were the Treasury engaged at the time when you returned from Ireland in 
revising the salaries of the different officers ? — Yes, they were. 

15. And it was in consequence of the revision going on that you deemed it right 
to withhold submitting that paper till the whole circumstances should be considered ? 
— Certainly. 

16. Are you aware of Mr. Vernon, the receiver of fees of the Treasury, having 
communicated to Mr. Moore by a letter dated the 6th of August 1830, that he was 
appointed to the situation of registrar at a salary of 1 ,500/. a year ? — I was not aware 
of that at the time j but I have become since aware of that, and I will explain to 
the Committee how I think that originated. The paper drawn up by Mr. Stewart 
I kept, and I sent for the chief clerk of the department of the Treasury, who super- 
intends all matters relating to Ireland, Mr. Hoblyn, to inform him that the paper 
drawn up by Mr. Stewart was not to be considered as a minute of the Treasury. 

17. What was the date of that ?— About the end of July; perhaps the 30th 
of July, immediately after my return. J told Mr. Hoblyn repeatedly that the 
paper was withdrawn ; but the subject of this office and of the salary had become 
a matter of conversation at the Treasury ; and Mr. Hoblyn, I presume, bad in- 
formed Ml-. Vernon, who is the receiver of fees, and who makes out all appoint- 
ments of the Treasury, that this was to have been an office of 1,500/. a year. 
I stated in the beginning of my examination that Mr. Moore was to be appointed 
to the office for his own convenience, without salary at the time, and that the salary 
was afterwards to be settled. 

18. Did you inform him of that by letter?— No, I did not. Mr. Vernon, in 
drawing out the appointment for Mr. Moore, thought it necessary to state a salary, 
and carelessly, without coming to me, he went, I presume, to Mr. Hoblyn, and 
asked him what was the nature of the office, and if he knew what was the amount 
of the salary ; Mr. Hoblyn very inconsiderately, and very much to my surprise, as 
I found out afterwards, stated that this was to be 1 ,500 /. a year ; the conwquence 
was, that Mr. Vernon drew out the instrument for his appointment, and stated in 
the body of the instrument that the salary was to be 1 ,500 /. a year, which it was 
necessary to state, because a stamp in proportion to the amount of salary is affixed 
to the instrument, and the parties pay a duty according to that amount. That was 
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.the cause of Mr. Vernon’s mentioning that to Mr. Moore ; but I must say that Right Hon. 
Mr. Vernon was not justified in doing it, without a reference to the secretary of G. R. Dawson, 
the board, nor was Mr. Hoblyn justified in stating to him 1,500 1 . a year as the 
amount of salary, after my warnings to him. aTwaTiTw 

19. Was it after you had spoken to Air. Hoblyn, and cautioned him, that he y 3 • 

made that communication to Mr. Vernon ? — I presume it was, because I told 

Air. Hoblyn that that was to be considered an imperfect paper, from the moment it 
came to my notice. 

20. Is Mr. Vernon the person to make appointments ? — Air. Vernon would be 
the person, if the application were made to him, as Mr. Aloore did make an 
application. 

21. This letter appears to be dated the 6th of August 1830 ; did you by letter 
of the same date, the 6th of August, apprise Mr. Moore of his appointment, and 
enclose a copy of the Treasury minute of 27th of July, stating that Ins salary 
was 1,500 l.t — Mr. Moore has showm me a letter, in which it appears that I did 
write to him at that date, and that a copy of that document was enclosed 
in the letter. I was in the habit of writing to Mr. Moore officially for returns 
from his office of the amount of duty performed by him, in consequence of appli- 
cations by the Society of Solicitors in Dublin ; and the Committee, perhaps, know 
that a Secretary of the Treasury gives orders for those things, but that it is utterly 
impossible for him to peruse every letter, to see that it is properly worded when it 
comes before him ; the business of seeing these directions properly executed is 
entrusted to the chief clerks of the department ; and Mr. Hoblyn was the person 
that superintended this department ; he brought me a letter addressed to Mr. 

Moore ; I conceived, seeing that it was addressed to Air. Aloore, that it was a repe- 
tition of the letter that I had been in the habit of writing to him for returns ; there 
was no enclosure at the time, because an enclosure w’ould have attracted my atten- 
tion ; but it was a simple letter of a few lines, trusting to Mr. Hoblyn, as a Secre- 
tary of the Treasury must constantly do, because he cannot peruse all the letters 
that come under his notice every day ; it must be considered, in fact, that he does 
trust to the chief clerks of the department for the proper inspection of those letters ; 

J conceived that by sig ning the letter I was signing an official order, which I had 
had occasion to do three or four times before to Mr. Aloore from this office ; but 
to my surprise, a few days afterwards I found that Air. Hoblyn, notwithstanding 
my injunctions to him, had sent him a copy of this, which I had told him a few 
days before was not to be considered a minute ; and that was the way in which 
this paper to which I have alluded has been regarded in the light of a minute, 
and which has consequently deceived Air. Aloore, and subsequently Mr. Rice also, 
who presented it to the House of Commons as a minute of the Treasury. 

22. Does the clerk in the Treasury ever bring letters to be signed by the 
Secretary of the Treasury which he has received no instructions specially to write :•* 
r-No. 

23. Then he must have received instructions from some person to write this 
letter to be forwarded to Mr. Moore ? — I conceive that he could not have received 
instructions from anybody to write that letter, but that it must have been from 
a mistake of his own that he wrote it, and I had occasion afterwards to speak to 
Air. Hoblyn before Air. Rice. When 1 found that those two papers were sub- 
mitted to Parliament as minutes upon the same subject, which took place after 
I had retired from the office of Secretary to the Treasury, I called upon Air. Rice, 
and I requested him to send for Mr. Hoblyn, and before Air. Rice I asked 
Mr. Hoblyn if I had not repeatedly desired him not to use that first paper as 
a minute of the Treasury. Mr. Hoblyn was of course obliged to state that I had 
repeatedly cautioned him. I then asked him how he could put that paper into 
Air. Rice’s hands as having received the authority of the Treasury and become 
a minute of it ; Mr. Hoblyn very properly said that it was a mistake on his part, 
and that the mistake did not occur to him until he had seen the paper printed by 
order of the House. 

24. If the document in question, which has been called a minute, did not give 
any directions that a letter should be written to Air. Aloore appointing him to his 
office, but merely that a letter should be written to Mr. Aloore desiring him to 
give an account of the sums that he had received since Lord Kilwarden’s death, 
how could any clerk in the Treasury take upon himself to write a letter . acquainting 
a gentleman with an appointment at a particular salary, when there had been no 
instructions given to tliat effect ? —I am very sorry to say that it was entirely 
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a mistake of Mr. Hoblyn, that he forgot the repeated instructions I gave him, and 
a mistake I did not destroy the paper, which I was very sorry for but 
Mr. Hoblyn knew perfectly well from me, as Secretary of the Treasury, that it had 
not passed the Board ; I told him repeatedly that if any question was put respectine 
It he was to give no answer to it. ® 

25. Are regular books kept of what are considered the regular minutes of he 
treasury? — Yes. 

26. Then whether this is a regular minute of the Treasury or not will appear 

will It not, by its being entered, or not being entered in those regular minutes 
of the '^easury?— I conceive that no document can be entered upon the books 
ot the Ireasury until it has actually become a minute of the Treasury by the 
approbation of the Lords of the Treasury. ^ ^ 

27. Are the minutes of the Treasury of the preceding meeting read over at the 

next meeting, m order to certify that they are a correct account of the proceedinirs 
of the previous meeting No, they are not, because the secretary is answemble to 
the Board for anything being inserted in the books that is not a minute of the 
Ireasury, and the chief clerks are responsible to him for the correct entr\' of the 
minutes. It vvould be impossible, from the time it would take, to read the minutes 
of the Receding Board at a subsequent meeting ; they are of a very voluminous 
description. When I was at the Treasury, 27,000 papers were submitted to the 
Ireasury, and it would be impossible to read over the minutes founded on so manv 
papers twice over. ^ 

28. Are not the details read ? — A minute of the Treasury is always read but not 
signed by the Lords of the Treasury ; a minute of the Treasury receives their 
approval. 

29. Are the titles read ? — They are. 

30. Is this document entered as a minute on the books or not^— I do not think 
It IS. I never inquired into that, because I was so firmly convinced in my own 
mmd that it could not be considered a perfect document, or in other words a minute 
and become a minute, that I never thought of asking Mr. Hoblyn whether it was 
inserted in the book or not. 

31. Are you aware that in July 1830 Mr. Goulbum wrote to Mr. Moore in- 
forming him that he had been appointed to the office, with a salary of 1 <;oo 1 . 

I was not aware of that. Mr. Goulhurn might have written from his own office • 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s office is distinct from the Lords of the Trea- 
sury, though he IS a Lord of the Treasury, and Jlr. Goulhurn might therefore have 
informed him without making a communication to the other Lords of the Treasury 

32. Ihe present Secretary of the Treasury, in a minute of December 30th, laid 
before the House, states, “ .My Lords read the entry of a minute of this Board, 
dated 2 ,th of July 1830, made in pursuance of the powers vested in them by said 
Act. May not the Committee infer from that, that so much of the form had^ been 
gone through in the books of the Treasury as to constitute it what is usually con- 
sidered a minute r~This subject came under Mr. Rice’s consideration, who suc- 
ceeded me m the office of the Secretary to the Treasury, a very few days after his 
appomtment to the office, and I believe in looking into the Act of Parliament he 
found that he was bound to present the paper appointing a registrar, with the 
amount of salary, within a very few days from the time that he took the office ■ he 
herefore called for the appointment, and Mr. Hoblyn by mistake brought him down 
that paper as a minute, which I cannot allow can be called a minute, because itnever was 
a perfect document. He brought him down that paper, which Mr. Rice presented 
to the House, or told me m the House of Commons he was about to present. 1 stated to 
Ml . Rice m the House of Commons that there was a mistake, and that what appears to 
be the second paper there, which is in fact the minute, was the only paper whSad 
received the assent of the Board. Mr. Rice I believe, when he returneJ back to 

fl lffir^rHoH I 'i ““I** “ aatisfactory communication 

fiomhim. Ml. Hoblyn X suppose did not know what information to <nve him 
■and Mr. Rice hnding both papers before him presented both to the House of 
Commons. Upon my reading those printed documents, I immediately waited upon 
Mr. Rice at the Trepury, and as I stated before, I desired him to send Z 
Mr. Hoblyn and in his presence, I called to Mr. Hoblyn’s recollection wha“ had 
taken place betitocn him and me, and he of course was obliged to state to 

domimlnt. ^ 

33 - What period elapsed from the Treasury agreeing to the first paper or 

minute, 
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minute, and their making the second ?— I really cannot undertake to say what 
time elapsed. 

34. From recollection can you say whether it was one or two, or three months? 
— I should think it must have been in October. 

35. Was that paper in October submitted to the Treasury by you r — It was. 

36. Do you recollect whether it was ante-dated ?— I really cannot make out how 
the mistake of the date arose, because 1 recollect perfectly well myself writing 
down the heads of the minute, and I cannot recollect whether I put any date on it 
or not, or whether it was a mistake of Mr. Hoblyn putting the date of the first 
minute on the second paper. 

37. Then nearly three months having elapsed before the determination of this 
subject, within what period from the first document being transmitted to Mr. Moore 
did you receive any communication from him, giving you to understand that 
he accepted the office at the salary of 1,500/. a yearr — I never had any con- 
versation with Mr. Moore as to the specific amount of salary ; but I had always 
told Mr. Moore as well as 1 recollect, in conversations with him upon the subject, 
that the delay in actually settling with him arose upon the question of salary ; but 
I never thought it necessary to mention to him, as I understood he had accepted 
the office, and as I was not authorized to mention it to him by those superior to 
me in office, whether the salary was to be 1,500/. or 1,200/. 

3S. When did you understand him to accept the office ? — About the 22d of July. 

39. Did you see him between that and October ? — 1 cannot tell ; I am not quite 
sure whether I saw him between those periods, because I have bad several conver- 
sations with him upon his office, and I am not sure when those took place. 

40. How soon was it after this letter of the 6th of August had been forwarded 
to Mr. Moore that you knew of it? — Not till Mr. Moore himself showed it me. 

41 . At the time of the second minute being agreed to, were you aware, or were 
the Treasury aware that Mr. Moore had actually been appointed at 1,500/. a year, 
and accepted the office ?— Certainly not ; I am quite convinced that the Lords of 
the Treasury did not know it, and I am quite sure that I did not know it. 

42. Mr. Moore remitted the amount of the fees on his appointment with 1,500/. 
a year, immediately on receiving the appointment ^ w’as there anything in that fact 
to lead the Lords of the Treasury to think that he had been appointed with a salary 
of 1,500/. a year? — The Lords of the Treasury did not know anything about it. 
Mr. Vernon is the receiver of fees, and he accounts for the receipt of the fees at 
a particular period, and that circumstance might have happened without the Lords 
of the Treasury knowing it. 

43. Did Mr. Vernon communicate to you upon the subject? — No, he did 
not. 

44. Did you give the warnings to Mr. Hoblyn between the first and second 
document, or after the second document had been executed ? — 1 gave my warnings 
before the paper had been withdrawn from the Board, because 1 knew myself that 
it was right to give him those warnings. 

45. Did you know that Mr. Moore had any information of the change till the 
22d of October ? — No. 

46. Had he communications from you personally? — I really do not know the 
particular times ; 1 do not think I wrote to him upon the subject. 

47. You cannot say positively whether you had any conversation with him 
between July and Octcfher? — If Mr. Moore was in London, and called u^u me. 
most probably I spoke to him upon the subject of his office ; but I am quite sure 
that 1 never gave him to understand that he was to receive 1,500 /. a year salary 
with the office. 

4S. For what period was this delay, did it last for one month or for two months ( 
1 cannot call to mind whether it was one month or two or three months. 

49. When did you first ascertain that the mistake had taken place? — The first 
intimation 1 had of it was upon reading the printed documents of Parliament. 

50. Then you were not aware in October that Mr. Moore was labouring under 
a mistake from July to October?— No, I was not. I was so perfectly convinced m 
my own mind, from the repeated warnings I had given Mr. Hoblyn, that it never 
occurred to me that it could have taken place. 

51. You are not aware of any communications between July and October upon 
the subject? — No, because the letter that I signed was under a wrong impression 
that it was one of the official communications which 1 was in the habit of sending 
to him. There was a Mr. Dunn, who was the secretary to the Society of Solicitors 

rn-2. 0 I believe 
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I believe in Dublin, who wrote to me frequently as Secretary of the Treasury, 
calling upon me, in justice to the public, to call for certain returns, in order to 
show the amount of duty performed by Mr. Moore, before the public should be 
charged with a high salary for it. Of course this letter was one not to be neglected, 
and I did repeatedly call for those returns ; there was some delay in making them, 
and I think 1 wrote one or two official letters to Mr. Moore upon the subject, and 
I conceived that I was signing one of those letters when Mr. Hoblvn brought me 
this letter, enclosing a copy of this document. It was certainly an error of me in 
not looking over the letter, but from the nature of my duties I could not look over 
all the letters. 

52. From what you have stated, are the Committee to understand that you 
conceive that Mr. Hoblyn wrote this letter to Mr. Moore entirely from his own 
motion, without any instructions whatever upon the subject from the Secretary 
of the 'Freasury ? — He certainly received no instructions from me. 

53. Was there any other person authorized to give instructions than you? 

I think, after the repeated instructions 1 had given Mr. Hoblyn, he ought not to 
have taken the instructions of anybody upon the subject. 

54. The Commissioners in the Eighth Report recommended that the security 
to be given by the registrar should be 20,000 /. ? — Yes. 

55. By the second minute of the Treasury, it appears that th^y reduced that 
security to 5,000/., on what grounds did they do so j was it on the application 
of Mr. Moore? — It was not j but I believe it was considered that the security 
merely for the preservation of deeds, not involving any security of money in itself, 
was unnecessary, at least that the proposed amount was too high, and as the pro- 
portion of security involved the amount of salary, that the security might be 
reduced, and with it the amount of salary. 

The Right hon. Henr^ Goulhum, a Member of the Committee, Examined. 

56. WHAT official situation did you hold in July 1830? — Chancellor of the 
Exchequer, and one of the Commissioners of the Treasury. 

57. Two papers have been laid before Parliament, purporting to be two minutes of 

different dates, will you explain that?— I myself drew three drafts of minutes 
respecting the office of registering deeds in Ireland. The first draught did little 
more than give effect specifically to the Report of the Commissioners upon tlie 
subject. The second draft was the first document presented to the House, and the 
third was that which was actually intended to become a minute of Treasury. In 
the former of the two papers presented to Parliament the salary was propped at 
1,500/., with a security of 20,000 /. Upon further consideration, it appeared that 
that extent of security was not requisite for the public interest, and 1 therefore 
proposed a salary of 1,200 /. a year, with a reduced security of 5,000 /. The former 
of those two papep was by some mistake considered a minute of the Treasury, and 
acted upon accordingly. ’ 

58. Did you ever consider it to be a minute ? — Certainly not. 

59. Nor gave any orders for it to be so considered ? — No. 

60. Was it upon the books of the Board ?— That I cannot answer. 

61. Did you write to Mr. Moore r— I think I wrote to Mr. Moore previous to 
the formation of the first minute j I took the Duke of Wellington’s pleasure upon 
It about the end of J uly j and I then certainly wrote to Mr. Moore, stating to him 
that he had been appointed to the office with a salary of 1,500 /. 

62. What period elapsed between the first and second of vour private sketches, 
do you suppose?— I cannot speak positively ; but I know there was a considerable 
period of time elapsed, because there was a great deal of discussion upon the 
duties of the office, and the succession to it ; I suppose it was six weeks or two 
months. 

^8- J®tter to Mr. Moore bears date about the period of the first docu- 

ment ? — Yes. 

64. Do you recollect whether in making out the drafts of those two letters vou 
entered the date yourself ■ — I should think that neither were dated. 

written at the same time as they purport to be here ; of the same 
date No, there was some interval between, but 1 do not know what. 

66. There was a considerable period elapsed between the second of vour drafts 
and the third ? — Yes, there must have been. 

67. The third was a draft of the minute which actually passed ?— Yes. 

68 . Are 
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68. Are the Committee to understand that the salary was reduced in consequence Rig'y Hon. 
of the security being diminished, and not in consequence of any different feeling 

about the responsibility of the office? — Certainly. 

69. Was that done at the request of Nlr. Moore, or did Mr. Moore feel a wil- 
lingness to give security to any amount that might be required of him?— I have 
no recollection of that being done at the request of Mr. Moore. 

70. Did you ever communicate to Mr. Moore that any change had taken place 
in the salary after the first letter upon the subject ? — No, 1 do not think I did. 

71. What led the Treasury to suppose that 20,000/. security was too high; 
was it upon any representation of professional persons? — I cannot recollect at pre- 
sent the particular persons with whom I had the communication in the interval, 
but I had a good deal of communication ; and it was universally represented to 
me that 20,000 /. was a very large and unnecessary secui’ity. 

72. Was it communicated to you about that time that the registrar of \orkshire 
did not give so large a security ?— ^ es. 

73. Did the Lords of the^Treasury consider on what grounds the registrar was 
called upon to give security at all, was it for the due keeping of the papers ? — It 
was for what is prescribed in the Act of Parliament. 

74. You drew three drafts; the second and third drafts bear date the same 
day? — Yes. 

75. You drew the third draft at some period subsequent ? — Yes. 

76. What is the reason that the third draft bears date the 27th of July .' — I can- 
not explain that further than this, that the drafts of Treasury minutes are fre- 
quently not entered till some time after they have been made ; and I apprehend it is 
in consequence of this, in the present instance, that the mistake originated. When 
the Treasury minute upon the subject of the registrar's office was entered, it was 
nrobably entered by the clerk as of the date of the first draft. 

77. The former is used for the latter, and therefore was dated the same day ? — 

Yes, I suppose so. 

78. Why did the first draft never appear ? — It probably never went out of my 
private secretary’s hand, or never went into the Treasury. 

79. Do you remember receiving a letter from Mr. Moore about the 30th of 
October, remonstrating against the change of salary, and stating that he had then, 
for the first time, received information of that change? — Yes. 

80. In a former answer, you stated that you had received several representations 
with respect to the duty of the office of registrar ; was it in consequence of the 
communication you received that you recommended the reduction of the salary 
from 1,500/. to 1,200/., or solely on the ground of the diminution of the security ? 

— As far as I recollect, solely on the ground of the diminution of the security. 

81. Had you any impression on your mind that there was more than one minute 
with respect to the appointment of Mr. Moore, at a salary of 1,500 /. a year.- — Not 
till I saw that paper presented to Parliament. 

82. Did the Lords of the Treasury consider the condition for which this recog- 
nizance was required from the registrar ? and if so, did they take any means, by 
inquiring of professional men, to ascertain what were the duties for the due perform- 
ance of which the recognizance was given ? — I think that the ground upon which 
they proceeded was this : in the Act of Anne, which regulates the office, 20,000/. 
is stated as the sum which ought to be the security ; and the Commissioners of Judi- 
cial Inquiry fix the salary at 1,500 /. a year. When I found, from inquiry about the 
office in Yorkshire, that less security was deemed quite adequate for the preservation 
of deeds there, I saw no reason to burden the individual with that enormous secu- 
rity ; and I thought that diminishing the security, it was just to diminish the 
salary. 

83. Had another circumstance any influence on the amount of salary ; in the first 
of those documents, being the second, in fact, of the drafts, no leave of absence is 
given to the registrar, and lie is appointed, with 1,500/. a year; but in the third 
of the drafts he is appointed with 1,200/. a year, but has a leave of absence given 
},im? — I cannot undertake to say whether that influenced me or not; there were 
several other amendments made. 

84. Was the leave of absence given to Mr. Moore upon his application?— 

I really cannot undertake to say. 
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Mercurii, 30 “ die Maii, 1832 . 

George Moore, Esq. called in j and Examined. 

85. WHA F situation do you at present hold in the Registry Office ? — I am 
Principal Registrar of Deeds in Ireland. 

86. Since what period have you held that situation r — My appointment bears 
date the 27th of July 1830. 

87. Have you that appointment to produce? — I have. 

[The Witness produced the sameJ] 

88. Were you in the registry office previously? — Yes, for a great number of 
years. I was the acting head of the registrar’s office under successive deputa- 
tions ; the first from Mr. Ogle, who was the predecessor of the late Lord Kilwarden, 
and the second from Lord Kilwardeu, who was my predecessor. 

89. What situation did you nominally hold in the registry office?— Deputy 
registrar. 

90. At what time did Lord Kilwarden die ? — He died on the 1 9th of May 1 830, 

91. Then, since May 1830 you have acted as registrar? — Yes; the business of 
the office, under a clause in the 9 Geo. 4? proceeded with the same officers, and in 
the same manner, between the time of his death and my appointment, as it had 
done before. 

92. For how many years have you acted as the head of the office?— My original 

appointment was in the month of February 1799, appointment by Lord KiU 
warden was in September 1814, Mr. Ogle, his predecessor, having died the Au^^ust 
preceding. ** 

93. Did you act all that time as the head of the office ? — I did : in the first year 
or two, however, after my appointment took place under Mr. Ogle, I did not so 
actively interfere in the government of the office as subsequently, when I had 
acquired more experience, but ever since I have so acted. 

94. On Lord Kilwarden ’s death, did you make application for this situation } 

On Lord Kilwarden’s death, what I did was this : I notified to the Government 
(as well as I recollect, it was in a letter to Sir Robert Peel, the Home Secretary) 
the event of Lord Kilvvarden’s death ; and in that notification 1 expressed my 
expectation that, in whatever arrangements the Lords of the Treasury mio-ht make 
for the regulation of the office, pursuant to the power vested in them by the 
9 Geo. 4, due regard would be had to the claims of the existing establishment. 

95. Was that the only application you made for the situation ? — I had some com- 
munications afterwards on the subject of the establishment of the office, and the claims 
of the existing officers, including my own, to be retained in their respective situations 
but I made no direct application for the office beyond that of putting forward my 
own claim in that way. My claim, as having been the acting head of the office of 
course was, and was so understood, to be appointed registrar, or else to the benefit 
of a power which the Lords of the Treasury derived under the 9 Geo. 4, of 
giving compensation in case of removal or discharge from the duties of ’the 
office. 

96. Were those communications directed to the Treasury ? — That communication 
I made to the Secretary of the Home Department, as well as I now recollect. 

97. What was the first official communication you received of your having been 
appointed to this officer — The first official ofter that I had of this was by a letter 
from the Chancellor of the Exchequer, on the 24th July 1830, which is as follows: 

My dear Sir, Downing-street, 24th July 1 830. 

The Lords of the Treasury having made an arrangement of the office of 
Registrar of Deeds in Ireland, which they were required to do under the 
Act of the 9 Geo. 4, and fixed the salary of registrar at a sum of 1,500/. 
a year, from the date of Lord Kilwarden’s death, the Duke of Wellington 
has taken into consideration the claim which you had submitted to him to 
be appointed to that office, m consideration of having so long filled the situa- 
tion of deputy registrar 5 his Grace has commissioned me to express his 
readiness to confer that appointment upon you, should you be disposed to 
accept it ; upon which point I should be glad to receive from you an early 
answer. ^ 

Yours, &c. 

To Geo. Moore, Esq. Dublin. Henrjj Goulbum. 

98. Did 
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g8. Did you immediately answer this letter, or before answering it, did you George Moore Esti. 

receive any other communication from the Treasury, or otherwise? — Upon that 

notification, I believe the very day after I received it, 1 wrote this answer to Mr. 30 May 1833. 
Goulbum : 

My dear Sir, “ July 27, 1830. 

“ I beg to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the 24th instant, in 
which with reference to my claim to be appointed Registrar of Deeds in 
Ireland, in consideration of having so long filled the office of deputy registrar, 
you convey to me an offer of that appointment from the Duke of Wellington ; 

I request you will convey to his Grace my acknowledgments for his acqui- 
escence in the justice of this claim, and at the same time communicate to 
him my acceptance of this office. “ Your’s, &c. 

“ G. Moore.” 

99. What subsequent communications did you receive on the subject ? — The next 
communications that reached me were a letter from the Secretary of the Treasury, 

Mr. Dawson, dated the 6th of August 1830, to this effect ; 

“ Sir, 

“ I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty’s Treasury 
to transmit to you for your information, a copy of the Minute of this Board, 
dated the 27th ultimo, as far as relates to the establishment of the office of 
deeds in Ireland.” 

The copy of the minute accompanying this letter was a copy of the first minute, 
settling the salary of the registrar at 1,500/. 

100. Have you the copy that was enclosed to you? — No, I have it not about 
me, but I have a perfect recollection of it, because 1 compared it with the printed 
copy. 

101. Will you look at the minute now shown to you, as printed by the House 
of Commons, dated 23d December 1830, and see which was enclosed in that 
letter? — The first minute recited in this is the minute of which I received a copy 
accompanying the letter of Mr. Dawson. I mean the minute fixing the registrar’s 
salary at 1,500/ a year. 

102. Do you recollect whether that minute was signed or otherwise? — It had 
no signature. The other communication I received was about the same time, but 
I will not be positive whether before or after the receipt of Mr. Dawson’s letter ; 
a letter from Mr. Stewart, who I believe is in one of the revenue departments, to 
this effect, dated the 2d of August 1 830 ; the word August ’ appears to have 
been written on erasure. From the context of the letter 1 should suppose it was 
first dated in July by mistake. 

“ Sir, 

“ I am commanded by the Lords Commissioners of His Majesty's Trea- 
sury to desire that you will render to them an account, made up to the 
27th instant, of all fees and other emoluments received by the Registrar of 
Deeds and Conveyances in Ireland, and of the sums paid thereout for salaries 
and expenses, in order that the surplus may be carried to the Consolidated 
Fund. “ I am, &c. 

“ J. Stewart.” 

This letter appears to have been written in pursuance of one of the directions 
contained in the Treasury minute, a copy of which had accompanied Mr. Dawson’s 
letter to me. In pursuance of the requisitions contained in that letter, I pre- 
pared and forwarded the account required, and I lodged in the Bank of Ireland 
the amount of the balance appearing upon that account, and that I did on the 
20th of August. I received about the same time, and bearing the same date as Mr. 

Dawson’s letter, namely, the 6th of August 1830, a letter signed “ J. Vernon, 

Receiver of Fees,’’ dated Treasury Chambers, to this effect ; 

“ Sir, 

“ I take leave to acquaint you that a Treasury constitution is prepared, ap- 
pointing you the Registrar of Deeds in Ireland, and when convenient you 
may remit me 118/. 6s. 6rf. ; viz. stamp duty as a grant of office of 1,500/. 
per annum, lOo/. ; Treasury fees, 18/. 6«. 6</.” 

On reference to the Stamp Act it will be found that the salary of 1,500 /. a year 
is the lowest salary requiring the stamp of 100/. 

592. C 3 103. Had 
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103. Had the salary been 1,200 /. what would the amount of stamp duty have 
been ? — Seventy-five pounds. 

• 104. Did you remit that ? — I did, and received this acknowledgment accompanying 
the transmission of my appointment : 

j ** “ Treasury, i8th August 1830. 

I enclose the Treasuiy constitution appointing you Registrar of Deeds in 
Ireland, and to acknowledge the receipt of a bill on Paget & Co. for 
1 1 8 /. 6 5. &d. 

“ I am, kc. 

“ J. Vernon, Receiver of Fees.” 

J 05. This letter accompanied the appointment which you have produced ? It did. 

106. What date is that ? — The 1 8th of August. 

107. Is that a stamped appointment r — It is. 

108. Was the endorsement “18/. 45. and 100/. 2 6 tf.” on the appointment 

when you received it ? — It was. 

log. What is the stamp ?— One hundred pounds. 

no. About what date did you receive this?— I should say about the 21st of 
August, in Dublin. 

111. Had you been in London during those transactions from July to the 21st 
ol August .''—No, I had not. 

112. Were there any other communications passed between you and the Trea- 
sury, or any of the officers, except those which you have now stated, between the 
^nod of the first of those letters and the time you received the appointment ? — 
Yes, I recollect writing to the Chancellor of the Exchequer, requesting with some 
anxiety to know what the other arrangments and appointments were, because they 
were not then filled up. After the 21st of August I came to England, and pro- 
ceeded to London for the purpose of communicating with him on that subject, and 
01 urging him to have all the other necessary arrangements made. With that ob- 

m view, I had several communications with him in the latter end of August, in 
the course of September, and, I believe, the beginning of October. 

— I Iiad one or two communications with 
Mr. Dawson on the same subject, but my official communications ivere all with the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

1 14. Those were all subsequent to your receiving your appointment ? — Yes. 

115. You did not leave Dublin till you had received it ? — No. 

y 6. At what period was it that you received a notification of an alteration being 
made m the salary ? The first announcement I received, indeed the first intimation 
that was made to me of an intended reduction of the salary from 1,500 1. to 1,200 1 . 
a year, I received a day or a day but one after the meeting of Parliament in Oc- 
tober 1 830. 

117. Was it in writing? — No. 

118. From whom ? — From the Chancellor of the Exchequer. I rather think it 
was the last week in October ; I waited upon him for the purpose of still further 
pressing the final arrangement of the other appointment, and also of certain other 
matters which were necessary to become the subject of regulation by Treasury 
minute, and which were omitted in what I conceived to be the first Treasury 
minute, then for the first time it ivas announced to me that it was intended to 
reduce my salary from 1,500/. to 1,200 /. 

119. Was that the first notification by writing or otherwise that you received of 
the reduction ?~It was not only the first notification, but I never got a hint of the 
proposed reduction of my salary till that notification. 

120. In your communications with the Treasury and with the officers of the 
Deayiy, from the period of your appointment up to that period you have men- 
tioned in October, did they always treat the minute of which tliey then enclosed 
you a copy, as a regular Trea.sury minute?— I considered the different communi- 
cations of which 1 have already put the Committee in possession to be a treating of 
the ireasu^ mmute,^ of which a copy had been sent to me, as a regular Treasury 
minute. The first intimation I had of anything approaching to a doubt of iis 
finality as far as it went, was in a conversation, and not in an official conversation, 
with Mr. Dawson. 

1 21. When ?— I think it was in the month of September, from which conversa- 
tion 1 collected that it was open to them to amend the Treasury minute in the 
respects which I had referred to in my communications with the Chancellor of the 

Exchequer, 
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Exchequer, relating to the other official appointments, and some other matters ol’ 
regulation that appear to be introduced in the second Treasury minute. 

122. But you did not gather from that conversation that Mr. Dawson considered ^*38. 

the amount of salary that was attached to the office as exorbitant ? —By no 

means. 

123. You had no conversation on that occasion whatever with Mr. Dawson 
respecting the salary? — Not respecting my own salary ; I recollect Mr. Dawson, in 
one of those which I would call private conversations, throwing out an opinion, that 
the security required by the first Treasury minute was unnecessarily high with re- 
ference to the nature of the appointment. 

124. In giving that opinion did he intimate that it might be altered by a subse- 
quent Treasury minute? — Yes. 

125. Was the reduction of security at your own desire, or was it one of the 
suggestions, that were then making to the Treasury? — Certainly not; it never 
occurred to me to sugge.st it w’hen it was mentioned by Mr. Dawson ; I certainly 
concurred with him in the view he took of it. It subsequently became matter of 
conversation between Mr. Goulburn and me, but I must beg to say that at the time 
of these conversations I was prepared to give security to the amount of 2o,oooZ. 

126. Was 20 , 000 /. the sura required by the first minute? — It was. 

1 27. And you had prepared yourself accordingly ? — I was prepared to give that 
security whenever the appointment of assistant registrar was made out ; it was 
necessary to have that made out in order to enter into the security ; as by the 
directions of the first Treasury minute the assistant registrar was required to join 
in the recognizance of the registrar. 

128. What was the amount of the security required by the second Treasury 
•.ninute ? — Five thousand pounds. 

1 29. Were the communications or suggestions that you made to the Treasury 
during this period, in reference to your own situation, or any of the duties of your 
own situation, as opposed to the first Treasury minute? — I think they went gene- 
i-ally to the appointment of the duties of the respective officers, and directions for 
the discipline of the office, by expressly putting the subordinate officers under the 
control of the principal. 

130. Had anv of those suggestions reference to the more constant attendance 
by the registrar at the office than was required by the first Treasury minuter— 

No, certainly not. 

131. Is there a difference between those two Treasury minutes with reference to 
the attendance required? — There is this difference; there is a clause in the second 
Treasury minute by which the Registrar is prevented from absenting himself for 
a longer period than 30 days without permission of the Lord Chancellor or Master 
of the Rolls in Ireland, which has been considered as giving a legal right of absence 
during such periods. 

132. When you received this notification of the reduction of salary what course 
did you adopt?— I certainly felt both surprised and sore upon it, as was natural, and 
I remonstrated as warmly as I could at that time ; subsequently I wrote this letter 
to Mr. Goulburn on the subject, dated the 30th of October 1830, My dear 
Sir, — The following are the topics to which I am desirous of drawing your attention 
previously to your final consideration of the proposed reduction of the salary ap- 
pointed for the Registrar of Deeds in Ireland. After your letter of the 24th of 
.July, stating expressly that it had been fixed at 1,500/., I received an official letter 
from the Treasury (of which I enclose a copy, No. 1.) accompanying the minute of 
the 27th of .July, by which it is purported to have been then settled at that sum. 

Of the same date in August, I received a letter from Mr. Vernon, (of which I en- 
close a copy, No. 2.) in which I request you will especially observe these words, 

‘ Stamp duty, as a grant of office of 1,500/. a year, 100/.’ The sum required by 
this letter I remitted, and in return received ray appointment, in which it is ex- 
pressed to be ‘ at the established allowance of salary, to commence from the day of 
the date of these presents,’ (viz. 27th July.) About the same time I received 
another official letter from the Treasury, grounded on this minute, i-equiring me to 
furnish an account up to the date of it, and to lodge the balance in the Bank of 
Ireland, in pursuance of one of the directions contained in it: both these requisi- 
tions I complied with. In the latter end of August and during the month of Sep- 
tember, I had several interviews with you, in no one of which did you give me 
a hint of the proposed reduction of salai-y, and I should do great injustice to your 
candour if I could for a moment suppose that it had been then in your contern- 

592. C 4 plation. 
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George Moore, Eaq. plation. Let me call to your recollection that the proposed reduction of the amount 
— of the securities did not originate with me ; when the suggestion was made I ap- 
30 May 183a. proved of it, feeling that the amount required before was unnecessarily large, and in 
this way I mentioned it to you in conversation ; for myself I did not want it, nor 
should I have thought of it for a moment if to be purchased by the sacrifice of one- 
fifth of my salary. Let me make one more observation, an important one, and 
which, with reference to this topic, has been quite overlooked : it is this, the Com- 
missioners recommend that the registrar shall have a salary of 1,500^. a vear, with 
a power of appointment to an office of 1,200/. a year. This power, it now appears, 
is not to be vested in the registrar, and thus the recommended value of his employ- 
ment is already subjected to a material reduction ; and a reduction of much greater 
importance than the benefit to be derived from the reduction of security. This 
observation I make, however, with reference to the office, not with reference to 
myself as registrar, for in consequence of the contemplated mode of filling up the 
other appointments on the present occasion, I feel that it would not be just or can- 
did in me so to apply it.” 

133. For whom was the appointment of 1,200/ a year?— For the assistant 
registrar; the Commissioners of Inquiry had in their Report recommended that 
the assistant registrar should be nominated by the registrar, and have a salary of 
1,200 /. a year. 

134. When Mr. Goulburn communicated verbally to you the proposed reduction 
of salary, did he state any reasons for it?— He stated the reduction of security as 
the ground ; my immediate reply was, that I did not require that reduction. 

135. In that verbal communication did he state that it had been settled by the 
Treasury minute that the salary should be reduced, or that it was under conside- 
ration? — He did not state anything to that effect; I was aware that no other 
Treasury minute had passed at the time except the first, but that it was in contem- 
plation that another should be passed for the purposes I have mentioned. 

136. What reason had you for thinking that no other minute had passed?— 
Because I had never heard of such, and from the whole tenor of the conversation 
I was certain that no other had passed. All those conversations in October took 
place respectively with reference to an intended second minute. 

137. Did you receive any reply to that letter which you have just read ?— No. 
I did not. In a very few days afterwards there was a change of administration^ 
and of course the subject dropped. I was left under the impression, my then final 
impression, that the second Treasury minute was to be substituted for the first, 
and that I had of course no record in the Treasury to refer to in support of my 
claim to ray original salary of 1,500/. a-vear. 

138. When did you receive the Treasury minute which appointed you at a 
salary of 1,200/. a year? — It was some time in the month of November; but my 
appointment to the office was long before, as I have already stated. 

139. When did you first receive any salary under that appointment?— I must 
beg to state in answer to that, that the salary of the registrar and of all the other 
officers are deducted from the fees of the office, which are received in the office and 
accounted for by the registrar, therefore the receipt of the salary is not to be 
traced to the actual payment of any salary to him, but in the credit which he takes 
in his account of the fees and disbursements of the office. 

140. What was the first account that you furnished of the balance of fees after 
your appointment? — The first account which I furnished was to the 22d of 
October ; that account was furnished within a month after I had received the 
notification of the second Treasury minute. 

141. Did you take any credit for your payment in that sum? — I did; it was 
furnished after the second Treasury minute had passed, and before that of the 
17th December 1831 had appeared, and being then under the impression that the 
second Treasury minute had superseded the first, I took credit on that account for 
my salary, at the rate of 1,200/. a year; but I must add, that after the printed 
Treasury minutes had reached me in Dublin, by which I was informed tliat the 
first Treasury minute remained recorded at the Treasury, it struck me at once 
that I was afforded the means of establishing my right to the salary of 1,500/. 
a year, and from thenceforward 1 made an alteration in the mode of taking my 
salary, for the purpose of keeping my claim alive, and instead of taking credTt for 
the precise sum of 1,500/. as the amount of ray salary, I took credit in ail my 
subsequent accounts for 300/. each quarter, wording the credit in this form, 

“ Retained by the registrar on aceoimt ofhis salary.” 

142. Did 
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142. Did you make any other protest against the amount of your salary r — In Moore, E sq, 

the very first official Return that I was called on to make from the Treasury, after 

I had received the printed Treasury minutes relative to the different officers in the ^ 

registrar’s office and their salaries, I expressly referred to the first Treasury 
minute giving me the salary of 1,500/. a year, noticing also the other. 

143. Did the same minute that fixed your salary fix that of the assistant 
registrar ? — The second Treasury minute did. 

144. At what sum did it fix it? — The assistant registrars salary was fixed at 
800/. The second Treasury minute conveyed the appointment of the other 
officers, with their salaries. The first and only appointment that the subordinate 
officers received was by the second Treasury minute. 

145. Can you state, of your own knowledge, whether the assistant registrar 
received any similar notification to this of July 1830 — I am sure he did not. 

146. What was the situation which Mr. Oliver Moore held up to the period of 
receiving the second Treasury minute ? — Mr. Oliver Moore and Mr. Francis 
Armstrong were both assistant deputies to me, acting under deputations from 
Lord Kilwarden. 

147. What was the reason which induced you to change the phraseology of 
your account subsequent to the first credit which you took? — It was for the purpose 
of keeping on foot my claim for the 1,500/. 

148. Did anything occur to induce you to do that? — The receiving the Treasury 
minute, which informed me, as I understood it, that the first Treasury minute had 
remained recorded at the Treasury. 

149. You had not received that communication when you took the 1,500/. with- 
out making any such notification ? — Certainly not. 

150. Did you make any application to the Government which succeeded that 
under which you were appointed? — I made no application, but in the first conver- 
sation I had with Mr. Rice upon the subject, I mentioned to him ray intention of 
relying upon my right to 1,500/. a year. 

151. When was that? — A considerable time after; I think not until March 1831. 

152. When did the Government change? — In November; but I must beg to 
say, that having been aware that there was every probability of the registrar's 
office becoming the subject of further legislative regulation, I looked to that as the 
fittest opportunity of bringing forward my claim to my original salary of 1,500/. 
a year. 

153. How soon did you become aware that such a regulation was in contempla- 
tion? — In the month of January following, inasmuch as a memorial from the Law 
Society to the Lords of the Treasury on the subject of the registrar’s office had been 
referred to the Commissioners of Judicial Enquiry in Ireland, and 1 was quite certain 
that the result of that investigation would lead to some new legislative enactment on 
the subject of the office. 

154. Did you conceive that you had any means of redress, independent of this 
Act of Parliament which is now pending, against the injustice which you conceived 
to have been done to you by the alteration of your appointment r — I mentioned it to 
Mr. Rice, as I have stated, in the course of conversation ; he resisted it ; I was not 
clear that any course was open to me for obtaining redress at the time. 

155. Do you consider that any legal right of yours would be interfered with by 
the passing of the Act of Parliament fixing your salary at 1,200 /. a year ? — It un- 
questionably would in the shape of the present Bill, because the present Bill ex- 
pressly rescinds all the Treasury minutes, and of course abrogates whatever right I 
derive under them. 

156. Then you conceive that you have a legal claim ? — I have conceived all along 
that the circumstances I have stated gave me a legal or an equitable claim. 

157. If there was any legal claim in consideration of that promise, why did you 
not put that remedy in suit before the new Act of Parliament was contemplated ; 
why did you not apply either to the House or to the Treasury, or to some other 
quarter for your remedy ? — The only course open to me was one I was unwilling to 
pursue, and that was by taking credit on my account for my salary at the rate of 
1 ,500 /. a year, and leaving the Treasury to their remedy. I was unwilling to take 
that as long as there remained a doubt of my right in the minds of any others, 
and that a doubt existed in the minds of others, I was perfectly aware. 

158. You stated that there was a memorial of the Law Society presented to the 
Treasury, which led you to suppose that there would be some alteration of the 
office ; what was the date of that memorial ? — The 30th of November 1 830. 

592. D 159- That 
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^ 159 - That must have been then a few days after the new Ministry coining in? 

160. Was that the reason why you did not take any steps to raise the question of 
right before the introduction of this BUI into Parliament? — It was one of the rea- 
sons why I abstained from it. 

161. Are you confident that Mr. Dawson never apprised you, in any of the con- 
versations which he had in his office with you, that the delav with respect to the 
minor arrangements had arisen entirely from the delay of fixing a salary ?— Mr. 
Dawson never gave me the slightest reason to surmise that any intention existed that 
my salary was to be reduced, and I do not solely rely upon my own recollection now, 
though I have a perfect recollection of it, but from my impression when my recol- 
lection was fresh, as it was when I wrote my letter to Mr. Goulburn, of the 30th 
October 1830. 

162. How many conversations had you with Mr. Dawson, between the period 
when you were apprised of the first minute, and the period when you were apprised 
of the second minute ?— I think I saw him but twice- 

163. And that in his officer— And that in his office. 

164. Did Mr. Goulburn, to your recollection, ever state to you that that first 
Treasury minute had been made by mistake, and had never been acted upon?— He 
never did. 

16.5. Did Mr. Goulburn state to you the reasons why he thought that the Trea- 
sury had a right to fix your salary at 1 ,200 1 . a year, after having apprised you that 
they had fixed it at 1 ,500 L r — No, he did not ; I had no opportunity of discussing the 
point beyond the remonstrance which I have read to the Committee. 

166. He simply stated to you that in consequence of the security being reduced 

from 20,000 /. to 5,000/., the Lords of the Treasury intended to reduce the salary 
from 1,500/. to 1,200/.?— Just so. ^ 

1 67. He stated no other grounds but that ? — No, he did not. 

168. Will you state generally the duties of the registrar of deeds in Ireland ?— 
The duties of the office of registrar of deeds in Ireland are various ; the general 
duties may be stated to consist in the registration of all memorials delivered for 
registry, when they are properly authenticated, and after examination ascertained 
to be entitled to be registered, and putting those memorials through all the various 
processes prescribed for the compilation of the different books and indexes, and 
for the recording them in the repositories of the office ; also in compiling and making 
up the several classes ofbooksthat are required in the execution of the duties of the 
office, the day books, the abstract books, the indexes of parties’ names, and the in- 
ikxes of lands ; also in making and issuing from the office all searches required on 
the part of the public ; also in issuing attested copies of memorials, and sending me- 
morials to court to the assizes, to examiner’s offices when it becomes necessary to have 
the evidence of a memorial in any given causes. These are the leading duties of 
the registrar s office. Those duties branch out into a great variety of departments 
necessary for the completion of them, and the functions of those departments are 
of course discharged by a very great number of individuals, 'ihe establishment of 
the register office consists of 27 individuals, subordinate officers and clerks. I have 
it in my power, if the Committee wish it, to give them a practical view of the 
machinery of the office, which will enable them more fully to understand the nature 
and extent of the duties performed generally in the office ; the 27 persons include 
the assistant registrar and the chief clerk. 

Parliament has this office been established ? — It was es- 
tablished by the 6 Anne, c. 2, and there are several subsequent statutes affectinrr 
It, namely, the 8 Anne, c. lo, the 8 Geo. 1, c. 15, the 25 Geo. 3, c. 47, and 
several other statutes on different subjects, containing provisions connected with tlie 
duties of this office. 

'7 of Parliament prescribe the forms in which registration shall be 

carried forward hey only prescribe what shall be done, but the modes of com- 
pletmg what they require are very much matter of practice. If the Committee will 
allow me I will pursue the course of memorials delivered for registry through their 
various stages in the office. When a memorial and deed are delivered for registry 
they must be properly authenticated. If this authentication is to be verified by 
affidavit in the registrars office, the oath is administered there, and the proper officer 
signs the affidavit accordingly. If the affidavit is made before a commissioner in 
the country or elsewhere, he examines to see that everything is right, marks on the 
memorial the day and hour of the registry, and the memorials so authenticated by 

one 
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one or other of those modes, are subsequently examined to see that they contain the GeorgeMoore, Esq. 
requisites prescribed by the Registry Act, that of the 6 Anne, which are a corres- 
pondence between the date, the parties names, and the lands mentioned in the / -J • 

memorial and those mentioned in the deed. When the title of the memorial to 
registry is thus ascertained, it is entered in what is called the day-book, by extract- 
ing the names of the granting parties and that of one of the grantees, and adding to^ 
the entry of this a reference to the number of the memorial, and also the name of 
the individual who brings it for registry, according to the form of the paper 1 now 
give in. 



[The fFitness delivered in the same, which was inspected by the Committee.] 

171. Are these papers copies of pages of the books as actually kept ? Yes; this 
that I now produce, and others that I have ready to produce, are copies of pages of 
different books compiled and kept in the registrar’s office. 

172. Is this day-book kept under the provisions of any particular Act of Par- 
liament? KO. . 1 1 11 !_• 1 £ - 

1 73. It is optional with the registrar to keep it or not, as he shall think ht r — 
It is ; it is a practical mode of commencing subsequent entries. 

174. Which you have found necessary, to enable you to enter those subsequent 
entries with accuracy? — Yes. 

1-5. Were you the first person that instituted this sort of entry ? — No. 

1 76. You found this mode of entry established in the office when you first came 
to it? — I did. 

177. Is that the sole object of the day-book, to establish the subsequent entries 
in the index and abstract books ?— No ; from the day-book, when the deeds are 
about being delivered out after having the certificate of registry put on them, they 
are read, in order to ascertain that all the deeds are forthcoming, and ready to be 
delivered to the persons who lodge them with their respective memorials. 

178. Then the day-book is kept for office convenience, without reference to the 
public convenience ?— It is ; and it also contains of the fees on registries of 
memorials. 

179. When a memorial shall have been entered in the day-book, and compared, 
what is the next step which is taken with it? — The next step is to make an entry 
in a book called the abstract book, which is kept in pursuance of the provisions of the 
9 Geo. 4, c. 57, of which I produce a copy of a page; that entry states in columns 
the following particulars ; the number of the memorial ; the general nature of the 
instrument ; the names of the grantors, and of one or more grantees ; the names 
and description of the lands and premises comprised in the memorial ; the number 
and page of the registry book where the memorial is entered. From the day-book 
entries are made into the indexes of parties names. These parties names indexes 
are made out annually, and in this manner : at the commencement of each year 
there is a set of skeleton indexes prepared, containing all imaginable names that are 
likely to occur in the progress of registries ; these are arranged in alphabetical 
order, according to the form appearing on the copy of a page which I now 
produce. 



[The Witness produced the same, which was inspected by the Committee.] 

These skeleton indexes are afterwards gradually filled up by extracting from the 
day-book the names of the different parties to registered memorials, and by placing 
them under their appropriate heads of the names to which they belong, in the 
manner appearing upon the copy of a page of one of the yearly parties’ names 
index, which I now produce. 



[The Witness produced the same, which was inspected by the Coinmitlee.] 

And these are entered with reference to the book in which the memorial is trans- 
cribed, the page of that book, and the number of the memorial itself. 

180. Are the Committee to understand, that however many names may appear 

in the deed as grantors, each name is entered in its proper alphabetical position 
in your register ? — It is. . -..3 

181. With regard to the grantees, there is not that same universal registry. 
There is no index of grantees’ names. 

182. Will you state the grounds of that diffidence? — Because there is no ne- 

D 2 cessity 
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cessity for any clue to find out who the grantees are, inasmuch as the searches 
•w Mav iSsj ro<I>i'[ed “re searches for acts disposing of or charging landed property, and the 
y ■ acts that dispose of or charge such property are the acts not of grantees, but of 
grantoi’s. 

183- Is there any alphabetical list kept of some one of the grantees in each 
grant? — No. ° 

1 84. The grantees are not alphabetically arranged at all ? — No ; there is no 
arrangement whatever of the grantees. The yearly parties’ names indexes having 
been completed on paper, they are at the end of certain periods, generally three 
years, brought together, and transcribed on parchment, in the mode and according 
to the form I now produce, in a copy of one of the pages of the parchment parties’ 
names books. 



[The Witness produced ike same, -which -was inspected by the Committee.] 

1 85. This is the document which is to exist in perpetuum ? — Yes. 

186. 1 hen every three years you post up your registry ?— Yes ; that has been 
the mode adopted with reference to all registries antecedent to the 15th August 
1828; not always, however, in periods of three years. 

187. This is considered in the office as a consolidation of three years paper or 

current indexes of parties’ names? — Y’es. ^ ‘ 

j88 . Why are the names not consolidated into one alphabet, instead of being 
divided into three, as appears here, namely, one for 1827, one for 1828, and one 
for 1829. in one volumer Ihe present mode has been the one practised ever since 
the year 1785 > the one suggested would certainly be an improvement, and it is 
one that 1 have thought of more than once, with a view of having it applied, as well 
to past registries since 1785s as to the future ; and it can be now so applied. 

189. Will you have the goodness to proceed now with your other books? The 

next class of indexes is that appropriated to the denominations of land, and into 
that class of indexes there are entered the names of every townland and every 
description of property comprised in all registered memorials, under their respective 
heads, that is, in the alphabetical index of the barony in each county, or of the 
parish in each city and town having more parishes than one, in which they are 
respectively situated. I have brought with me a few pages of different county 
books as they are kept now, into which modem entries have been made in pursu- 
ance of the provisions of the 9 Geo. 4, c. 57, and if the Committee will allow me to 
call their attention to the progress of entries furnished by a single memorial to 
which 1 shall refer, I think they will have explained satisfactorily the mode in which 
these indexes are made up, and the extent to which they must necessarily be carried 
I beg the Committee’s attention to the memorial No. 575780 in the book, a copy 
of part of which I now produce, where they will see that there are entered sundry 
denominations of land in different counties. Now the completion of the land 
index, so far as it relates to the property comprised in this memorial, is accomplished 
thus : the name of the townland is extracted and entered under its proper initial 
letter in that index which is assigned to the barony and to the county wherein the 
memorial states it to be situated. To that is added the name of one grantor and 
one grantee, and also the book and the page in the book into which the memorial is 
transcnbed, and the number of the memorial itself. Every denomination of land 
comprised m that memorial becomes thus the subject of a distinct entry in the 
index of its appropriate barony, and under the head of its initial letter, in the 
manner appearing on the copies of certain pages of the lands indexes which I now 
produce. 



\The Wihiess delivered in a page, which was inspected by the Ccmmittee,] 

190. Every separate denomination in a deed is entered in the county in which 
It IS situated, and m the barony in which it is situated ?— Yes, entered in its own 
proper index. There is an alphabetical index kept for every barony in every 
county m Ireland. There is also an alphabetical index for every parish in every 
city or town where there are more than two parishes, and an alphabetical index 
kept for every town of a certain number, of which distinct indexes have been usually 
kept m the office ; and besides those indexes there is an index attached to every 
county, and an index attached to every city and town that has more parishes than 
one, m which are entered the denominations of land contained in memorials which 
do not specify the barony or the parish respectively in which they are situated. 
Here is a page of an index of that description. 



ilhe 
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{The Witness delivered in the same, 'which "was inspected by the Committee?^ 

191. You Fave stated that the current index of names lasts but for one year, 
and at the end of every three years is consolidated ; how long does the current index 
of lands last? — Previous to the operation of the 9 Geo. 4, 15th August 1828, 
they were divided into very unequal periods, the particulars of which I can put 
the Committee in possession of, if they require it. They are very numerous. 

192. Are the Committee to understand that those land indexes which are at 
present in use will be kept so long as there shall be space for future entries ? — 
Those commencing the 15th of August 1828 were designed to comprise all future 
entries for which there should be found space in them. 

193. Does it ever happen that a memorial is brought into the office for registry, 
which states several denominations of lands as lying and being in several baronies, 
without distinguishing the barony in which those several denominations are ? — 
Yes, there are some; not only some that state a great number of denominations 
of land being in several baronies, without stating to which barony each denomina- 
tion belongs, but 1 have also seen a memorial, and I have a copy of an extract of 
it with me, wherein there is a great number of denominations of land stated to be 
situated in a great number of counties, without assigning to each county the 
denomination of land in which it is situated. 

194. Suppose there were 20 denominations of land mentioned as lying in five 
baronies, how many separate entries would you have to make in the lands indexes? 
— One hundred separate entries. 

195. Then you would enter each denomination five times, and in different 
baronies? — Yes; each denomination would be entered in every baronial index to 
which it might belong, when it does not appear in the memorial to which it does 
belong ; and to such an extent has this occurred, that I can point the attention of 
the Committee to one memorial where 1 52 townlands comprised in it are stated to 
be in several counties, without assigning to each county its proper denomination, and 
those 152 townlands give rise to upwards of 1,200 entries in the different indexes 
of lands in which they appear. 

1 96. Though there might be so much additional trouble given in the office, was 
the charge for the registry of that deed greater than if the denomination had been 
properly distinguished into baronies? — No; the charge has never been influenced 
by any reference to the number of denominations, or the mode in which they are 
stated in the memorial. 

197. You have now gone through the lands, and parties’ names indexes, what is 
done subsequently with the memorial? — The memorial itself, after it has passed 
through the day-book and the abstract book, loses sight, if I may make use of the 
expression, of the indexes : they are from the day-book and the abstract book. The 
memorials themselves, progressively as they have passed through these two books, 
are made up in hundreds and deposited in the custody of a clerk, whose duty it is 
to take charge of them for the purpose, until the opportunity arrives of their being 
given out to be transcribed in the large parchment books of the office. They are 
then transcribed verbatm in the order and according to the manner of the copies 
I now produce, which are copies of the transcripts of the memorials appearing 
entered in the extract from the day-book I have already given in. 

{The Witness delivered in a book, which was inspected by the Committee^] 

198. It is nothing more than a copy of a memorial upon parchment book? — 
Y’es ; those copies will show the order in which they are entered, and the form in 
which that order is maintained ; each of the transcript books, according to the pre- 
sent system, contains the same number of memorials; and the Committee will 
observe, that each page is regulated or numbered, not according to the leaf to which 
it belongs, but according to the memorial, so that the number of the mem.orial indi- 
cates not only the book in which the transcript must appear, but also the page in 
which it must appear. 

199. When searches are made in the office is the transcript examined or the ori- 
ginal memorial? — The transcript, when the memorial is transcribed ; the clerk who 
makes the transcript puts a certificate at the bottom, or his initials, certifying that it 
is a true copy ; and as a further security for their accuracy, they undergo an exami- 
nation with the original by clerks appointed for the purpose. 

200. When the memorial shall have been transcribed, what is then done with it? 

D 3 The 
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— The memorials, progressively as they are transcribed, are put up in what are called 
files or bundles, containing 300 each, fastened together by cords between two stout 
pasteboards, and deposited in shelves of the office, there to remain. 

201. Whose duty is it to see that the transcript is a faithful and true transcript 
of the original memorial ? — There are two clerks appointed for the purpose, whose 
whole time during office hours is devoted to comparing those transcripts with the 
original memorials ; and when more clerks can be spared for the purpose, they go 
on with this comparison. 

202. Is the signature of any special clerk necessary to give assurance to the public 
that it is a true copy, or is the signature of any one of the clerks of the office suffi- 
cient for that purpose ? — That is a mere office regulation, tending to promote accu- 
racy, and for the purpose of certifying to the public. 

203. When once the transcript is made, does not the registrar become responsible 
for its accuracy to the public ? — I believe he is considered so. 

204. Has the registrar ever been made responsible in case of any variance between 
the memorial and the transcript? — No, I have never heard of any injury being sus- 
tained in consequence of any variance, although there certainly have been a great 
many instances of defective transcripts ; but whenever it becomes of importance to 
have a perfectly correct copy of a memorial, it is always the practice to compare it 
with the original, so as to insure accuracy in the copy. 

205. When the parties require this special comparison, is that the subject of an 
extra payment ? — No. 

206. Are the Committee to understand that a party being referred to those parch- 
ment books may if he pleases say, I am not satisfied, but I wish to have a special com- 
parison made for my special use r — Yes. 

207. And that without any additional charge ? — And that without any additional 
charge. 

208. Is there any period in the present system of the office at which it is neces- 
sary that the registrar should have those transcript books made perfect ? — There is 
not ; he has them perfected according to the state of the office business. 

209. It may happen that many months may elapse between the deed being 
brought into the office, and its being transcribed ? — It generally does happen. 

210. What is the longest period which you ever recollect to have occurred be- 
tween a deed being brought into the office and its being transcribed? — I am sure 
several months have frequently so elapsed. 

211. Have not years elapsed ? — I should say not ; for several years past at least, 
they have all been transcribed within the year, and considerably within it. 

212. Are there any other books kept in the office? — Yes; there is an abstract 
book kept for the entry of civil bill decrees, which by a late Act are required to be 
registered in the office of the registrar of deeds, of which I produce the copy of 
a page. 

[The Witness delivered in the same, which wa^ inspected by the Committee.'] 

There are also separate sets of books kept for the registry of anonymous partner- 
ships, under an Act of Geo. 3. I produce copies of pages of the abstract book, and 
also of the index of these. 

\The Witness delivered in the same, which was inspected by the Committee,] 

213. What is the amount of the property in Ireland which is made matter of re- 
gistration annually on an average ? — There was a return obtained from the registrar’s 
office some short time since, I believe for the Tithe Committee, by which it appeared 
that the amount of the pecuniary considerations mentioned in memorials registered 
on conveyances of property something exceeded two millions annually, and the 
amount of monies lent on mortgages registered something exceeded an average of 
800,000 1 . annually. 

214. That merely included the conveyances and the mortgages executed during 
the year ? — Yes. 

215. Were there not other deeds which were registered ?— A great number, and 
some conveyances and some mortgages in which the amount of pecuniary consider- 
ation did not appear. 

216. What is the annual number of deeds registered in the office in Dublin?— 
For the last few years it has been fluctuating between six and seven thousand, gene- 
rally above six and under seven. 

217. Are those memorials brought into the ofl 5 ce for registry chieflyat particular 

times 
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times of the year, or are they pretty equally spread over the entire year? — They George Moore, Esq. 

are not equally spread over the entire year, even now, though much more so than 

they were some years ago. At the commencement of the term they are generally '®3-2- 

more numerous, in the vacations less so, and proportionably less according to the 
length of the vacation. 

218. Asa deed takes priority according to the priority of its registry, how do you 
account for a greater number being brought into the office at particular periods, than 
at other periods? — I suppose it arises from professional men deferring the registry 
of those deeds that are delivered to them for that purpose shortly before they come 
up to town. 

219. Under what circumstances are searches required from your office? — 

Searches are required for various purposes. The principal and most important pur- 
pose for which they are required there is as securities for titles about to be acquired 
either by sale, by settlement, or by mortgage, or by any other disposition of pro- 
perty with which an individual is dealing, and in ail those cases of importance a 
proper search in the registrar’s office is considered an indispensable muniment of 
title. That search gives an assurance to the party under the official certificate that 
the property he is dealing with or has dealt for is freed from all antecedent encum- 
brances or dispositions, except those appearing upon the face of the search. There 
are other purposes also for which searches are sought. In the commencement of 
equity suits for the purpose of raising charges and encumbrances upon landed pro- 
perty, it is necessary to ascertain all parties who are interested in the subject-matter 
of the suit *, that is to be done by a search in the registry after the lands which are 
the subject-matter of the suit, and the result of such search gives the party full 
information of the nature and extent of every interest derived by every person 
having an interest in the property. In like manner in ejectment cases, where it is 
necessary to serve all parties interested in the lease sought to be evicted, the 
registrar’s office is searched to ascertain the interests outstanding in the lands com- 
prised in such lease. 

220. In ejectments, then, is it necessary not only to serve the parties in posses- 
sion of the premises, but all others who from the registry may appear to have any 
contingent interest in the premises ? — Every person having any registered interest 
whatsoever must be served, in addition to those in possession. These are the three 
leading objects. There are several other occasions also on which parties may 
desire information with respect to property, but those are the leading- objects for 
which searches are generally required, together with another and sometimes a neces- 
sary and important object for which searches are required, and that is for the 
purpose of making out abstracts of title where there may be some links wanting in 
the chain, and which links may be obtained by a general search in the registry 
office for all acts affecting the property in question. 

221. Should those searches turn out incorrect in any material point, could an 
action be brought by the person injured against the registrar? — It has been always 
considered so, provided the mistake has been made in the progress of the search ; 
that is, if a memorial appears to be duly entered in either the index of parties’ 
names or the index of lands, and that in the progress of a search required it should 
be omitted in that search, and that in consequence of that omission an injury arises 
to a party, then the registrar is held responsible to that party to the extent of the 
injury he may sustain. But if a search should become defective by reason of the 
omission of the entry in the index, by which the searcher is misled, then the regis- 
trar is not conceived to be, nor can he be held to be responsible, unless such omis- 
sion has occurred while he is registrar. 

222. Then, in point of fact, the registrar is only responsible for the correct 
search of indexes, but is not responsible for the correctness of the indexes, unless 
made during his own period of being registrar ? — Certainly. 

223. If by any Bill to be introduced into the House the registrar is required to 
make out new indexes from the commencement of the registry to the present 
period, that would be making him responsible, when those indexes shall be made, 
not only for the correctness of the search, but for the correctness of the entire 
indexes from the commencement of the registry? — Unquestionably, if he shall be 
required to do so from the original documents in his possession. 

224. Are you aware of many instances where, the indexes are incorrect? — The 
old lands' indexes are incorrect in very many instances ; not only are they origi- 
nally incorrect, but there are several defects existing in them arising from occa- 
sional accident and- gradual obliteration. 

592. D4 225. Do 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




32 MINUTES OF EVIDENCE BEFORE SELECT COMMITTEE 

GeorggMuore,Z%<\. 225. Do you mean that those incorrectnesses are of a nature to cause great 

inconvenience, not to say great loss to individuals? — Perhaps it vrould be going too 

30 May iSsf. far to say that those incorrectnesses have produced great loss ; they have frequently 
produced considerable inconvenience, but wherever the acts affecting property 
can be searched after through the names of parties, there is a check to any inac- 
curacy that may arise by omission of the indexes of lands. 

226. But where there is a search through lands' you contemplate the possi- 
bility of serious injury arising from such omissions? — Where it is necessary to 
make a search through lands, indexes alone, then of course the parties requiring that 
search are liable to all the inconveniences arising from those defects and omissions. 

227. Those defects being such as to cause great inconvenience in the prosecution 
of suits or the possession of property? — In the prosecution of suits particularly, 
because in other cases the names of the parties are generally furnished as well as 
the lands. 

228. And does not that consequently increase the expense and the litigation? — 
Certainly it may. 

229. Two searches have been forwarded to the Committee as a proof of the 

incorrectness of the office ; the one required a search for all acts to affect the 
lands of in the barony of , county of Cork, from 1708 

to 1728. The assistant registrar, Mr. Oliver Moore, has certified that the first 
deed which affects this property was dated 1793. A subsequent search was ordered 
in relation to the same lands, but the names of the parties by whose acts the lands 
were affected were given ; and in the second search you have certified the existence 
of several deeds prior to 1793, affecting the same lands; ought not those prior 
deeds to have been found and certified under the first search ? — If they had been 
duly entered ; and if they had not been entered in places of the indexes where 
accidents have occurred, they certainly should, but I take it for granted that the 
omission arises from their not appearing upon the indexes of lands. 

230. Then you attribute it to the incorrectness of the indexes, that the memorials 
of deeds affecting these lands prior to 1 793, were not noticed in the first search?— 
Certainly. 

231. If those deeds be correctly entered in the index, you would be responsible 
to the party injured for the first search that you gave ; if the deeds had not been 
inserted in the first index, you would not be responsible ?— So it would be 
considered. 

232. But if the indexes which are proposed to be made out were perfected, 
you would, under any circumstances, be responsible? — Certainly, for every search 
made after. 

233. Can you say what number of indexes are kept daily in the register office 
altogether? — There are, according to the present system, no less than, I think, 
560 distinct alphabetical indexes of lands. The Committee are not to under- 
stand, however, that each index is kept in a separate book, they are bound up in 
classes. 

234. Is the search that is now handed to you, being in pursuance of a requisi- 
tion for a search for acts done during a certain period, by certain persons therein 
stated, 
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correct according to the form of the Act of Parliament ? — I believe it is ; it goes a 
little further than the Act of Parliament requires, but it contains all the requisites 
prescribed by the Act. 

235. Is not that search very defective in the information that it gives as to the 
nature of the deed ? — I think so ; it is defective in not specifying the consideration ; 
for instance, if a lease, in not specifying the rent or term. 

236. That 
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236. That deed might be a conveyance for an annuity for a limited period or for George Moore, Esq. 

ever, or a mortgage, or a lease, or a conveyance? — It might. ^ 

237. Would it not be desirable that more precise information as to the nature ^ y 6 ■ 

of the deed should be given in the certificates of search? — Certainly ; and shortly 

after the Act of Parliament passed, the profession having generally complained of 
the insufficiency of the form prescribed for searches of this description, I had the 
form extended so as to preserve ail the requisites which the Act prescribes, and 
to give satisfaction upon all such other points as it is usual to have satisfaction 
upon. 

238. That has been made merely by yourself ; it is optional for you or any future 
registrar to revert to the simple entry, according to the Act r — Quite so. 

239. Do you think it desirable that it should be made imperative by Act of 
Parliament that more information should be given in the certificate? 1 think 

it is. , . 1 V 

240. Have you seen the draft of the Bill which has been submitted to the 
Committee; do you think the information therein required will be sufficient? — 

I have seen the draft of the Bill, and I should think that it will be sufficient, 
perhaps in some respects it may go a little too far. 

241. The day-book that you keep at present you have stated to be merely matter 
of office convenience ; that you may also omit if you think proper ? — Yes. 

242. May not that day-book, with advantage to the public, be made an essential 
part of the office system ?— I think it may. 

243. You have stated that there is no specific time within which the indexes of 
names must be perfected ? — There is no time specified by the Registry Acts. 

244. And also that in the case of indexes of lands it has happened that many 
months have elapsed? — Yes, certainly; more than months in the case of lands. 

245. If a private individual comes to search in the office in your indexes, there 

is nothing in them to guide him as to the period to which they are perfected, is 
there?— Not in the indexes. c ■ -l- 

246. Would it not be desirable that the indexes should be made perfect within 
a certain specified time from the memorial being brought into the office for 
ref^istry, so that when an individual searches for any particular deed, if he does not 
fiiid it in the index he may be certain that it must have been registered since the 
particular day to which the index ought to have been perfected, and the time at 
which he searches ? — I think it very desirable that the index both of names and of 
lands should be brought up to the nearest practicable day to the current day of 
business in the office. With respect to the indexes of names, that can be easily 
done. With respect to indexes of lands, contingencies frequently arise in the 
making up of these which would make it difficult to assign any reasonable short 
limit, within which the Act of Parliament should prescribe their being made up. 

247. Is it not absolutely necessary for public convenience that there should 
be some limit within which those indexes should be made perfect — ^Ihe shortest 
practicable limit ought certainly to be assigned. 

248. You think there should be some definite limit within which the registrar 
should be responsible for the entry of a deed in the index books?— If it is possible to 
assign any given short period, and at the same time sufficiently extensive to afford the 
practicability of completing all the entries within that period, then unquestionably it 
would be right to have such period prescribed j but I can refer the Committee to a 
few entries appearing on the office books to illustrate the very great difficulty of as- 
signint^ any particular period for the purpose. I have selected, for the information 
of the'Committee, the entries from the abstract book of a few memox’ials that con- 
tain a great number of denominations of land. One of those memorials furnishes 
no fewer entries in the lands’ indexes than 1,670. Another 1,343 > othem 720 
each ; three others 607 each. These are some of the memorials of that description. 

Most of the great family estates in Ireland comprise a great variety of denomina- 
tions and alias denominations of land, so as not only to extend to very coi^iderable 
length in the abstract books the entries of all registered memorials affecting them, 
but also to furnish such a multitude of entries in the lands’ indexes as to render it 
very difficult, when such memorials are produced, to say within what time it would 
be practicable to have ail the entries of any given number completed. If these 
seven memorials to which I have first referred happened to be delivered on the 
same day, it appears from a calculation which I had made by the clerks ernployed to 
pass them through the difierent entries, that those different entries would take 32 
days to complete them. 

AQ2. E ^49- Such 
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249. Such deeds are exceptions to the general deeds that are brought into the 
office, are they not r— Certainly ; and if provision could be made for the occurrence 
of such cases, and which possibly might, there could be no objection whatsoever to 
ptablishing a limit of time, and rather a short limit of time, for making up the 
indexes with respect to the remainder. 

250. Would it not be a great public convenience if an attorney who was looking 
to the acts done to affect particular lands could be certain that, not finding the 
enti7 0^ any deed affecting the land in the lands’ index, no such deed could” have 
been registered up to a particular day, at no distant period from the time he is 
making the search, and that he would have to look through a very small portion of 
the day-book, which is not in alphabetical order, to ascertain whether it bad been 
registered since the particular day?— Yes; but I must observe that the only 
difference this would make would be the inconvenience of searching through the 
abstract books without the benefit of indexes, for by searching through the abstract 
books after the time to which tlie lands' indexes were made up, you would be sure 
to find every denomination of land contained in the memorials registered within 
such period. 

25** 'Fould not the simple plan, and the more convenient plan for the public 
be to have the indexes made perfect, so as to have the shortest possible period for 
the person to look through the day-book where there is no index to guide him to 
the lands which he wants.'— Certainly, for the purpose of searching. 



Veneris, \” die Junii, 1832 . 

Thomas Hoblyn, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

252. WHAT situation did you hold in the Treasury in July 1830? — Tlie same 
situation I hold now ; which is that of chief clerk of the third and fourth divisions 
of the Treasury, of which Ireland is in the third division. 

233. Is it your duty to enter into any particular book of minutes what passes in 
the Board of the Treasury? — Certainly not; it comes to me when it assumes the 
shape of a minute ; it is then sent into my department. 

2 'i 4 - Cnly when it assumes the shape of a minute? — Yes. 

253. Nothing but minutes come to your— Nothing but minutes. 

2,5(). About the j>eriod mentioned, that of July 1830, do vou recollect a paper 
being given to you, purporting to be a minute regulating the' office of registrar of 
deeds in Ireland ?— I cannot exactly say the date, but I have brought the minute 
with me m order to refresh my memory. This was a minute supposed to have been 
dated on the 27th of July 1830, but it had evidently been altered as to date. 

257. On this minute there appears an indorsement : “ This minute may go for- 
ward to-morrow, H. G.” In whose hand-writing is that indorsement ? I believe it 

to be Mr. Goulbunvs. 

2.58. This indorsement is dated July 26th, in the same hand-writing, the minute 

itself being dated July the 27th, one day anterior to the minute beiiif. dated ■ can 
you account for that? — No ; I have no means of accounting for it. ' 

2.59. At what period did Mr. Dawson go to Ireland?— That I do not re- 
collect, 

260. There appears to be some writing in pencil, “ Winute to be copied 
cancelled by subsequent minute of same date, 893430, transfer to 2408 can 
you explain that indorsement? — No; I am not aware at all what the iiulorse- 
ment was more than this “ to be copied, to be sent to Lord L. Gowei- and 
Sir. Moore.’ 

261 . Can ycKi sl^te, from recollection, when this indorsement in pencil was made 
on tins minute? — ^Certainly not, the exact date. 

262. Can you state m whose hand-writing it is made?— I believe it be the hand- 
writing of Mr. Goulburn’s secretary. 

263. This indoi*sement in pencil appears to have been written at two periods ■ 
the words “ minute to be copied” would appear to have been written before 

cancelled. I think it is; and under those circumstances it was intended to 
send a copy of this minute to Lord Francis Leveson Gower; and this minute was 
ordered to 1 ^ copied for this purpose, and I presume this was written when this 
minute was hrst made, and not scratched out. 

2t;4. Then you infer that the words “ minute to be copied,” in pencil, was the 

hist 
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first order given on that minute, and that “ cancelled,” and the rest of the words Tkos. HoUifk, Esq. 
were written at some subsequent period? — Certainly. ' 

265. Have you compared this minute with the printed minute now shown to 1 June 1832. 
you, presented to the House on the 23d of December 1830? — I have not; but 

there is a particular clerk in the office whose business it is to present them to 
Parliament. 

266. Do those indorsements appear upon the printed copy ? — No ; certainly 
not. 

267. Are they the same minutes? —I should imagine they are ; but it is impos- 
sible for me to decide unless I compare them. 

268. In the body of this paper you have produced, appear the words, “ until 
a report from the registrar as to the number considered requisite shall be received 
and the words, “ So soon as a registrar shall be appointed, my Lortls will require 
a further report from him as to the possibility of any reduction,” appear substituted ; 
can you state in whose hand-writing the words substituted are written ? — I cannot 
take upon myself to say in whose hand-writing the correction has been made. 

269. The words, “ Let a letter be written to Mr. Moore, who, as deputy registrar 
to the late Lord Kilwarden, has administered the office since his Lordship’s death, to 
render an account of the sums received in the said office up to the date of the pre- 
sent minute, and of the sums paid thereout for salaries and expenses, in order that 
the surplus may be carried to the Consolidated Fund.” These words have been added 
evidently in a different hand from the body of the minute : in whose hand-writing 
are they? — I cannot take upon myself to say in whose hand-writing they are. 

270. Will you look again at the indorsement, and see whether they resemble the 
hand-writing in which the indorsement is written? — I do not think they do. 

271. Should you suppose that those words were written by your clerk, or by some 
official person in the Treasury, from the manner in which they are written ? — 

I should imagine they are written by the private secretary of the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer. 

272. What was his name? — Walpole. 

273. Between the words, “ let a copy of this minute be presented to Parliament 
as directed by the Act and the words, “ handed to Mr. Spearman for the 
purpose,” are certain words inserted ; can you state in whose hand-writing those 
words are ? — I believe it to be the private secretary’s. 

274. By whom is the minute initialed? — That is initialed by Mr. Stewart, the 
assistant secretary. 

275. In the date of this minute there appears to have been an erasure of tlie 
original date ; can you see what it was originally ? — It is impossible for me to say ; 
but I rather think it was the 26'th of July, the day on which Mr. Goulburn wrote 
his memorandum. 

276. Supposing this minute to have been agreed to on the 27th of July, in the 
course of Treasury business, how soon would it have been sent to you? — On the 
next day, the 28th. 

277. What would it have been your duty to do with it ? — To immediately follow 
the directions contained in it, to transmit a copy of it to the person to whom it 
might be directed to be sent. 

278. Does the minute contain any particular directions as to what should be 
done ? — At the latter end of it it contains this order : “ Let a copy of this minute 
be laid before Parliament, as directed by the Act ; and direct Mr. Moore to make 
communications to the several parties interested, in the terms of the minute, and 
let a letter be written to Mr. Moore.” All these were carried into effect in my 
department. 

279. Your answers have been hitherto confined to the paper you have delivered 
in ? — Certainly ; the minute of the 27th July. 

280. In pursuance of this direction, did you write to Mr. Moore ? — I did not 
write, it was written in my department, and the letter was brought to me for my 
initials in the corner. 

281. How soon after this did you write to Mr. Moore? — That I cannot imme- 
diately say, but, I should imagine, the second or third day after, or as soon as the 
copies could be made. 

282. You only wrote to Mr. Moore in accordance with the directions of the 
minute ? — Yes. 

283. Had you any other directions to write to Mr. Moore than those contained 
in the minute r — 1 do not recollect any. 

5^2. E 2 2S4. Was 
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284. as it your duty to see that this minute was entered upon the Treasury 
books ? — 'Certainly. 

285. Did you do so?— I did. 

286. Was Mr. Dawson at the Treasury at this timer — Certainly. 

287. Did he leave London shortly afterwards for Ireland ? —He went out of 
town, but it does not appear he went to Ireland. 

288. Did you receive any directions at any time to suspend this minute? — Previous 
to Mr. Dawson’s going out of town he said, “ This minute is to be suspended.” 

289. \\ hen did he go out of town ? — That I cannot take upon myself to say. 

290. The Committee understand you to say, that Mr. Dawson was in London 
at the time that this minute was entered in the books ? — I have no means of ascer- 
taining whether he was in London or not. 

291. After the minute had been entered on the books, how soon was it that 
Mr. Dawson desired you to suspend that minute? — I believe immediately after I 
received verbal directions to that effect, but I am not aware that I mentioned it in 
my department that the execution should be suspended. 

292. Then this minute was not entered on the Treasury book ? — Certainly not; 
it w’as entered only in my department book, which is done immediately on the 
receipt of the papers in the department, but the minutes are not copied fairly to be 
bound up until the state of the business gives leisure for so doing. 

293. Was the letter now produced to you, signed “ George Robert Dawson,” 
directed to Mr. Moore, and enclosing a copy of the Treasury minute appointing 
the salary at 1,500/. a year, written by your — This letter is not in my hand- 
writing, but these are my initials in the corner. 

294-5. Then that letter bearing your initials was approved of by you at the time, 
though not written in your own hand-writing? — Certainly, but in a total inadver- 
tence to the verbal directions 1 had received from Mr. Dawson. 

296. By whose directions did you cause this letter to be written ? — By the mi- 
nute when it came to me. 

297. But the only minute which had existence on the 6th of August was the 
minute making the salary 1,500 /. a year, and which minute contains no directions 
to you to write to Mr. Moore to state the salary, but merely to call upon him to 
render certain accounts? — It certainly does not appear by the minute which passed 
the Board on the 27th of July that any directions were given, or that it was the 
intention of the Board that a copy of that minute, regulating the establishment of 
bis office, should be forwarded to Mr. Moore ; the minute merely directs that a 
letter should be written to that gentleman calling for further information from him, 
therefore the minute sent to Mr. Moore in the letter of the 6th of August appears 
to have been forwarded without any authority derived from that minute, but the 
substituted minute of the same date directs that a communication to that effect 
should be made to him. 

298. Does this second paper you now produce correspond with the second of the 
minutes laid before the House of Commons in December 1830, appointing Mr. 
Moore registrar at a salary of 1,200/. per annum? — Certainly. 

299. It is initialed “ H. G.” and indorsed “ Let a copv be sent to Lord Leveson 
Gower;” in whose hand-writing is that “ II. G.?”— I imagine in Mr. Goul- 
burn’s private secretary’s ; it is evidently not in Mr. Goulburn’s hand-writing. 

300. When did you receive that second minute? — About the beginning of 
November, I should imagine. 

301. Then Mr. Dawson must have desired you to suspend the first minute be- 
tween the date of that first minute and the date of your writino- your letter to 
Mr. Moore on the 6th of August? — Certainly. 

302. How came those two minutes to be dated on one and the same day? 

The second minute was intended to be substituted for the first, and 'consequently 
bore the same date. , ^ 

303. Upon reference again to the first minute produced, it appears that the 
separate sheets of the first minute, dated the 27th of July, have been dated on the 
1 3th of July, which date of the 1 3th of July itself has been made on an erasure ? — 
That was done before it came to me, therefore I know nothing about that. 

304. For what date does the 13th of July appear to have been substituted?— 
I cannot take upon myself to say. 

305. In whose department of the office was that written ?— That is written by 
one of the extra clerks in the Treasury, by direction, I presume, of Mr. Stcuart, 
who is the assistant secretary. 

3< 6. Vou 
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<?o6. You still think tiiat both those minutes must have passed the Treasui’y be- 7 'Acw. Ihblyn, Es^ 
fore you wrote that letter on the ()th of August ?— No, only the first minute, which ^ 
was immediately ordered to be suspended. 

307. Did Mr. Vernon apply to you to know the amount of salary at which Mr. 

Moore was to be appointed?— Not to me; he might have applied to my junior in 
the department, Mr. Sandford. 

308. When Mr. Dawson told you to suspend the first minute, did you make 
any entries to that effect in the Treasury books, or on the minute itself ? — I he 
directions were only verbal, and I omitted to intimate it to my department. 

309. Could you have received any directions to write that letter to Mr. Moore 
except by a Treasury minute ? — Certainly not. 

310. Wlicn Mr. Rice succeeded to the situation of Secretary of the Treasury, was 
it your duty to hand to him those several documents relative to the appointment of 
registrar of deeds in Ireland r — Not unless he had asked rne to produce them , I 
should not as a matter of course have handed anything to him. 

J)id he do so.' — I do not think he did ; I do not remembei. 

312-13. came it then that the two documents put in, purporting to be minutes, 
have been laid before the House ?— The Treasury minutes of the 1 7th December 
directed both to be laid before the House. 

314. Would not the chief clerk have directed what papers were to be copied? — 

The chief clerk has nothing to do with copying papers for Parliament ; the direc- 
tions go on to say that the proper officer is to lay a copy of the minute before Par- 
liament. 

315. Who is the proper officer to lay that before Parliament .'—Mr. ijpearman. 

316. Looking now again at these documents, is it your pre.sent opinion that pre- 
vious to the btl^of August that minute must have been in existence ? — The minute 
only of the 27th of July, which was ordered to be suspended. 

317. Are you certain, upon recollection, that Mr. Dawson did previously to that 
f)th of August, and how much earlier than the 6th of August, caution you against 
sending forward tliat first minute ?— Shortly after the 27th of July. 

31 sf What was the time, as nearly as you can judge ?— I think it must have been 
immediately after the 27th July, and certainly not before. , i - xt 

310 Then the minute itself must have been in existence early m July: — Not 

to my knowledge, as the 2'lh of July was the first time 1 could have any cogni- 
zance of it. 1 • T 1 n V 

320. Do you reckon previous to the 13th of July to be early in July r Y es. 

321. Then you apprehend this minute must have been in existence previous to 
the 13th of July ?— 1 have before said I could have no cognizance of it till the 27th 

322^ Come as near as you can to the time when you conceive Mr. Dawson re- 
turned from Ireland? — I find I have been in error in stating he went to Ireland, 
he was frequently absent, and 1 believe at Brighton ; but I have no means of ascer- 
taining the different periods. „ . , v * 1 1 i\/r 

223 Did you do anything with that first minute when you were directed by Mr. 

Dawsra not to send it forward I have before stated that I omitted to give any 
directions upon the subject, and that the copy sent to Mr. Moore was done so inad- 
vertently, the minute having given no such directions, but merely that a letter 
should be written to him calling for more information. 

324. Where was it at the time you were directed not to send it forward ' — With 

other resei-ved papers in my department. j- .. j 

32<). Have you any recollection when you first saw it after having been directed 
not to send it forward ’—That I cannot take upon myself to state correctly as to 

*^^*326. Can you take upon yourself to say that it was you that sent it forward r— 

It was done in my department. , • .1, v. j 

327. Then the minute must have been in your department, and not m the hands 
of the Chancellor of the Exchequer ?— It might have gone back to him again, and 
I rather think it did, when it was suspended it wa.s sent back to Mr. Goulbum again. 

,,28? Do you mean that you sent it back again after you had directions to 

suspend it ? — I think it must have been got out of my department by one of his pri- 
vate secretaries. . , , , 11 

329. After it had been suspended ? — After it had been suspended. 

330 You do not know of that fact 1 - -No, I do not. 

■ E 3 33 «- 
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Tk oa. Boblyn, E sq. 33^ Theu if your conjecture is right, it must have been sent not by you but by 
1 June 18-12. or somebody in his office?— It would come into his office to be 

executed by the letter being written, and the copy of the minute beinjj made and 
sent forward. ° 

332. When you were directed not to forward the minute, that minute must have 
been m existence at the timer— Certainly. 

333* Therefore it must have been in existence early in July ? — I beg to say that 
I had no cognizance of ic till the 27th of July, and that no minute is considered iu 
existence until it has passed the records of the office. 

334- Was it you that took that letter to Mr. Dawson, to which a reference has 
been made ? — I think I took that letter to Mr. Dawson to be signed by himself- 
my initials are in the comer. ^ * 

335. Was it by you or in your department that the error was committed of 
sending the minute containing 1,500 /. salary instead of 1,200 /. to Mr. Moore ?— 
I have before stated that the letter which contained the minute was taken for sig- 
nature inadvertently. ® 

33^* Then you were inadvertent as to the nature of the minute you sent to him ? 
—I have acknowledged the inadvertence, and also have stated that on the 6th of 
August no^ subsequent minute had been directed to be substituted. 

337- Did you send it to him by mistake for another ?— Certainly not by mistake 
tor another, as it appears that the minute to be substituted did not reach me till 
alter that period. 

338. And a mistake in your department ? — Yes. 

339- When was it that you first heard of the mistake having been committed • 

1 cannot exactly say the date. 

340. Will you speak as nearly as you can?— 1 hat I cannot at all recollect. I 
know the explanation took place in Mr. Rice’s room, about the error havine' 
occurred. » 



Tre^^' That was soon after Mr. Rice became Secretary to the 

342. That was the first time, according to your present recollection, that you heard 
there was any mistake about it ? — Yes. 

343. In what month was that ? — In November. 

344- How did it come to be considered a mistake Upon Mr. Dawson brinBiinr 
to my recollection m Jvlr. Rice’s room that be ordered it to be suspended. 

345- You were present at the conversation in Mr. Rice’s room ?— Certainly • 
I was sent for to know why the 1,500 /. minute had gone on instead of the other."^ ’ 

346. Will you have the goodness to inform the Committee as nearly as you 
can, what took p ace between the several parties upon that occasion? — I do not 
know that 1 reco lect anything more than Mr. Dawson bringing to my recollection 
that he ordered the 1,500/. minute to be suspended, and I think I said at the time 
that I was perfectly aware of it, and that I was quite surprised that the i,:;oo/ 
one had gone instead of the 1,200/. one. 

347- Thmi you did at that time state it to be a mistake ?— Certainly : I was 
convinced it was so as soon as Mr. Dawson brought the circumstance to mv 
recollection. 

348. In point of fact, on the 6th of August, when the letter was despatched to 
Mr Moore you conceived that a minute had regularly passed and been entered 
on the books of the Treasury ?- It was so considered by my department ; but as I 
before stated, I omitted to mention the subsequent order for its suspension. 

349- Retween the time of Mr. Dawson’s writing on the 6th of August and the 

Wt ^nv ir ” “■■■ gi™ y'"' tif understand 

that any mistake had been committed in the appointment of Mr. Moore’— I had 

ha/b^cnTT'°”f™“ ™ s^yect until he told me the mistake 

had been made m forwarding the minute. 

does not become a minute till it has received the approbation 
of three of the Lords of the Treasury, does it ? No. 

351. Is there any indorsement placed upon the document for the purpose of 

1 ’t '“"’■5' Bo-rf^-The number on tL minute 

would correspond with the number on the paper on which the minute is made, and 

o'idlbr" ■ ”1' ™ ‘he minute, because this is sup- 

posed to be a minute of the Board on that day. 

352. Be so good as to mention what the evidence is that a document has become 
4 minute, in other words, has passed the Treasury Board ?— The number on the 

minute 
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minute corresponding with the number on the paper, certified by the initials of the Thos. Hohlyn, Esq. 
secretary. - 

353. Then it is not by the marking of the word “read”on the back of thedocu- i June 183a. 
ment that proof is afforded that the document has passed the Treasury Board ? — 

It is a proof that it has passed the Board when a paper so marked, "read” on 
a particular day, has a minute corresponding with the number and date indorsed 
on the paper giving direction for the disposal of it. 

354. Then it is not writing the word “ read ” that gives the evidence of its having 
passed the Treasury Board? — Nothing is written on the rough minute more than 
a reference to the number on the paper on which the minute is made. In many 
cases where the Chancellor of the Exchequer has been consulted, the minute is laid 
before him prepared rough, and if he wishes to make any alteration in it he makes 
it ; it is then given back to the assistant secretary, who brings it before the Board, 
and who puts his initials as a sanction for executing any directions which may 
appear on the minute. 

355. Is that the case with these documents? — They appear to be both so. 

356. Are both of the documents numbered ? — They are both so numbered, 

9264 and 9264. 

357. You have stated to the Committee that one of the proofs that a document 
has become a minute was to be derived from the correspondence in the number 
marked on the document, and the number marked in the book ; is there not a cor- 
respondence in this case ? — Certainly. 

358. What evidence is there marked on the back of the first document to show 
you that that document became a Treasury minute? — It having been indorsed as 
“read” on the 27th July, and a minute corresponding in number and date, 
initialed by Mr. Stewart, giving direction thereon. 

359- In '''hat way does that memorandum afford any evidence that the document 
had passed the Treasury Board? — This minute may go forward to-morrow.*’ 

360. Is that a proof that it had passed the Treasury Board ? — It is a proof that 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer had given his sanction to its being so dis- 
posed of. 

361. How is an “ entry” made on the 26th of July evidence that a document 
had passed the Board on the 27th July ? — If by the word “ Entry” Mr. Goulburn’s 
memorandum is alluded to, it is no proof that it has passed the Board, but merely 
his sanction to its being so disposed of by the Board. 

362. Do you believe that the fii*st document ever passed the Treasury Baa'd ?- — 

The impression on my mind is certainly that it did, but it was immediately ordered 
to be suspended. 

363. How often did Mr. Dawson caution you to suspend the first document ? — 

I never recollect to have had any caution from Mr. Dawson but once, but that 
caution should have been quite sufficient for me to have suspended it till he gave 
further directions. 

364. How soon after the 27th July did you make a communication ? — InAugust, 

365. Were you cautioned to suspend this document before you made a communi- 
cation to Mr. Moore? — Certainly ; and, as I have before stated, no such authority 
was given by the minute of the 27th July. 

366. Was there more than one minute ever, in point of fact, entered in the 
Treasury book? — I do not think there ever was, if what is termed the Department 
book is here alluded to. 

367. Was that one entered antecedent to Mr. Dawson’s letter to Mr. Moore of 
the 6th of August ? — Certainly. 

368. Can you form any opinion as to the time when that minute was bound up ? 

— I should imagine in the succeeding month. 

369. Are you perfectly clear that at the time that letter was written by Mr. 

Dawson to Mr. Moore a minute had passed? — Certainly. 

370. Are the Committee to understand that at this moment what you call the 
fair copies of the minutes are bound up in the Treasury book? — I should imagine 
they are, otherwise you would not have the copy which recites the two minutes, 
the 1,500 1 . and the minute which ought to have been the one that was executed, 
which has been printed, and laid before the House. 

371. Is there any period at which the Commissioners look over those books which 
contain the Treasury minutes, to see whether there are duplicates or errors, or any 
thing of that kind remaining upon the authentic record.^ — It is not the business of 
the Commissioners to do that. 

.592. E 4 372- Is 
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372. Is it the business of any person, or is it a business done by any person, to 
review or revise the Treasury books, to see whether they are correct, or whether 
there are duplicates or errors in the minutes? — The chief clerk in the department 
looks over those fair minutes at the expiration of the month, before they are 
bound up. 

373. Are the Committee to understand, that at the e.xpiration of the month 
witliin which those two documents appear upon the face of the books, some clerk 
of the Treasury must have looked over them, and conceived that they were both 
right? — The suspended minute ought never to have been bound up. 

374. You have produced a third document, dated tiie 17th December 1830, 
which recites the two previous documents which you have handed in, is this a regu- 
lar Treasury minute? — Certainly. 

375. How has this minute of the 1 7th of December been authenticated, by 
whose initials? — By Mr. Stewart, the assistant secretary. 

376. Has this any peculiar marks of being authentic, which the other two which 
you have produced have not ? — Two are initialed by Mr. Stewart, and one is ini- 
tialed by Mr. Dawson, the 1 ,200 /. one is initialed by Mr. Dawson, and in fact was 
the minute only to be carried into effect. 

377. Are not the first and the last minutes both initialed by Mr. Stewart? — 
Yes. 

378. Is the 1,200/. the last? — No; the last one recites the 1,200/. one, and 
the other 1,500/. 

379. What is the date of the first ? — The two first both bear the same date, the 
27th July. 

380. What is the second minute? — The same as the first, only with a salary 
of 1,200 /. 

381., Was the letter which was signed by Mr. Dawson, and addressed to Mr. 
Moore, written by vou? — Written in my department, not by me. 

382. Did you bring him the letter to sign ? — 1 did. 

383. Did lie read it ? — I do not think he did ; it is impossible that the Secretary 
of the Treasury can read all the letters that are brought to him for his signature ; 
and as chief clerk I am responsible for the cori’ectness of those letters, and my 
initials are in the corner. 

384. Then it was your mistake, and not Mr. Dawson’s? — Yes. 

385. Have you any doubt that the minute which ought to have been sent by 
you, if you had not made a mistake, was the 1,200/. minute?— I have since ascer- 
tained, by reference to our books, that I was wholly in error as to the existence of 
that minute ; it was not made till the latter end of October or beginning of 
November. 

386. Have you any reason to think that any second minute had been made 
at all? — Answered by the foregoing. 

387. What book is this you now produce to the Committee? — That is the De- 
partment book, the 3d division. 

388. Of which you are chief clerk ? — Yes. 

389. What documents are entered in this book? — Every minute that passes the 
Board on that particular day. 

390. Among the entries of the 27th of July 1 830, do you find entered No. 9264, 
name, “ Lord Francis Leveson Gower;” subject, “the office of the Registrar of 
Deeds in Ireland, vacant by death of Lord Kilwarden under the head sheet, 
2 and 3, “ Write to Mr. Moore, deputy registrar, and Lord Francis Leveson 
Gower;” under the head of “ Prepared 2d of August,” and under the head of 
“ Completed 5th of August?” — That is the entry in our Department book; we 
have no other evidence to show that it came to us on that day. 

391. Does not this show that a minute which had passed the Board came to 
your office on the 30th July? — Yes. 

392. When did the minute come into your office ? — The day after it passed the 
Board. 

393. The 30th of July and the 2d of August stand before the 27th of July ; will 
you explain that circumstance?— I do not believe that they are entered regularly ; 
these are not entered by me, but by one of the clerks in my department. 

394. Are these entries in the book entries of minutes which actually have passed 
the Board of Treasury ? — Yes ; on tlieday when they are stated. 

395. Supposing a document was brought to your department, purporting to be 
a minute of the Board of Treasury, would it not be entered whether or not it had 

passed 
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passed the Board of Treasury ?— Certainly, it would not have been brought to me HoUt/n, Es^, 
unless it had been passed. ■"! « 

396. And therefore its appearing in that book does not prove that it passed the * ‘*3%- 

Board of Treasury, but only proves that a certain document was brought to your 

division, which was regularly entered as a special minute, whether it was real or 
supposed ?— Yes, if initialed by the Treasury. 

397. So that whether the document in question was or was not a minute of the 
Board is not proved by the book ?— No ; the Department book is a book of reference 
to the minute, and is a memorandum showing when the directions of the minute 
wei'e executed. 

398. It merely proves this, that it was understood by the clerk who made this 
entry that it was a regular minute? — Yes. 

399. Who generally puts the initials on ? — If the minute has been approved of by 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer, he puts his initials on ; or if it is approved of 
by any other officer of the Treasury, he puts his. 

400. What is the purport of those initials ? — To show that it has passed the Board. 

401. Did this minute bear the initials which in the usual course of busine^ in- 
dicate that the minute has passed the Board of Treasury ? — It did, certainly ; 
because there is the evidence on the document itself to show that it is done so. In 
the book I see No. 9264 entered, and we have the paper as well, 9264. 

402. What book is that which you now produce? — That is the Irish book, in which 
all business relating to Ireland are written. 

403. Do you produce the copy of a letter to Lord Francis Leveson Gower? — 

Yes. 

404. Will you read that letter?—" Having read your Lordship’s letter of the 
29th of May last, stating that a vacancy has taken place in the office of registrar 
of deeds and conveyances in Ireland, by the death of Lord Kilwarden, I am com- 
manded by their Lordships to transmit to you, for the information of his Excellency 
the Lord Lieutenant of Ireland, a copy of a minute of this Board, dated the 



27th ultimo thereon.” 

405. What is the date of that letter?— The 6th of August 1830. 

406. Is that addressed to Lord Francis Leveson Gower? — Yes, with a copy of 
the minute regulating the office of the registrar of deeds. 

407. When was the first minute sent to you, and when did the second come into 
your department for execution? — It appears that we had only one entry, vide 
Department Book, third division. Minute of the 2d July, dated the 6th of August. 

408. Have you looked through tliis book to discover any other entries? — Yes, 
I have ; and I have got my assistant also to look at it. 

409. Does that entry refer to the two letters which you have now produced?— 

Certainly. ^ , 

410. To what period does this book extend? — To the 23d of March i83i- 

411. Does that book contain an entry of the minute of the 13th of December? 

—Yes. . , , j . 

412. 'fhe Committee may infer that should it be the case, that the second minute 
was executed subsequent to August 1830, no entry was made of it in this book? 

' 413. And therefore the second minute must have been substituted for the first ? 
— The first ought to have been cancelled. 



George Moore, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

414. IN your last examination you explained the nature of the books which are Geo. Mowe,.Es<t 
kept in your office; will you explain what the particular duties of your own 

situation are:— As the bead* of the office my duty consists in the general manage- 
ment, regulation and direction of all its departments. 

415. Does that require your constant attention in the officer — It does not require 
a regular daily attendance ; it requires a sufficient continued attention to the progress 
of the different works going on in the different departments of the office, and the 
individuals employed in them, so as to ensure their due execution. 

416. Under the present regulations of your office is it competent for you to 
absent yourself for any length of time from the office? It is. 

417. Is there any limit to the time during which you may absent yourself r— 

Under the last Treasury minute the registrar is restricted from absenting himself 
for any period exceeding 30 days, without the permission of the Chancellor or the 
Master of the Rolls in Ireland. 

F 418. Does 
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418. Does that mean 30 days in the entire in any one year, or merely 30 days 
at the end of_ which you must return to the office ? — I have always considered that 
it means 30 days at a time, and not 30 days for an entire year. 

419. Therefore, that absence of 30 days might be repeated by you as frequently 
as ^ interval of one day would admit of in the year ? — So far as a literal compliance 
with that condition goes it might. 

420. Were yon not the representative for the city of Dublin since your appoint- 
ment to the office of registrar ? — I was, for a short time since. 

421. Would the two situations have been incompatible? — I never considered 
them so. 

422. Therefore you think that you might have attended your duties in Parliament 
and executed the duties of Registrar at the same time ? — Yes, certainly. 

423. Do you take any share in the executive duties of the office, such as ad- 
ministering oaths, or examining deeds, or giving searches? — 1 take no part in the 
routine mechanical duties of any of the departments in the office. My duty I 
conceive to be, and indeed it is pointed out to me, that of seeing that the general 
duties of the office in all their details are duly and regularly executed by the diffe- 
rent individuals assigned to execute them. 

424. How could that duty have been performed while you W'ere attending your 

Parliamentary duties? — That duty is to be performed, not so much by attendance 
daily, as by having established a regular system of machinery, and by makinc^ and 
maintaining all such arrangements as may be necessary for keeping that machinerr 
m pure and efficient order. ^ 

425. \V hat superintendence do you conceive to be requisite in order to keep 
that machinery in proper order ?— I conceive the registrar, in order to keep that 
machinery in proper order, should frequently personally inspect the progress of each 
department, that he should hold constant communication with the different pereons 
or classes of persons employed for the execution of the different works in the office, 
that he should be always ready to receive communications upon the subject, and if 
absent from the office itself when any necessity for his presence arises, that he 
should be in readiness to repair to the spot, and there give such directions and make 
sudi regulations as occasion may require. 

426. But if the registrar is tdlowed by the Act appointing him to absent himself, 
that admits of his going out of the country, so as not to be in the way when occasion 
shall require it .—I think that the permission allowed to the registrar to absent 

j practically by his own responsibility for the due execution 

of the duties of the office. I do not conceive that the registrar has a right to absent 
himself for such or so many periods as would render it impossible for him to pay 
due attention to the discharge of those duties. ^ ^ 

427* Then, in point of fact, the duties of the office are actually and entirely 
executed by the assistant registrar and the other officers of the department?— 
The routine mechanical duties are, but I conceive that the most important duties 
of all are those which I have stated as attaching to the head of the office, where 
that office is conducted by means of such a numerous establishment as is comprised 
in the office of registrar of deeds in Ireland. 

428. Who are the efficient persons in the establishment, and in whom particular 
parts of the establishment are placed? — To take the different departments of tlie 
office in their order, Mr. Oliver Moore and Mr. Francis Armstrong execute the 
duties of one department. 

department is that? — The duties discharged by it at present consist 
principally in the receiving of deeds and memorials for registry, seeing that they 
are authenticated either by affidavit sworn before one of themselves or before a 
commissioner in the country, and, in the latter case, marking on the memorial the 
time of Its delivery in the office ; handing those deeds and memorials over for the 
purpose of their going through the different stages in their progress towards a com- 
plete r^istry, and in due time signing the certificate of registry on the deed ; 
receiving instructions for searches and attested copies of memorials ; giving in- 
structions to clerks for making searches, and when made comparing the instructions 
and signing the search ; giving instructions for attested copies of memorials, and 
signing them when made ; receiving the fees, making disbursements for official pur- 
poses, and accounting with the registrar for the balance ; doing other contingent 
matters incident to attendance on the public in their department j and it is their 
duty to give daily attendance during office hours, unless when either may have 

from 
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from the registrar occasional leave of absence. Another department is that of the Ge o. Moore, Esq . 
Account Clerk, whose duty it is to enter in books kept for the purpose all the fees ^ ^ 

received in the office under their respective heads, and to enter all the disburs- ^ * 

ments made out of those fees to the clerks, who are paid weekly ; to investigate and 
check their accounts from time to time ; to see that the charges made by them are' 
properly made, and to do everything incident to the duty, and a very extensive 
duty it is, of keeping and checking the accounts of receipts and disbursements in such 
a manner as to be enabled to return and verify on oath the same, or any part of them 
when required, under the 9th Geo. 4. Another department is filled by Mr. William 
Butler, who has a great variety of miscellaneous business to perform, not easily 
reducible to a distinct head. He has the peculiar duty also of attending, from nine 
o’clock in the morning until six in the afternoon, the extreme hours within which 
the working clerks are at their different employments, for the purpose of opening 
and closing the apartments in which their business is done ; of ascertaining and 
reporting the regularity of the clerks during extra hours, and of doing, during those 
hours, any other business that may be assigned to him. Another is that filled by 
Mr. William Davis, with occasional assistance, namely, that of attending the 
public with the books of the office when required ; of making up the files of me- 
morials ; of looking to the state of the books ; and reporting from time to time to 
the registrar on their condition and necessary repairs. Another department of 
duty is that discharged by those employed in the compilation of all the indexes, 
and this is one of the most important branches of official duty. That branch is 
discharged by the combined operations of a great number of individuals. I think 
there are no less than eleven individuals who devote their time, some entirely and 
some partially, to the different stages of these compilations. There is first the 
making of the day-book, then the making of the abstract book, then the extracting 
the entries from each, and placing them under their proper heads in the various 
alphabetical indexes, both of parties’ names and of lands ; the checking and com- 
paring those and several other incidental services necessary for the accurate com- 
pletion of those indexes. Another department is that of the searchers, which 
employs, more or less, the time of ten or eleven clerks, I should say, nearly their 
entire time during office hours. Their duty is to make diligently and accurately 
all searches for which instructions are received, to give a full and correct return of 
all registered acts coming within the scope of each requisition, and to furnish 
abstracts or copies according to the nature of the search. Lastly, there is the 
copying department, comprising those engaged in transcribing memorials into the 
large parchment books of the office, to make attested copies for the public, in in- 
dorsing certificates on deeds, and various other miscellaneous services that fall 
rather into the copying department than any other. 

430. Are there chief clerks appointed to each of those departments, who shall 
superintend them? — No. The searching department, however, receiving their 
inL-uctions from Mr. Oliver Moore or .Mr. Armstrong, are in the first instance 
under their immediate direction in that branch of duty. 

431. How are they all superintended ?— The registrar must take care that all 
those different departments are regular and correct in the discharge of their respec- 
tive duties and that they keep up all the works about which they are employed in 
the state in which they ought to be kept. The registrar is the person resi>onsibIe 
for the due execution of all the duties of the office. 

432. Take the department of the compilation of indexes, which you have stated 

to be one of the most important in the office ; this is done by i i individuals ; is 
there any person who checks those indexes after they shall have been entered by 
the clerks ?— There is one clerk appointed for the checking of the most important 
indexes, and those in which errors are most likely to occur, that is the indexes of 
lands ; his duty is, after the entries are made from the abstract books into the indexes, 
to go through these books, examine every denomination of land, and ascertain that 
it appears in its proper place in the indexes of lands. _ 

433. Is it the duty of the assistant registrar to check those books occasionally f 



— No, it is not. „ • 4. j 

434. Then it is not the duty of the assistant registrar generally to superintend 
the hooks that are kept in the office?— No further than as occasion may arise m 
pursuance of any general directions given by the registrar ; the duties ot the 
assistant registrar are generally what I have before specified. . 

422- How many persons are there in the office who can administer oaths . 
Two : Mr. Oliver Moore and Mr. Armstrong. 

' T? .. /toh Is 
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T specially giren them by Act of Parliament ?-lt is given 
liaiTent ^ "•'■ch has acquired the force of an Act of Par- 

It ** *” “<!m>nister oaths ever been doubted ?_ 

do,7hf by few, I believe, but himself, and for the purpose of removing all 

,1, n f esses, and laid the one before Mr. Pennyfather** the 

tt!t rate the Xr™' ^“”™ey-geMral, and they both concurred in the opinion 

d.nv s>>sent. there is no person in the office whose 

rf L offie^ superintend the different departments ?~The general superintendence 
of the office telongs to the registrar, but I conceive it to be the duty of the higher 
subordinate officers, who come more immediately in contact with the other depart- 
ments, to report to the registrar as occasion may require ^ 

offirersf?'’ P'-^™s do you include in the words “higher subordinate 
officers. and Mr. Armstrong, and I should also include Mr 

Chapman and Mr. M illiam Butler. 

440. Should you find that the indexes have been entered up very incorrectly or 
very slowly during your absence from the office, whom should you crasider resp™l 

i,n™?h * “ responsibility to me for any incorrectness would rest 

upon those who were entrusted with the making of the different entries. 

iMl. 1 hat IS to say, with the eleven clerks you have mentioned ?— It would rest 
entirely upon the clerks employed to make those entries in which the incorrectness 

442. Then you would consider the clerks who ought to have made those entries 
t^m! ''''“P™®*'® P” neglect?— Yes, and I am responsible for 

443- But you would not under such circumstances hold Mr. Moore or Mr 
Armstrong responsible for the neglect of those clerks ?— Certainly not. I am con- 
stantly in the habit ofgivmg directions myself for the execution of those works 

^ ™ leave the office for any longer time than usual, I take care to 

leave such directions as may be necessary to keep the business going. 

444- When you were about to leave Dublin in attendance upon your Parliamen- 

ffiry duties, how could you possibly have left such directions as should have been 
sufficient for the time that you would in all probability be absent Yes, for besides 
the comnimiicatmii I keep with the office while absent, there is a regularity in iS 
machiiicry which, while properly maintained, will enable it in a great measure to 
work Itself in its ordinary routine business. ^ measure to 

'l imn you depend upon the regularity of the machinery more than upon 
the subordinate check in the office .5— To a certain extent; but I must observe tLt 
eveu when I am absent from the office I am in constant comniunicatrou with it 
wheiievei occasion arises, and, in fact, I do a great deal of my own official business 
hours, and when I am absent from it. 

44 )• Would not the duty of the registrar of the office appear to be the continued 
examining of books to check them off, that entries shall have been made as nearly 
correctly as he can ascertain ? — I conceive not by any means because it wm,14 1,1 

impossible for one individual personally to keep up a system’of checking in all its 

fo?th " ’ security upon, which the head of tL office, who is fesponslble 

for the accuracy of the entries, can rely, is the certainty of having kept up the whole 
system in a state of regularity and discipline ; that he must df 
exertions and devoting his best attention, according as he shall see occasion In 
by frequent inspection of all the different departments.' 

regttrarTn ti^oE TiVV necessity of the constant attendance of the 

T?. w 1 — Tliat I think must depend very much upon circumstances 

If a registiar is appointed who is unacquainted with the practical details of the 
office, who has no experience, who is not fully conversant with the S L of its 
machinery, who is not acquainted with the individuals composing thTSl sh 

ment, so as to enable him to form a judgment of their different charfeters and o uali- 

feations, wlio is thus without any measure for his own confidence in them • then I 

tegular aTenf lice 
® 448. May 
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448. May not circumstances continualJy arise which may require the personal 
attendance of the registrar, such as disputes as to whether a deed should be regis- 
tered or not, and many other circumstances? — It very seldom happens that a dis- 
pute of that nature arises which the persons who receive the deed are not competent 
to decide themselves. 

449. Do parties who require searches ever require that they shall be signed by 
the registrar himself for greater security?— 1 have never known an instance of it. 

450. Are you responsible for the acts of the assistant registraj-, as well as other 
persons employed in the office ? — So I consider myself. 

451. By whom are those officers, for whose acts you are responsible, appointed ? 
— All the officers enumerated in the Treasury minute are appointed by the Lords 
of the Treasury. 

452. Which are they? — The assistant, the chief clerk, and the three other 
clerks } all the rest of the clerks are employed and retained by myself. 

453- ^ are the head of the office ? — Yes. 

454. And you conceive yourself bound to answer for any misconduct in the 
business of that office ? — I do. 

455. You of course take care to appoint such persons as you can rely upon to do 

your business properly, and according to the prescribed rules of the office ? 

Certainly. 

456. And if that business is discharged by those people faithfully and properly, 

according to the confidence you place in them, your trouble would be very little? 

So long as every individual employed in the office discharges his duty with fidelity 
and accuracy, my risk is proportionably lessened. 

457. And your trouble proportionably less also?— With respect to trouble I 
should still, notwithstanding the confidence I felt in the excellence of the esta- 
blishment, feel myself called upon to make frequent inspection of all the depart- 
ments, for the purpose of assuring myself that my continued confidence was well 
grounded. 

458. Like the head of any other office ?— Precisely like the head of any other 
office. 

459. What length of time may you have passed in London discharging your 

Parliamentary duties, in continuation at any one timer — Since I have been 
appointed registrar, not more than a few weeks at a time. My first attendance after 
my appointment as registrar was at the meeting of Parliament, I think the last 
week in October 5 I returned in the course of the month of December. I did not 
return again till the month of March, and Parliament was dissolved, I believe 
in April. ’ 

460. In the mean time you conducted your professional business in the eccle- 
siastical courts as a doctor, and in the common law courts ? — I did. 

461. And in the equity courts ? — When called on. From the power I have of 
selecting my own time for the performance of my own duties, I can make such 
arrangements as give me spare time for some professional avocations. 

462. The communication between you and the office in your absence could only 
be requisite where some case of peculiar difficulty arose, or where some error had 
taken place in the conduct of the inferior officers? — When those things occurred, of 
course there would be a communication with me, but there were several other 
occasions giving rise to communications with the office. I can give the Committee 
an instance of one by way of illustration : it occurred thus, and when I filled the 
situation of acting head of the office under Lord Kilwarden. After the passing of 
the 9 Geo. 4, I had been apprised of a very general complaint amongst professional 
men as to the expense of certified searches in the office under that Act, by reason of 
the number of references produced by the necessity of having a double search 
namely, a search in the indexes of names, and also in the indexes of lands. It was 
suggested that this might be avoided by a request from the party desiring the search, 
that it should be confined to one or other ; having turned the matter frequently in 
my mind, and feeling strong doubts upon it, I prepared and submitted a case for 
the present Attorney-general, in order to be advised as to the safety of adopting 
this suggestion. His opinion, however, being that the officer could not safely 
under these circumstances dispense with making the double search, I was obliged 
to give it up. The impression amongst the profession, however, continuing still 
very strong as to the charges upon those searches, the matter occupied a good deal 
of my consideration at the very time I was discharging my Parliamentary duty ; and 

59^- F3 ’in 
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Maere, Esq. in the course of that consideration it suggested itself to me, that a special requisition 

— for a search could be framed, which at the same time that it was strictly in pursuance 

i JanoxBaa, of the Act of 9 Geo. 4, might give to parties requiring searches the advantages 
generally sought, and I accordingly prepared the draft of a requisition for the pur- 
pose, sent it over from London to Dublin, apprised the public of it by notice posted 
in the office, and of such form of requisition many persons subsequently availed 
themselves. I mention that as an instance merely of the occasional communica- 
tions I had with the office during my absence from it. 

463. That was an instance in which your superintendence was required in pur- 
suance of the construction of that Act of Parliament ? — It was. 

^64. Did you continue to practice as a barrister, and as an ecclesiastical advocate, 
previous to your becoming head in the office? — Yes, I did. 

465. What was the nature of the communications to which it is your duty to 
attend? — Every communication that may occasionally arise connected with the dis- 
charge of any of the duties in any of the different departments. 

466. Could you exactly foresee at what time such necessity would arise ? — Not 
exactly ; but care being taken to keep the system in a proper state, I felt secure in 
my own mind that things would go on well, unless something unforeseen requiring 
my directions arose ; when such did arise, I transmitted my directions accordingly, 
just as, when 1 attended at the office, I gave my directions on every occasion requiring 
my interference. 

467. But you might have been in London when those occasions you refer to 
occurred? — I might; but no instance ever occurred of any inconvenience arising 
from my absence. 

468. Have your duties been increased since your present appointment ? — I con- 
sider my responsibility more direct and cogent ; and, as head of the office, my 
authority has been more frequently exercised, and my personal directions more fre- 
quently given than before. 

469. Have you read tlie Bill which has gone through the Committee of the House 
of Commons? — Yes. 

470. Under the new Bill will there be an increase of duty to the assistant regis- 
trar? — No, I am not aware that there will. 

471. Will there not in compiling the indexes? — I conceive that the making and 
compiling of the indexes, at least giving all necessary directions and establishing all 
necessary arrangements for the purpose, and seeing them carried into execution, falls 
within the scope of my duty. 

472. Will not the assistant registrar have to superintend the carrying your orders 
into execution ? — So far as my orders extend to the assistant’s department, but with 
respect to the other departments, when special instructions are necessary, I generally 
communicate directly with the individuals employed ; sometimes my orders are con- 
veyed through the assistants, but I do not hold them resjwnsible to me for the per- 
formance of orders actually given to others. Where the assistants receive any orders 
to be executed by themselves, they are of course responsible, but I do not hold them 
responsible for the neglect of those employed in the compilation of the indexes or 
the making out of transcripts, further than this, that if they see anything going 
wrong they are bound to report it to me. I occasionally convey orders through 
them to the individuals employed ; and I am in the habit of communicating also 
directly and personally with all the departments of the office, and have always been 
so, more frequently however since I became the principal of the office than before : 
with the assistant I am, of course, in constant communication. 

473. The indexes will be prepared under your direction by persons who will be 
paid out of the proceeds of the office? — Certainly. 

474. Then you will have, with respect to the indexes, merely to point out what 
the Act of Parliament requires to be done without exercising any discretion? — No 
discretion as to the form in which they are to be completed, but the means by which 
that is to be carried into effect involve a great deal of detail, that a person unac- 
quainted with the office may not at first view; contemplate now, to illustrate this, 
the directions in 9 Geo. 4, with respect to the division of lands indexes iuto paro- 
chial and baronial indexes, has given rise to the necessity of more consideration, and 
the application, on my part, of more time and attention in frequent communications, 
both in and out of the office, than any one could suppose from a provision apparently 
so simple. 

475- When the formulae are once established there can be no difficulty afterwards 

in 
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in carrying on what you call the machinery with respect to indexes? — Not much 
diflBculty, if the machinery is kept properly going. 

476- That is, if directions when once complied with, shall continue to be com- 
plied with ? — So long as every individual employed does his duty according to th? 
directions he receives, the business will of course go on well. 

477 - When the indexes are once framed, and there are formula for other indexes, 
do they not go on without any additional trouble?— Precisely, so long as the in- 
structions for them are strictly and diligently adhered to ; and according to the 
extent of the work to be done in that wav is the responsibility of the officer in- 
creased. 



Mortis, 5 ” die Junii, 1832 . 

Thomas Hoblyn, Esquire, called in ; and Examined. 

478. HAVE you anything to state in explanation of your former evidence? — ^ 
I have ; on referring to books I find that I was in error with respect to several dates on 
my former evidence, and I wish to substitute those corrections: The first minute 
says “ Let a letter be written to Mr. Moore, who as deputy registrar to the late 
Lord Kilwarden, has administered the office since his Lordship’s death, to render an 
account, up to the day of the pi*esent minute, of the sums received and sums paid 
for salaries and expenses, in order that the surplus may be carried to the Consoli- 
dated Fund.” The first error was in executing any portion of them, when Mr. Dawson 
had given me orders to suspend the execution of it. 

479. Is that an error in your former statement which you are now correcting ? — 
Yes, 1 think it is. 

480. Have you ascertained that you were in error as to the date you gave in 
your last examination of what is called the second minute ? — Certainly. 

481. At what period do you now find that that second minute was made ? — It was 
not made till the latter end of October or the beginning of November. 

482. Have you referred to your letter-books to ascertain whether any communica- 
tions were made to Mr. Moore, or any official persons in Ireland, relating to the 
second minute ? — I produce the letter-book to show that it was communicated to 
him in the month of November, on the 19th. 

483. Will you produce it? — \The Witness produced the. same.'] — “ On the 
19th of November a letter signed by Mr. Dawson was written to Sir Henry 
Hardinge, transmitting a copy of their Lordship’s minute of the 27th of July 
last, regulating the office of registrar of deeds in Ireland, dated the 19th of November 
1830, G. R. Dawson.” 

484. What is that memorandum at the side ? — That is to show how it is 
indexed. 

485. Will you refer to the index to see whether that minute was then forwarded ? 
— 1 24, Minute regulating the office of registrar of deeds, the amended minute (rf“ 
the 19th of November 1830.” 

486. No minute appears of that date ; which minute therefore do you refer to ? — 
Which conveyed this amended minute of the 27th of July, but it was not made till 
the latter end of October or beginning of November. 

487. Of the same date do you find any other letter ? — A letter to Mr. Moore, 
conveying to him the substituted minute of the 27th of July. 

488. Read the letter ? — “ I am commanded by their Lordships of His Majesty’s 
Treasury, to transmit to you for your information and guidance, a copy of their 
Lordships' minute of the 27th of July last, regulating the office of the registrar 
of deeds in Ireland.” Directed to “ George Moore, Esq. 19th of November 1830, 
G. R. Dawson.” 

489. Was it the same minute you transmitted to Mr. Moore, namely, of the 1 9th 
of November, that you transmitted to Sir Henry Hardinge ? — Precisely. 

490. Is there anything in this book which can point out to %vhich of the two 
minutes, the one appointing the salary at 1,500 I. a year, and the other appointing 
the salary at 1,200 1 . a year, this letter relates to ? — Nothing but the number 9264, 
which is on the department book, and which also corresponds in the minute book. 

592- F 4 491. No 



Gee, Moore, 



1 Jbd« 183a. 



Tbos. Hoblyn, Esq. 



5 June 383a. 
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49 1 . No number is affixed to this letter ; how do you connect the number 9264 
with those letters? — Only by reference to our minute book in which the amended 
minute is prepared, 9 264, and which immediately follows the minute that was intended 
to be cancelled. 

492. But the letters themselves which you have read of the 19th of November 
have not the numbers 9264, or anything which connects them with this minute? — 

I should think that this has been an omission of the clerk in not entering the letter. 

493. Are both the documents of the same number ?— Yes. 

494. Do you wish now to correct the statement that you made, that the minute 
which you inclosed to Mr. Moore, appointing the salary at 1,500/. a year, was not 
sent by mistake as you formerly stated, but was actually the only minute which 
was in existence at that time ? — It was done inadvertently, without any authority. 

495. But that was the only minute that had existence at that time ? — At that 
time, certainly. 

496. Have you examined your department book to find by whose directions, and 
when received, those letters of the 19th of November were sent? — There is no 
other memorandum but the original entry of 92G4, that was intended to cover the 
substituted minute. 

497. Have you found no entry about the date of November, to show by whose di- 
rections those letters were first sent? — We have no other record but on reference 
to our letter-book, which contains the letters transmitting that minute. 

498. Do you find in your memorandum book by whose directions those letters 
in the letter-book were forw'arded ? — Nothing more than Mr. Dawson’s signature 
to these letters, which authorized the transmission. 

499. The minute directs that a copy shall be sent to Lord Francis Gower ; this 
is directed to Sir Henry Hardinge ; by what directions was that sent to Sir Henry 
Hardinge ? — He was then secretary ; Lord Francis Leveson Gower had then left. 

500. Can you bring to your recollection now at what period it was Mr. Dawson 
desired you not to forward the first minute. At what time did Mr. Dawson leave 
London for Ireland ?— I learn from Mr. Dawson that it was about the i ith of 
July that he left London for Ireland, and that he returned about the 26th or 27th. 

501. Can you state whether it was previous to Mr. Dawson’s leaving London 
that he gave you directions to cancel the first minute ? — Certainly ; it was after his 
return from Ireland. 

502. About what time after his return did he give you those directions? — It 
must be about the 27th or 28th of July. 

503. When Mr. Dawson gave you those directions to suspend the minute, what 
steps did you take to prevent its being sent forward, or prevent its being acted 
upon? — I gave no directions in my department that I can recollect. 

504. Then you gave no directions to have it suspended ? — Certainly not. 

505. By whose directions did you write the letter of the 6th of August to Mr. 
Moore? — It appears to have been an inadvertence on the part of one of the gentle- 
men in my office, without any authority. 

506. Do you mean to state that a clerk in your department can take upon him- 
self to write letters of this description without directions ? — It appears to have been 
so done in this instance, from a misconception. 

507. On the part of whom ? — On the part of both him and myself. 

508. Did you read that letter ? — Certainly ; because my initials are in the comer, 
and therefore I am responsible for it. 

509. You stated that you are in the habit of initialing all the letters? — All in my 
department. 

510. Does it ever occur to you to put your initials without having read the letter 
to which you put your initials?--! cannot state that it does not occur, but it is at 
my own peril if I initial a wrong letter. 

511. In the habit of business, does it not occur that you may affix your initials 
to a letter without having read the letter ? — I think this letter is so short that I 
could not have omitted reading it, and therefore I should not have put my initials 
in the corner without having so done. 

512. Would not your initials in the comer have been rather a sign that you had 
read and approved of it ? — Certainly ; I do not mean to inculpate any other person ; 
I am technically responsible for every thing that passes through my department. 

513. You 
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,■5 1 3- You are now satisfied that this letter enclosed the minute which appointed Thos. Hoblyn, Esq 
the salary at 1,500 /. a year? — Certainly ; which was done improperly. 

514. What do you mean by improperly ? — Because Mr. Dawson had told me to 5 1833. 

suspend the execution of any directions contained in that memorandum, because it 

is only a memorandum of a minute. 

515. Did you consider it a minute up to that day r — I could not have written the 
letter if I had not had that misconception. 

516. In point of fact, this minute, marked 9264, was entered in the proceedings 
of the 27th July 1830, fixing the salary at 1,500/. — ^es. 

517. And regularly bound up? — Yes; and subsequently, in the month of No- 
vember, when the minute was passed, it was immediately put under the other, and 
a pencil line drawn across it, and the words then written upon it of cancelled 
minute, in November. 

5 1 8. Then from the 2 7th of July until about the 1 9th of November the minute 
or first document remained on record in the Treasury as a regular minute ? — Yes 
it did, improperly so. 

519. Does that book contain copies of any other papers or documents than what 
are conceived to be minutes of the Board of Treasury ? — Certainly not. 

520. Would you give the pages of the book in which those two minutes are entered? 

—The first minute on pages 434, 435, 436, and part of 437, on which page the 
substituted minute commences, and is carried on to page 440 ; these books are not 
paged till the book is bound, when they are paged by the bookbinder. 

52 1 . How is it that there is an omission of the paging of one page ? — I imagine 
it was intended to be considered as all belonging to 440. 

522. Can you account for it, that when you received the directions not to do 
anything upon that document, you did notwithstanding act upon it, and transmit 
it as a Treasury minute? — I can only account for it in this way, that it was done 
inadvertently and without authority. 

523. How soon after you were told not to do anything upon it, did you transmit 
that document, with the letter to which you have referred ? — It must have been be- 
tween the 27th of July and the 6th of August, the date of the letter. 

524. How came the person in your office who wrote the letter to act upon it if 
he did not receive some directions from you ? — He cannot account for it. 

525. Can you account for it? — Certainly not; and I was very much surprised 
when Mr. Dawson brought it to my recollection. 

5^6. Was there any communication made to you by any other member of the 
Treasury Board upon the subject of this minute before it was transmitted to 
Mr. Moore in August ? — No ; 1 had no communication with any other person than 
Mr. Dawson upon the subject. 

527. Can you charge your memory distinctly with that? — I can, for this reason, 
that Ireland is in my department; and that Mr. Dawson, as the secretary, taking 
Ireland under his especial care, would be the secretary with whom I should com- 
municate. 

528. Can you say that you were never directed by Mr. Goulburn to transmit 
that minute? — Certainly; I had no communication either verbal or written 
with him. 

529. Would you have thought yourself justified in taking directions from 
Mr. Goulburn as a single Lord of the Treasury, without the directions of the 
Board ? — I should have gone to Mr. Dawson, and said, Mr. Goulburn has told me 
to do so and so : are you aware of his having so done. 

530. Is not the Chancellor of the Exchequer’s office distinct from that of the 
Lords of the Treasury? — I presume so. 

531. And the medium of communication between the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer and the X^rds of the Treasury is the Secretary of the Treasury? — Certainly. 

532. Do you know the hand-writing of the individual who wrote this letter in 
the third division? — He is my chief assistant, Mr. Sandford. 

533. In the common course of business is he the person who would have laid 
that letter before you for your initials? — Certainly; he executes the most important 
letters in my division. 

534. Then there was nothing extraordinary, to attract your attention in that 
letter ? — Certainly not. 

535 ’ look at the exterior of this book ; do you perceive any part of the 

book which has the appearance of being inserted after the other part was bound up, 
and which is not coloured like the rest of the leaves? — Certainly. * ^ 

592. o- , ■ 536. , 

■ I. 
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536. Will you now open the book at that part, and state to what circumstance 
the pages relate which are so uncoloured ? — It contains the whole proceeding front 
the 27th of July to the amended minute. 

537‘ ^^>11 you state how many pages appear to have been so inserted since the 
book was bound ? — From 429, 27th July j 830, to 440 ; and the page not numbered, 
it being considered a portion of the 440. 

538. Does that part which appears to have been inserted contain the entire entries 
of the proceedings of the 27th of July, or are there other entries in the part which 
was originally bound of that date?— It contains the minutes of my division of the 
27th of July as well as the minutes of the other divisions of the Treasury Board of 
that date. 

539. Are all the proceedings of the 27th of July contained in those pages which 
appear to have been inserted, or do any of the proceedings of the 27th of July 
appear in that part, that appear originally to have been bound up together in the 
first instance? — That I cannot explain, unless I had the bookbinder who did it. 

540. Is there any number on the last page in that minute book on which the 
minute is entered? — Certainly not. 

541. Is there any other page in the book not numbered? — I cannot answer that 
question correctly ; but I see no other. 

542. Do you, after the proceedings of other days, find frequently blank pages 
left in point of writing, but still with numbers? — Yes; several. 

543. Can you in any way account, or do you recollect those pages being inserted ? 
— I do not, certainly ; but the binder probably might. 

544. Between what two numbers is the blank page? — Between 440 and 441. 

545. On page 44 i are there new proceedings immediately commenced ? — Cer- 
tainly ; because it commences with the fourth division, which is also under my 
superintendence. 

546. What subject occupies that blank page upon which there is no number? 

A continuation of the amended minute. 

547. At what page of the book do the proceedings of the 27th of July appear to 

commence ? — The first division commences 400 : the second division a.17 • and 
the third division 429. ’ 

548. In whose custody are those books?— They are placed in the custody of the 
book-ranger. 

549. Whose duty is it to see that the minutes are correctly entered in this book ? 
— The different chief clerks of the different departments read over those minutes 
when they are prepared fair, before they are bound up, and they are responsible for 
the minutes being correct. 

550. Do you know anything of this interpolation?— Nothing more than that I 
should conceive that it was correctly done. 

55^- -Do you know anything of it having been done ; w’ere you present at it ?— 
Certainly not. 

552. By whom was it done ?— It was done by the bookbinder, when he was 
ordered to insert that minute as a substitution for the one that was there before. 

553- By whose direction was it done? — I hold myself responsible for it. 

554* By your advice was it done? — Of course, it must have been with my 
concurrence. ^ 

. 555- Uo you know anything of this passage having been put between the ori- 
ginal leaves ?— I admit that it has been put in. 

556. Why was it that other pages were cut out, and those interposed ?— It was 
written in so large a hand, that there was not room to put them into the space ; that 
volume was bound up, and the minute was so long that there was not room to 
insert it. 

557. Was this book, according to your judgment, bound before or after those 
original pages were in it ?— Before. 

558. Then the book was perfected, and some leaves were taken out for the pur- 
pose of putting the other in, is that so ? — I cannot immediately say that. 

559' Here is part of the last original minute 428, then comes the interpolation 
which must have been placed in this book after the pages between 428 and 441 
were taken out, must it not? — I should imagine it must. 

560. Where are or what has become of those parts of the book that were in this 

book previous to the interpolation ?— I can only refer to the different persons in my 
department to account for that. ^ 

561. Do you or do you not know where those leaves are that were taken out of 

this 
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this book previous to this interpolation ?-No, certainly not. The only way in 
which I could answer that question satisfactorily would be this : to summon all the ^ 

persons in my department, and the person who indexed the book, and the book, 
binder, to account for the interpolation. , ■ ^ 1 

562. Were you the person that directed the interpolation .'—I directed the 

How could you have directed this interpolation to be made when you found 
that the pages from 424 to 441 must be taken out? — 1 cannot answer that question 
without a reference to all the gentlemen in my department. 

564. At what time do you know was this done?—! can only ascertain that by 
reference to the bookbinder. 

You cannot now? — No, certainly not. , , • j c 

566. But you can by reference to somebody ?— By reference to the bookbinder of 

the office^ow t;„e when it took place ?— The minutes 

come to me, and I see nothing more of them unless we have occasion to refer to 

them on a subsequent proceeding. , . w 9 t u 1 1 

568. Do you know at what time you advised this interpolation . I should think 
it might be in the month of November. ^ 

'^ 6 q. Is the book stitched together before it is bound ?— It must be. 

'570. Is it paged before it is bound ?— Certainly not ; that book is a contribution 
of all the minutes made in the different departments, and therefore they could not 
be paged until they were bound up. 

571. Theycouldnotbepagedtillthebookiscompleted?— iNo. 

572. Can you tell me whether this book was bound previous to the interpola- 
tion ? — It must have been. ^ , 0 t 1 u • 

573. And that must have been in the month of November .—I should imagine 

when the minute was made. 

« 574 . Can you say when the book was bound ? — Certainly not. _ 

575. Are there any other books of this description that have interpolations of the 

same'kind ?— That I cannot take upon myself to say ^ 

576. Did you ever meet with anytnmg of this kind before .—No, not to my 

recollection.^ the first document, dated the 27th of July, executed that day .'—It was 

pot executed that day. , ri n v^,- 

578. That book contains all the Treasury minutes of the month of July . -koi 

57g.*^\Vas that book bound immediately after July r — The practice is to bind m 
the succeeding month. , , . t tvt u 

'iSo. The second minute was executed when — In JNovember. , . , i 

^; 8 i. Then the second minute having been substituted for the first, and the book 
being already bound, you introduced the interpolation into the records of the month 

of July?— Yes, as it was intended to bea substitute. j o n 

582. How is a minute authenticated as having passed the Board .-'—liy tne 
initials of the secretary. „ , - r ..-l • 

If the original leaves which are not now forthcoming, were foithcommg, 
would it appear from them that they had the mark authenticating them. lhat 

would not prove it. . , - i ; 

584. Were you directed to make this interpolation by any person."— 

Were you aware of this intei-polation until it was shown to you this day ?— 

*"^5sT^Was it by your desire that those leaves were interpolated ?— By my 

^*^^87^ You, considering the first document had become void, caused it to be re- 
moved from the book in order to insert in its place that which had the validity of 
a minute? — It is not removed, it remains. 

<;88. Did you °-ive instructions for this interpolation in consequence of hndin„ tnav 
a document, not a°regular Treasury minute, had found its way into the book r-~\V heii 
it was intimated to me that this was to be a substitution for the one that was theie. 

c; 8 q. Can you account for the circumstance of a minute, not a regular Ireasmy 
minute, finding its way into the book ?— It was by mistake, it was copied out as a 
minute of July, and was suspended. . 

.'.uo Did YOU receive from Mr. Dawson any instructions not to forward that my 
‘ (3 2 minute.^ — 
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limmte l-Certamly : I had received instructions from Mr. Dawson to suspend the 
opci-ations of that minute. ^ 

the^Board^^'th^k intimation from Mr. Dawson come ?— Immediately after 

592. Is It your belief that the pages taken out of that book for the purpose of 
making room for the others had any connection with that minute w^hich Mr. 
Dawson directed you not to forward?— The original minute is there unmutilated 
593- Dt course jt could not have any reference to the orminul minute?— 
Certainly not. 

59t .Do you mean to say that what was taken out of the book had no reference to 
the ongma imnute r— ( ertamly not ; because the original minute is still there 

595. tthat wash that was taken out?-I do not know; 1 cannot speak to any- 
thing being taken out ; I must have the bookbinder and the different gentlemen in 
niy department, and investigate the circumstances relating to it in order to find 
tnst out. 

596. Do not you believe when you look to the number of those pages from 28 
to 41, that there must have been pages taken out?— It has such an appearance but 
I cannot speak correctly upon that point until I examine the gentlemen who indexed 
the book, together with the bookbinder. 

.-i97- .Can you say whether or not the pages upon which the original proceedings 
«eie written in July were taken out of this book and written upon it ?— That I cannot 
take upon myself to say, unless 1 examine the bookbinder who did it. 

598. .\s you gave the instrnction.s, can you say what your instructions were Mv 

instructions are in general to bind up all the books as soon as possible. ^ 

599- The question refers to the instructions to take out any part ? I do not re- 

member anything relating to that ; but I dare say the gentlemen in my department 
w'lll be able to answer that. ^ 

600. Till the month oi November, did the original minute as it now stands on the 
book remain ununpeached ’—Certainly, till the month of November, when the new 
minute was intended to be substituted. 

601 What was It then that led anybody to detect that it was an error r— I cannot 
immediately recollect more than this, that Mr. Dawson sent for me in his room and 
said there has been a great error in your department by allowing this business togO 
on when I told you that it should be suspended.” ^ 

602. Have you any doubt that the pages from 428 to 440 inclusive formed a 
part of this book at the time it was bound?-I would rather not answer that 
question at present, without referring to the person who indexed the book. 

603. Are those books generally bound up in the month subsequent to the 
minutes being made.'’— Yes; or as soon as possible after. 

604. Are the Committee to understand that there is no revision of the minutes 
previous to their being bound up m the month subsequent to their being- made?— 
They are looked over by the heads of the departments in which the minutes are 
made, and then handed over to the bookbinder. 

, “f departments in those 

cases . "^“i.^ertainiy. 

I ‘lie 1‘cad of the department to which that document telonos ? — 

I am the head of the department. ^ 

607 Of course you must therefore have examined with the usual care as to the 
correctness of these minutes before they were bound up? — Certainly. 

608. Are you able to tell the Committee upon your recollection whether it was 
previous to that revision of yours of the minutes of that month, or subsequent to it 
that you had the intimation from Mr. Dawson not to put forward but M suspend 
that ininute.— I think I received but one injunction from Mr. Dawson and^that 
must have been in the month of July. ’ ' 

boy. That must have been previous to the book being bound ’—Certainly 
610. Previous to that book being looked at by jon, and previous to its being 
bound, you had that mtimat.on from Mr. Dawson which you had forirotten 
Certainly ; I did not recollect Mr. Dawson's injunction at the time the?e was any 
proceeding upon the original minute. ^ 

VL I’'’"*”" upon the subject’ 

qTitetffictntTf me."" ">"ch was 

612. Have 
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^ 612. Have you any recollection of the precise date at which that injunction was 
given ? — I have none. 

613. Or the place? — I think it must have been in Mr. Dawson’s room when I 
went there on other business. 

614. Have you any reason to believe that? — I do not know what should have 
brought me to Mr. Dawson’s room, except to get some letters signed. 

615. How came that document into your hands, if it was not perfected as a 
Treasury minute? — That I cannot account for how it came back into my depart- 
ment again, because Mr. Dawson ordered it to be suspended, aud how it got into 
my department I never could ascertain. 

616. W'ould it properly have come in the course of business into your depart- 
ment if it had not been passed as a Treasury minuter— It would have come tied 
up with other papers. 

617. Although it had not been passed? — Although it had not been passed, it is 
possible it might have come into my department. 

618. In the regular course of business? — In the regular course of business ; they 
generally came to me as the minutes of my department of that Board. 

619. If that document had not been pas.sed as a Treasury minute would it have 
come in the course of business into your department? — It would have been taken 
out of the bundles of papers, and have been reserved. 

620. And therefore would not have come back to your department ? — Not unless 
it bad been specially sent afterwards. .The general routine of business is, that 
everything relating to my division finds its way to me the succeeding day. 

621. Would this particular document, if it had not passed the Treasury Board 
in the regular course of business, have come into your department? — It could only 
have come there by mistake after it had been ordered to be suspended. 

622. Would it or would it not in the regular course of business have come to 
your department ?— I cannof answer more specifically than I have done on that 
point. 



The Right Hon. G. R. Dawsoji, a Member of the Committee ; 
again Examined. 

^ 623. HAVE you been present during the examination of the last witness ? — 
Yes, I have, during part of it. 

624. Do you wish to offer any explanation of his evidence ?— I think I can 
give some information to the Committee which will make this transaction appear 
very clear, and perhaps save some time. In the month of July 1830 it was deter- 
mined to remodel the establishment of the office of Registrar of Deeds in Ireland, and 
various communications took place between Mr. Moore and the Chancellor of the 
Exchequer upon that subject, without coming to any final determination, either as to 
the amount of salary, or as to the establishment of the office. In the same month a 
general election also took place : about the latter end of July the election for the city 
of Dublin, for which Mr. Moore was a candidate, was fixed. Mr. Moore was the 
person fixed upon to be appointed to the office of registrar, but the amount of salary 
was not at that time settled. It was thought a hard thing to subject Mr. Moore to 
the expense of a new election if his appointment took place after he had been elected 
at the general election ; and therefore, as there was some difficulty and doubt as to the 
amount of salary, but none as to his appointment, his appointment as registrar of deeds 
and conveyances in Dublin was actually made out at the Board of Treasury on the 
27th of that month. I have before me now the Treasury book, in which there is 
an entry of Mr. Moore’s appointment as registrar of deeds and conveyances in 
Ireland, without any mention of salary at all, but merely at the established allow- 
ance, 27th July, that is at the established allowance which he had been receiving 
up to that time since the death of Lord Kilwarden, and in conformity with the 
powers granted to the Treasury by the Act 9 Geo. 4, c. 57. It happened that 
on the same day there was intended to be submitted a minute, the same so-often- 
referred- to paper, fixing the establishment of the office, and fixing the salaries of 
all the officers ; in that paper the salary stood at 1,500/. a year, and as I was aware 
that there were difficulties and doubts as to fixing it at that amount, I myself with- 
drew the paper from the Treasury, without ever having submitted it to the Board 
592- G 3 as 



Thos. Uohlyn, Estj. 



June 183?. 



Bi^bt bon. 
(r. n. Dav;sun, 
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5 June 183a. 
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as a Treasury minute, but at the same time I desired Mr. Moore s appointment as 
registrar, with the old salary, to go on as formerly. I apprehend that the whole 
mistake in this case arose from Mr. Hoblyn mistaking or confounding the actual 
appointment of Mr. Moore and the establishment of the office, with the amount of 
salary, there being two separate instruments for that purpose. The appointment 
went on, and Mr. Moore was informed that he was appointed registrar of deeds. 
Mr. Hoblyn, by mistake, intending to convey that appointment to him, sent to hinj 
that paper which was intended to be brought before the Board, but which never 
became a minute of the Treasury. Mr. Vernon, wffio was the person to make out 
that appointment, seeing that no fixed salary was named, made an inquiry of 
Mr. Hoblyn as to the amount of salary, and having ascertained that it was to be 
fixed at 1,500/., he named that sum, and drew out the appointment accordingly: 
but the mistake arose, from kindness to Mr. Moore in making out his appointment 
before his election, not wishing to subject him to a double election upon it j and 
the mistake was also owing to Mr. Hoblyn’s seeing the actual appointment of 
Mr. Moore, and taking the salary from the paper intended to be submitted 
to the Board, without referring to me, as the actual responsible officer of 
the Treasury, to know whether the allowances of the establishment were in- 
tended to go forw’ard or not. That is the whole history of the thing ; and 
all the subsequent mistakes of the entry of the paper as a minute, and 
the binding up the books, and so forth, arose from Mr. Hoblyn’s confusion. I 
know nothing of those transactions. The first intimation I had of any doubt as 
to the authority of the minute of November was seeing the two minutes printed 
by order of the House, and certainly was much surprised to see the same date 
affixed to them ; but on investigation I found that the minute which actually passed 
the Board in November, and in consequence of wliich Mr. Moore was appointed at 
the reduced salary of 1,200 /. instead of 1,500 was dated in July, in order to fix 
the period of the commencement of Mr. Moore’s salary, namely, from the period of 
his appointment in July, and not in November. 

625. Was the minute which was dated the 27th July ever submitted to the Lords 
of the Treasury? — No, it never became a minute of the Lords of the Treasury ; I 
took it out of the room before the Lords of the Treasury assembled. I spoke to 
Lord Grenville Somerset and Mr. William Peel, who were Lords of the Treasury, 
upon that subject. I told them of the doubts as to the amount of salary to be given 
to Mr. Moore, and they perfectly acquiesced in the withdrawal of the paper, and the 
paper was kept for many weeks upon the table in my room, into which Mr. Hoblyn 
was frequently in the habit of coming ; and I dare say, either from curiosity, or 
amongst other papers which I sent up to him, that paper found its way to Mr. 
Hoblyn. This matter subsequently came under the consideration of the Lords 
of the Treasury; and after Mr. Goulburn and the Duke of Wellington had 
fully considered it, a minute was drawn out regulating the whole establishment 
of the office, and fixing the different salaries, amongst which Mr. .Moore’s was 
fixed at 1,200 L a year. I myself submitted it to the Board about the beginning 
of November, and it became a minute, in fact, of the Treasury by the assent of the 
Lords, which was verified by ray signature on the back of it. 

626. In your communications which you had with Mr. Moore subsequent to his 
appointment, and up to the passing of the second minute in November, did you ever 
communicate to him that there was any doubt as to the amount of salary which 
he was to receive ? — I am not quite certain that I did ; there was an impression on 
my mind when I was last examined that I had communicated those doubts to Mr. 
Moore, but on subsequent conversations with Mr. Moore he informs me that he did 

• not receive any communication from me of this kind, and I think his memory is 
much more likely to be correct than mine, because in the multiplicity of business it 
is impossible for me to say whether I held such conversations with an individual 
or not, not having taken a memorandum of them. 

627. Were you aware at the time that Mr. Goulburn had communicated to 
Mr. Moore that the amount of his salary would be 1,500/. a year? — No, I 
was not. 

628. Are you aware of there being indorsed on the first minute of July, in 
Mr. Goulburn’s handwriting, “ Let this minute go forward ?” — Yes, I am aware 
of that : that paper in the course of business of course would have come under my 
notice as Secretary of the Treasury, and the direction written on the back in Mr. 
Goulbum’s handwriting would have been a sufficient warrant to me in submitting 
•it to the Treasury, which 1 should have done, and allowed the paper to.go on, if'l 
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had not been aware of objections on the part of the other Lords of the Treasury ; Right fawi. 

because Mr. Goulburn is but one single Lord of tbe Treasury, and has no right to Darason, 

pass a paper if it be disapproved by the other Lords. Mr. Goulburn is one of the 

members of the Board, and he is responsible for all the financial and money trans- ^ juDt 1833 

actions ; and though 1 should have considered a memorandum with his writing on 

the back a sufficient authority for me to submit it to the Lords of the Treasury, 

yet if other Lords had objected to it, I could not have passed it without further 

communication with them. 

629. Then Mr. Goulburn's indorsement did not indicate that it had been a 
paper which had been before the Lords of the Treasury and been approved ? 

— No. 

630. And nothing could have indicated that it had been before the Lords of the 
Treasury and been approved of by them but your signature ? — No. 

631. When he indorsed those words “ Let this go forward,” what meaning 
would you attach to those words? — Let it be forwarded before the Board of 
Treasury. 

632. Was it in fact a direction to you? — It was. 

633. It is necessary, you say, to have the signature of the Secretary of the 
Treasury in order to authenticate that the document is a minute ? — It is not abso- 
lutely necessary, because if the Secretary of the Treasury delivered a paper with 
his own hands to any of the clerks of the Treasury, with a direction to carry into 
operation the directions of that paper, it would be as much an authentication as if 
his signature had been at the back of it. 

634. Are you aware that the last minute during the present Government, which 
includes these two minutes, has not the signature of the Secretary of the Treasury 
upon it ? — 1 am not aware of it : different Secretaries have different ways of trans- 
acting their business, and my way was to put my signature at the back of it ; some- 
times I directed by word of mouth, but my usual way was to put my signature. 

^35* You stated that you were not apprised yourself of the intention of giving 
Mr. Moore a salary of 1,500/. a year ; do you know whether the Lords of the 
Treasury, on the second minute being entered into, were apprised of there having 
been a communication to Mr. Moore of their intention of giving him a salary of 
1,500 1 . ? — I was not apprised of it. I was so far apprised of it that I knew in the 
eighth report of the Commissioners of Inquiry there was a recommendation, on 
remodelling of the office, to give the registrar 1,500/. a year j that was the recom- 
mendation of the Commissioners, and so far I was apprised of that fact, but I was 
not apprised of Mr. Goulbum’s having intimated to Mr. Moore his intention of 
fixing the salary at 1,500/.; but whether Mr. Goulburn intimated that amount to 
Mr. Moore or not, I was aware that the other Lords of the Treasury considered it 
too high, because I had a conversation with them, and it was at the time when 
a reduction was made in the salaries of the Commissioners of Customs, the Com- 
missioners of Excise, and various other officers, and the Lords of the Treasury 
thought that a reduction ought to be made in that office as well as in the other 
offices. This was the opinion of the Lords of the Treasury in settling the esta- 
blishment of the office at that time : of course it must be understood, if increased 
duties are imposed upon the registrar of deeds by new regulations under the pro- 
posed bill, the increase of salary ought to be proportionate. 

636. Would your interpretation of the regulation of the Treasury with respect 
to the registrar absenting himself, be that the registrar might absent himself for 
30 days, and then I’eturn for one day and absent himself again for 30 days ? — No, 
certainly not. 

637. You are aware that at that time Mr. Moore was a candidate for the city of 
Dublin? — Yes. 

638. And you did not think of making him resign his seat in order that he 
might be the better able to perform the duties of the office of registrar? — No; it 
was thought that, as it was so near the time of his election, it would be right to 
make out the appointment at such a time as would not put him to the expense 
of a double election. 

639. Were the Lords of the Treasury, when they perfected the second minute, 
apprised that the first had been transmitted to Mr. Moore? — No, certainly not. 

640. Then they perfected the second in ignorance of that fact? — Yes. 

641. The Lords of the Treasury did not think his holding a seat in Parliament 
inconsistent with his office as registrar? — I do not think the Lords of the Treasury 
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Right hon. thought about it ; they thought that rested with the electors of the city of Dublin : 
G-R- Damon, nrjade a regulation, not allowing the registrar to be absent more than 30 days, 

‘ without the approbation of the Master of the Rolls or the Lord Chancellor of 

5 Juae 1833. Ireland ; and if the citizens of Dublin chose to elect a person under those circum- 
stances, it was their business, and not that of the Lords of the Treasury. 

642. With respect to the construction of that regulation, did you take it to be 
a limit of the absence, and not a measure of the attendance of the registrar? — 
I conceived, certainly, that the registrar was not to be absent more than 30 days. 

6 ^$. Are you acquainted with the report of the Commissioners of Inquiry re- 
specting the register office ? — I have read it very frequently over. 

644. Have you read the statement that Mr. Moore’s office amounts almost to 
a sinecure? — It has been stated so by the Commissioners of Inquiry ; but I must say 
that the whole report of the Commissioners of Inquiry was so obscurely drawn up, 
that I did not think their assertions in that respect were to be received without 
some doubt. 

645. Have not all the recommendations for the management of the office made 
by the Commissioners of Inquiry been practically so inconvenient, that it has been 
found necessary to have them altered? — I believe that is the case ; that was the im- 
pression on my mind, from the applications made by professional gentlemen not to 
establish the office on the arrangements of the Commissioners of Inquiry. 

646. Is it your opinion that the Lords of the Treasury considered the duty of 
Mr. Moore to be having the direction and management and superintendence of all 
the arrangements in the office ? — Yes. 

647. On what principle was it that you awarded so large a salary as 1,200/. a year 
to Mr. Moore ? — Upon the principle that it required a person of great respecta- 
bility of character, of considerable e.\perience in tbe office, and of known integrity, 
and of high station in his profession ; in short, that a person of as high situation in 
society as could be selected ought to be selected for it, on account of the responsi- 
bility of the office, and considering the great attendance necessary, and the very 
great accuracy also, that it was not too much to induce a gentlemen of those quali- 
fications to accept the office j that 1,200/. was considered to be a fair salary for the 
office. 

648. You did not contemplate that Mr. Moore should be absent from the office 
for the greater part of the year? — No, certainly not ; but however I am no judge of 
that ; 1 was merely the executive person to carry the orders of the Lords of the 
Treasury into execution ; and though of course I gave my opinion when called upon, 
yet I believe it was not upon my suggestion that the opinion was formed by the 
I.ords of the Treasury. 

649. Are you not of opinion that a great part of the direction and management 
of such an office might be conducted without the personal attendance of the 
registrar? — It certainly might be conducted by a person acting as assistant or 
deputy. 

650. Might not the principal conduct and great part of its management and su- 
perintendence be conducted by the registrar without his being actually on the spot ? 
— If 1 should have myself, as I often have had, occasion to refer to the office of regis- 
trar in Dublin, I should much rather have had the presence of the responsible officer ; 
and I believe that was one of the chief recommendations given to us by the profes- 
sional people in Dublin, that we should insist on having his continued presence with- 
out its becoming a positive burden upon the registrar. 

651. Then the salary of 1,200 /. was computed upon the supposition that the 
registrar should attend at the office and do its duties.- — Certainly. 

652. Were not the Lords of the Treasury aware on both occasions, in July and 
November, that Mr. Moore was a Member for the city of Dublin ? — Yes, they 
were. 

653. And therefore that he could render no other attendance at the register 
office than was consistent with his parliamentary duties? — The Lords of the Trea- 
sury did not enter into that : they would have insisted on the regular attendance 
Mr. Moore, or whoever was appointed registrar ; if anything had interfered with 
that attendance they would probably, if I could ascertain what the feelings of the 
Lords of the Treasury were, take steps to prevent a person in that situation being 
absent, but they did not think it necessary to prevent any gentleman liolding the 
office from being a candidate for any place, if that place chose to elect him. 

654. Do 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




57 



ON REGISTRY OF DEEDS (IRELAND) BILL. 

654. Do you apprehend that Mr. Moore, under the Treasury minute, had full 

power to attend his duties in Parliament, provided he returned to Dublin for a short ' ^ ^mon, 

period, not leaving an interval of more than 30 days? — If ray real opinion be asked 

upon that subject, my opinion is that Mr. hloore could not have been absent for 5 June 1832. 

more than 30 days in the year without a written and positive pejtnission from the 
Master of the Rolls or the Chancellor, and that that restriction was introduced into 
the minute for the purpose of preventing the registrar from using his own caprice 
in attending to the duties of that office. 

655. Was any document put into Mr. Moore’s hands making such a provision at 
the time he accepted this office ? — No, I should think not ; 1 should think had he 
known that he would not have accepted the office. 

656. Was any suggestion thrown out to Mr. Moore at the time that any alteration 
would be made in the office?— Mr. Moore knew that, because the Act of Parlia- 
ment left it open, and Mr. Moore very properly had given suggestions upon the 
subject. 

657. Have not the Commissioners of Inquiry recommended that the attendance 
of Mr. Moore should be enforced ? — Certainly ; it was upon that recommendation 
that the restriction respecting absence was founded. 

658. Was it one of the recommendations for the regulation of the office, of the 
Commissioners, “that it shall not be lawful for the registrar to be absent for 

a period exceeding leaving a blank for the Lords of the Treasury to fill up ? — 

Yes ; there was a great difference among the Lords of the Treasury as to what that 
period should be, and it was altered twice or three times, and that is one of the 
reasons why the salary is fixed at 1,200 1 , a year. 

659. How came it that when the Lords of the Treasury conceived that constant 
attendance at the office was required, and was repaid by so large a salary, they did 
not make the attendance at the office more precise in the regulations which they 
insisted on in their minute? — That arose, perhaps, from the diflerence of the mean- 
ing of the words in the minute, on the part of the authors of those minutes. I 
myself did not think those words sufficiently defined, and I did not think that they 
meant or signified that Mr. Moore would be confined 1030 days’ absence, but other 
persons did think so ; and when it was introduced into that minute that permission 
for an increased absence beyond 30 days must be demanded from the Lord Chan- 
cellor or Master of the Rolls, it was presumed that those respectable officers would 
make inquiries before they granted leave of absence to the person holding this office, 
and that they %vould not grant it without some very pressing causes. 

660. If you had conceived that Mr. Moore had only to attend at the office an 
hour each montli, should you have thought that 1,200 /. a year ought to be given 
to him? — I myself should not. 

661. Mr. Moore is in possession of the office under that minute which you have 
stated? — Yes. 

662. And holds his office upon what tenure ? — He holds his office under the 
tenure of that minute, founded upon Act of Parliament. 

663. You probably can say, from your communication with the Lords of the 
Treasury, that it was not their intention that that loose interpretation should be 
put upon those words ? — No, certainly not. 

664. When you say Mr. Moore held his office under a minute, which of the 
minutes do you refer to ? — He held his office under the only minute of the Trea- 
sury which I, as Secretary of the Treasury, submitted to the Board, namely, the 
one in November. 

665. He holds the office under that minute ? — Y^es. 

666. And holds it with whatever right that gives him? — Y"es. 

667. He has every right within the fair construction of that minute ? — Yes. 

668. Was this minute canvassed while it was so loosely worded ? — Yes. 
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The Right honourable Lord Granville C. H. Somerset, a Member of the 
Committee; Examined. 



ehth n L \ Lords Commissioners of the Treasury in July 

C.H.Somerlei, ^ §30 r- 1 was. 

670. Do you recollect a draft of a minute being laid before the Board of Trea- 
8 June 1832. relative to the office and salary of the Registrar of Deeds in 

Ireland? — I remember a draft of a minute being submitted to the Board of 
Treasury towards the end of July, but I cannot call exactly to mind the particular 
day on which that draft was submitted, and in that draft of a minute a certain sum 
as a salary to the registrar was inserted ; to the best of my recollection I should 
say it was inserted in pencil, as was frequently the case when the main point in 
the minute was the amount of salary to be fixed by the minute, but which amount 
had not been positively determined upon. In consequence of some communication 
either originating with Mr. Dawson or arising from my own opinions upon the 
subject, it was agreed with Mr. Dawson that this draft minute should not be sanc- 
tioned by the Board, and become an official document, until we had some further 
conversation with the Chancellor of the Exchequer upon the subject ; and it was 
therefore agreed upon that the draft should be kept in abeyance, if I may use the 
expression, until such further communication with Mr. Goulburn had taken place, 
and until the matter having been fully discussed, it was finally settled what the 
amount of salary should be. I believe subsequently to this period, but at what par- 
ticul^ dates I am unable to recall to mind, I had several communications both with 
Mr. Goulburn and with Mr. Dawson upon the subject. The result, as far as I 
remember, was, that Mr. Goulburn, upon revising the whole case, and taking also 
into account the propriety of a less security being given by the registrar than the 
sum which was first fixed upon, the lesser sum of 1,200 1. was considered adequate, 
and a minute to that effect having been approved of regularly by the Board of 
Treasury, was ordered to be carried into effect. My impression is, that this latter 
minute could not have been agreed upon before the month of October, probably 
towards the latter end of the month. As I said before, I cannot pretend to speak 
with any accuracy as to dates, because so many matters of a similar nature were 
constantly occurring, and as this did not strike me as having anythino- peculiar in 
It, I made no memorandums at the time, nor indeed did anythin^^ occur to fix it 
particularly in my mind. ® 



minute being produced to the Board, it was agreed 
that a further reference should be made to Mr. Goulburn ; was that in consequence 
ot anythmg which appeared upon the minute, or would that have been the regular 
Murse of business ?--\Vhenever drafts of minutes were submitted to the Board of 
Xreasury, and anything appeared contained in them which did not meet mv 
opinions, “ they were matters of a certain class of importance, or if they were 
matters which had been previously discussed either by the First Lord of the 
ireasury or the Chancellor of the Exchequer, I generally desired that the opera- 
tion ot them might be suspended until I had an opportunity of communicating ray 
opinion to the Chancellor of the Exchequer or the First Lord of the Treasu^, as 
the case might be. ^ 



j’ hai been so laid before the Board, and it was 

agreed by the Board to suspend it, what would be the regular office course of busi- 
ness to carry that susjMnsion into execution ?— It depended a little upon the person 
by whom the draft of the mmute was propounded to the Board ; it was very often 
actually taken back by Mr Dawson, for instance, and put by not to be brought 
forward for the sanction of the Board until it had been subsequently discussed, and 
finally determmed upon If it was brought forward by some one of the other 
persons who are m the habit of submitting drafts of minutes to the Board, it was 
generally withdrawn by that individual, and most frequently the word “ suspended” 
was written upon It, but the individual who propounded the draft of the minute to 
the Board I always considered responsible to the Board for not letting that draft 

become 
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become an available minute until some further directions had been given respect- Right hon. Lord 

G, C. Sofncrscfp 

673. By whom was this draft propounded to the Board? — I am unable to say ; 
but I should fancy it was brought into the board-room, and propounded to the 
Board, by Mr. Stewart, the Assistant Secretary of the Treasury, if he was in 
London, of which I am not quite certain, because it was his more especial duty to 
communicate with the Chancellor of the Exchequer, and to bring from him such 
minutes as were prepared either by the Chancellor of the Exchequer or under his 
directions, and to submit them to the Board, and therefore the natural course of 
office would have caused him to be the individual to have laid the draft of this 
minute before the Board on that occasion ; but it is only from inference that I can 
give any information upon that subject. 

674. Would Mr. Stewart have been present when this- minute was discussed ?-i- 
If he brought the minute to the Board he probably was ; if he did not, he probably 
was not ; but it might not have been discussed in Mr. Stewart’s presence, as far as 
any conversation with Mr. Dawson was concerned, inasmuch as Mr. Dawson was 
probably not in the board-room at the same time with Mr. Stewart ; and it is much 
more likely that I should, on the part of the Board, have gone to Mr. Dawson’s 
room, to state to him the objections 1 felt in allowing this draft minute to go on, 
than that I should have had any conversation with Mr. Dawson in the board-room. 

But upon this point I speak only from inference, and not from actual recollection. 

675. Have you any recollection who communicated this decision of the Board, as 
to the suspension of this minute, to Mr. Stewart?— I should think it was myself. 

The decision of the Board, however, upon this draft of a minute, was rather a 
negative than a positive decision. 

676. In the course of Treasury business would a memorandum be made in any 
book as to that decision of the Board not to proceed to a consideration of this 
minute ? — I should think not, certainly. 

677. Were you present in this Committee when the original of this minute, 
marked No. 1, was produced to the Board? — I think it probable I was, but I do not 
remember the circumstance particularly. 

678. The directions of Mr. Goulburn were on the minute, that the minute, 
should go forward ; was it in consequence of that that any reference was made to 
Mr. Goulburn? — T will not pretend to say whether it was in consequence of 
that or not ; but that description of minute would so naturally emanate from 
Mr. Goulburn, that without anything further appearing upon the face of the draft 

of the minute, I have not the least doubt that I should naturally have said, I will \ 

discuss this question with Mr. Goulburn. 

679. The initials of Mr. Stewart had been affixed to this minute ; would those 
initials be affixed to the minute subsequently to Its being submitted to the Board, 
or previously? — My impression is, that the initials affixed by Mr. Stewart were 
commonly affixed by him before the draft minute was submitted to the Board, as 
a proof that he had read over that draft, and, so far as he was concerned, was 
responsible for it ; and therefore it is very probable that those initials were affixed 
to the draft merely as the sanction of him, Mr. Stewart, and not as conveying any 
proof that it had been submitted and approved by the Board ; and supposing 
Mr. Stewart himself not to have submitted this draft minute to the Board, it might 
possibly have been submitted by some of the chief clerks, and then the initials 
would have been a guarantee to the Board that he, Mr. Stewart, had looked over 
the minute and sanctioned the accuracy of the draft so far as recitals and what 
may be called the formalities of the minute were concerned. 

680. When a minute actually passes the Board, does it necessarily receive the 
signature of any number of the Commissioners of the Treasury to authenticate it? 

; — No. 

681. Therefore there is nothing on this minute, unconnected with other circum- 
stances, by which you should say that this minute had not passed the Board — 

No, I do not see that there is ; I think that that minute might have passed the Board 
from anything that appears upon it, although I am quite convinced it did not pass. 

682. This minute might, in your opinion, have been a minute of the Board if 
there were no collateral circumstances to lead you to think that it was not ? — 

I think it might. If my apprehension was right, that the figures were originally 
in pencil, and not in writing, 1 should say, that that would naturally have created 
a suspicion in my mind that it had not passed the Board} but as that is only a 
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surmise, and not a matter of recollection, I should say, that if that had got into the 
department of the office destined to carry it into execution, so far as sending out 
letters and so forth, it is not extraordinary that it should have been carried into 
execution by those inferior departments of tlie Treasury. 

683. If, as your recollection leads you to believe, when the draft was laid before 
the Commissioners of the Treasury, the amount of salary was written only in pencil, 
where would the ink entries have been made? — At the Board, according to the 
natural course, with many exceptions, as may be conceived, because those things 
are done frequently in a hurry, and the subsequent warrant is the sanction that the 
thing is done correctly. 

684. Will you describe the nature of the warrant?— The warrant is that formal 
instrument which, with the signature of three Lords of the Treasury attached 
to it, is, in point of fact, the document which gives effect to the minutes of the 
Bofird of Treasury. 

685. Was such a document ever passed or signed at the Treasury in relation to 
this office? — There was a document regularly signed, as all those appointments 
are, constituting Mr. Moore registrar; but whether or no there was any document 
ever signed confirming or appointing his salary, I will not pretend to say at this 
moment, because it is very possible that that document which may have been 
signed was signed by the Lords of the Treasury subsequently to my leaving 
office. 

686. In order to give validity to an appointment with particular salary, is it 
necessary that three Lords of the Treasury should sign the warrant? — I should 
think it must be whenever a warrant is necessary ; there are a certain description 
of appointments and of offices which, I believe, may be given without a warrant, if 
that was the case, then I should say no signature of three Lords of the Treasury 
was necessary ; but if there be any warrant or any written document, under the 
authority of the Lords of the Treasury, appointing either salary or place, that must 
receive the signatures of three Lords. The warrant of appointment, I have no 
hesitation in saying, I believe I signed ; but in that warrant of appointment I am 
also clearly convinced no definite amount of salary was expressed. 

687. Supposing this first Treasury minute had passed the Board, and that there 
had been no doubt whatever on the subject of salary, would any other warrant 
necessarily have issued besides that warrant of appointment which has been pro- 
duced to the Committee ?— -I hardly feel competent to answer that question, because 
it is not at ail impossible that as the salary in this instance was to be deducted from 
the amount of fees received, and not to be directly paid out of any public monies, 
the amount of salary received by Mr. Moore, and the other officers of his depart- 
ment, would come rather under the head of “ regulation of the office” than of 
actual grant of salary. 

688 . 'ihen under such circumstances a warrant would not be requisite to make 
a Treasury minute valid ? — I should say, under those circumstances, a warrant 
would not be requisite to make a Treasury minute valid. 

^689- kfo you recollect the Board at which the subsequent minute, marked 
No. 2, produced to the Committee, was submitted ?— I have a less accurate recol- 
lection of the draft of this minute having been submitted to the Board than 1 have 
of that draft of a minute which I have already mentioned. 

690. Has this on the face of it any peculiar marks of its authenticity which the 

m passed ?— Looking at it in this room 

I should say there are no more peculiar marks with regard to this minute having 
passed the Board than with regard to the former. 

691. Several erasures and alterations appear to have taken place in this minute 

produced to you ; would they have been made at the Board, or would they have 
been made previous to being submitted to the Board ?— If I saw the original 
minute I could be better enabled to answer that question, if they were in Mr. 
Goulburn s handwriting they were probably made before they were submitted to 
the Board, because I do not recollect Mr. Goulburn being present at any Board 
when this question was discussed; if they were made in Mr. Stewart’s or Mr 
Dawson’s handwriting, or in the handwriting of anybody who was likely to be pre- 
sent at the Board, then 1 should say they probably were made at the time they 
were submitted to the Board. ^ 

692. By what means could the salary be fixed afterwards ; in the case supposed, 
what would be the regulation in order to have the salary fixed ?— The salary must 

be 
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be fixed by a minute of the Board of Treasury ; but as no warrant would under Right hon. Lord 
that state of arrangement be necessary for rendering the salary valid, of course such G. C. H. Somerset, 
waiTant, not being drawn up, no signature could be attached to it. 

693. Are the Committee to understand that in the case supposed the arrange- 8 June 1832. 
ment would be one without the privity of the Treasury ?— No, not at all ; strictly 
under the sanction and under the authority of the Treasury, but not under the 
authority of the instrument which is called a warrant. The Treasury minute would 
form the proper authority ; and that that minute was regularly sanctioned by the 
Board of Treasury was to be ascertained under the responsibility of one of the 
secretaries of the Treasury, who was to give orders and to see that it was carried into 
execution. 



George Moore, Esq. again called in ; and Examined. 

694. HAVE you a copy with you of the communication that you received from Moore, E»q. 
the Treasury in the latter part of November, communicating a treasury minute 

dated in July 1 827 ?— 1 have it not about me, but I heard that letter read the last 
day of the Committee meeting, and I received the letter of which that which was 
read was a copy, dated the 19th of November. 

695. Can you state whether you received that in due course, as if it had been 
forw’arded from London on the 1 9th of November r — 1 was in London at the time ; 
it accompanied a copy of the second Treasury minute. 

696. Was that the first intimation that you had of the salary being reduced from 
1,500/. to 1,200/. a year? — No \ I haye already stated that the first intimation 
1 had was in the latter end of October, I think the last week, not that the Treasury 
minute had passed, but that it was in contemplation and actually determined on to 
reduce the salary to 1,200/. a year, and that was the first intimation 1 had received 
of it ; not only indeed was it the first intimation 1 had received of it, but an idea 
never came across my mind that it was intended to reduce the salary, or to make 
any change in the first Treasury minute in that respect. 



Mr. Francis Armstrong, called in ; and Examined. 

697. \’OU hold a situation in the Registry Office in Dublin .' — 1 do. Mr. 

698. What is it?— Chief Clerk; 1 was deputy registrar, but 1 am now chief Francis Armstrong. 
clerk. 

699. Have you read the new Act of Parliament r — I have. 

700. It is proposed in that to make you second assistant registrar ? — So I per- 
ceive. 

701. What are the situations which are held by Mr. Oliver Moore ? — He was 
also deputy registrar, he is now assistant registrar. 

702. What is your present salary ? — My present salary is 350/. I believe by the 
Bill ; as chief clerk I now receive 450 /. a year, but I conceive that is given in 
another way. 

703. Is that by ? — Mr. George Moore, when he told me of my salary, told 

me that Mr. Oliver Moore’s salary was 800/., that mine was 350 ^m ^nd that he 
conceived 1 was badly provided for, and that he had arranged that I should get 
100 /. more out of Mr. Oliver Moore’s salary. 

704. What is your duty in the registry office at present I have done all 
the duties of the deputy registrar, the same as Mr. Oliver Moore, from the year 
1814. 

705. Though you are clerk and Mr. Oliver Moore is assistant registrar, your 
duties are the same as his?— Just the same. 

706. The distinction between you and Mr. Oliver Moore is in the title of your 
office and in the amount of your salary ?— Just so. 

707. Will you have the goodness to describe what your duties are?— To receive 

all the deeds for registry ; Mr. Oliver Moore and myself have to receive the deeds 
and to examine the stamps, to calculate the fees on searches, take instructions for 
the searches. i j j o v 

708. Have you to indorse the registration on the back of the deeds? — les; to 
sign my name on the deeds that are registered. 

709. To examine the memorials ? — To examine the memorials and the stamps on 
the deeds, to see if they are properly stamped. 

5ys. H 3 710. Do 
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710. Do you number the memorials? — We do not number them 

711. By whom are they numbered ? — By the clerk who enters them. 

712. What is it that you number? — We mark the hour when we receive them 
on those that are sworn in the country ; those sworn before us, state the hour in 
the affidavit of the delivery ; and we number the deeds of each day, beginning 
No. 1 , and from that they are numbered by the clerk afterwards, and are compared 
to see that they are correct. 

713. How are the memorials now* numbered? — They are numbered conti- 
nuously. 

714. Are there no separate series of memorials? — No. 

715. Do you keep a day-book or entry book at present? - Yes ; there is an entry 
book kept at present. 

7 1 6. Have you read the clause in the new Act with respect to the keeping of 
the day-book? — Yes, I have read it. 

717. Can you state in what particulars the present practice of keeping an entry 
book will differ from that which is proposed by the new Act? — Indeed I cannot 
say that ; there will be a great change, 1 presume. 

718. Can you tell in what particular there will be a change made in the mode of 
making those books? — I have not considered all that. 

719. You have not compared the clause of the Act of Parliament with the pre- 
sent practice ? — Not so far as that. 

720. At present are the entries that are made in the day-book or entry book 
made in the order in which the memorials are received in the office? — Yes, it is so 
intended. 

721. Who makes the entries in the day-book? — At present they are done by 
John Butler. 

722. What situation does he hold ? — He is nothing but clerk. 

723. Is it his duty to mark the entries? — He is doing them now under 
Mr. George Moore’s directions, who appoints them to do the business at different 
times. Mr. George Moore arranges all the duties. 

724. Do you mean to say that Mr. George Moore superintends the entry of 
a memorial ? — No ; but he directs, when there is a change, all the clerks what busi- 
ness they are to do. 

725. He appoints the persons that are to discharge those mechanical duties? — 
Yes; by his directions the clerks do the different duties. 

726. When you say by his directions the clerks do the different duties, do you 
mean that he appoints the persons to do the duties ? — I do ; he often makes changes 
of the clerks, and says, you are to do this duty, and you are to do that duty, as it 
is necessary. 

727. And also appoints the duties to be done?— Yes; Mr. Moore arranges all 
about the books under the present Act, and appoints the different clerks to do the 
duties, and changes them as necessary. 

728. Does the number that is inserted in the entry correspond with the number 
of the memorial at present ? — It does ; it should do so ; and I believe it does. 

729. Will there be a great increase of labour in the making up of memorials in 
series of 300, instead of making them up in a continuity without reference to the 
number contained in the series ? — I do not think it will make any great dif- 
ference. 

730. Do you at present keep files of memorials distinguished according to the 
years in which those memorials are entered? — Not according to the years. 

731. According to what division of time do you distinguish them? — The files 
are numbered in the same way as the memorials. 

732. Do you mean to say that you have a thousand memorials all filed in the 
same mass of parchment ? — No ; there are 300 memorials upon each file generally ; 
I think some of them may not contain that number. 

733. Is each file kept iu a separate shelf?— It is intended to be in a separate 
shelf. 

734. Is that your present practice ? — Yes ; files are numbered now. 

735. Have you got an abstract book at present ? — We have. 

736. Is that abstract book distinct from the entry or day-book? — It is. 

^ 737. Do 
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737. Do you enter in the abstract book a short statement of the effect of the Mr. 

instrument set forth in the memorial ? — Yes. Francis Armstrong '. 

738. Does that abstract contain the year and day of registry ? — It does, I believe; 

it is not my duty. 8 Jutie 1832. 

739. Does it contain the number of the memorial ? — Yes, it does, or should. 

740. And the volume of the memorial ? — And the volume of the memorial and 
the page. 

741. Does the abstract contain a statement of the effect of the instrument where 
it is a mortgage? — It does. 

742. Does it contain the date of the instrument? — It does. 

743. Does it contain the names of the grantors? — Yes. 

744. And grantees? — Yes. 

745. The consideration? — The consideration, where it is in the memorial. 

746. Or the term of years, if it be a lease? — Yes, I believe so. 

747* The rent, if it be a lease ? — Yes, I believe so. 

748. The renewable fines? — No, I do not think it does. 

749. The name of the premises ? — Yes. 

750. The county? — The county. 

751. The barony? — Yes. 

752. And the parish, if it has been mentioned in the memorial ? — Yes. 

753 If it be a trust is it expressed in the memorial? — Some of the memorials 
are very incorrect in that. 

754. Is it ever done, or sometimes done ? — I will not .say positively j but I think 
it is done generally. 

755. Generally speaking, is the abstract an abridgment of the memorial? — I be- 
lieve it was intended to go exactly in accordance with the Act ; but it is a duty that 
I have not time to see after. 

756. Does it belong to your department? — No. 

757. Is the making of the abstract book your duty? — No. 

758. But have you not the cognizance of the manner in which the abstract book 
is kept ? — I see the abstract books, but it is not my duty to miike them ; I have not 
time to look at them. 

759. Whose duty is it to make the abstract? — It is now done by Mr. Foster, 
one of the clerks. 

760. Is it done under an Act of Parliament ? — Yes, it is so intended, I believe. 

761. Is the form given in the Act of Parliament? — I think it is. I would take 
the liberty to observe that I am in the office where we receive the money and receive 
the deeds, and attend to the public in a different office, and therefore I do not see 
how things go on there ; but if I thought there was anything wrong, or if the clerks 
wanted any instructions, I would go and look after it in Mr. George Moore’s absence. 

762. Do you know whether each abstract has prefixed to it the number of the 
memorial ? — I believe it has, I may almost say it has ; Mr. George Moore, however, 
had the arrangement of all those books, and has directed the clerks on them all ; 
and I am employed otherwise ; if I had looked over those books, I would see if any- 
thing was wrong. 

763. Are you in the habit of looking into the abstract book ? — No ; I cannot say 
I am in the habit of it. 

764. Have you very often done so? — I very often go round to the clerks making 
the entries, to see that they are at work, but 1 cannot say that I have examined 
them. 

765. Is it part of your duty occasionally to see that those men make the entries ? 

— I always do it, when I have time, in the office. 

766. When you have time you see that the entries in the abstract book are pro- 
perly made ? — I go round to the clerks to see that they are all at their work* 

767. Is that your duty? — I do that ; if any one wants a deed that has been left 
for registry, I have to go to the clerk and ask him when it will be completed. 

768. You mentioned that you have for a long time acted as deputy registrar? — 

I did. 

769. Did you stand in the shoes of Mr. George Moore at that time? — 

Mr. George Moore, Mr. Oliver Moore and myself, were deputies and assistant 
deputies ; I had an appointment from Lord Kilwarden. 

592. H 4 7/0- At 
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770. At that time had you not a control over the clerks to whom those mecha- 
nical duties were confided? — I attended a good deal to it. 

771. At that time was it your duty to attend to the abstract books and entry 
books? — I looked over the office in general. 

772. Was there any person over your head except the registrar? — Yes, Mr. 
George Moore. 

773. Did Lord Kilwarden ever interfere in the duties of the office? — No ; I 
never spoke to his Lordship on office business. 

774. Was not Mr. Moore then deputy registrar at that time? — Mr. George 
Moore was deputy registrar, and he appointed Mr. Oliver Moore and me. 

775. Was there a delegation of duty from Mr. George Moore to you Lord 
Kilwarden appointed Mr. George Moore. 

776. Had you to do the duties which Mr. George Moore would have had to 
perform if he had not appointed you as his deputy ? — Yes ; I presume so. 

777. Then was it not part of your duty to see that the abstract book was properly 
drawn ? — Mr. Moore had the direction of the office. 

778. Were you not his deputy? — Yes. 

779. Were you not therefore entrusted with the powers vested in him? — Yes, 

I believe so. 

780. Would you not therefore have had the power to inspect the abstract books ? 
— We had only books of entries of lands and names at that time, and no abstract 
books. 

781. Are the abstract books of each year kept separate at present ? — No. 

782. Is there no division of the abstract books at all ? — Not separate by years. 

783. How are they separated? — I cannot say exactly the number that are bound 
up; I do not know that there is an exact number of them bound up together. 

784. You do not know into what divisions the abstract books are divided ? — 
No, they are not completed at all ; this is all Mr. Moore’s duty ; but few of them 
bound. 

785. Are the memorials now transcribed into a book ? — They are. 

786. Is not the memorial numbered in the same way in the book into which it is 
transcribed as it is in the day-book ? — Yes, it should be. 

787. Is not there a memorandum of the hour and day of the registry entered in 
the margin of the transcript at present? — There is. 

788. How many transcripts do you bind up together at present ? — Five hundred 
at present, formerly 600. 

789. Is there at present a book, called an Index of Names, or is there an index 
of names ? — There is. 

790. How are the names and lands designated or distinguished ; is it by letters of 
the alphabet? — By letters. 

791. Can you inform the Committee in what way this index of names is made 
up r — As I said before about the abstract book, I do not attend to those books 
at all. 

792. Do you happen to know how the index book is made out? — Since the new 
Act, when I was appointed clerk insteatl of deputy registrar, I do not like to take 
so much authority over the clerks as I had done, and it has always been Mr. 
Moore’s duty to arrange those books.. 

793. Have you looked into those books?— I have looked into them, but 1 have 
not sufficiently to answer particularly as to their correctness. 

794. Do you mean tp say, that you who have been assistant registrar, and who 
are now chief clerk, of the registry office, cannot tell the way in which the index 
books are made up?— Since the last Act, Mr. Moore has taken that entirely upon 
himself ; he has attended entirely to the arrangement of the books, and as chief 
clerk I do not interfere with the clerks as to those books, and I stick to my own 
business, which fully employs me. 

795. Is the name of the grantor entered in the index book ?— It is. 

796. Sirname and Christian name ? — The sirnarae and Christian name. 

797. Are the sirname and the Christian name of the grantee entered in the index 
book ?- I should not like to answer that at this moment j I think the Christian name 
is not. 

798. Is it part of your duty to make up tlie index books? — No. 

799. The making up of the index books does not fall within your department? 
— No, Mr. Oliver Moore advised me not to interfere about those books at all. 

800. Did 
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800. Did you interfere about them ? — No, Mr. Oliver Moore told me that it Mr. 

was Mr. George Moore's business, and that I had better not mind them ; that I Francis Armstrong. 
had better let Mr. George Moore mind it. 

801. At what time was that? — He has said so two or three times since I have 8 June 1832. 
become clerk. 

802. Is the index of names in the registry office made up at present upon 
a different principle from that upon which it was made up before you became clerk? 

— It is. 

803. What is the change ? — They are entered in each barony, and an alphabet 
for each. I do not like to answer about those books, it is not my business to 
manage them. 

804. Have you anything to do with making up the index of names ? — No. 

805. Was it never your business when you were assistant registrar? — No. 

806. Is it now part of your duty to superintend the index of names? — Mr. 

George Moore is doing that. 

807. Is it your duty? — I do not know what my duties are as chief clerk now ; 

I had great doubt whether I could act as deputy registrar when I was chief clerk. 

808. Have you ever, in point of fact, superintended the index of names, and 
making up of the books? — 1 see that the regular business is going on by the clerks; 
when they want instructions in the absence of Mr. Moore, they apply to me, and 
I give directions necessary. 

809. Have you ever seen that the index of names was properly made up ? — No ; 
except when called on, or a supposed error. 

810. Are you positive that the name of the grantor was ever entered in the 
index of names? — Yes. 

811. Is the name of the grantee ? — It is. 

812. Is there any entry of the denomination of lands in the index of names? — 

Not in the index of names ; in the lands index the lauds are mentioned, and then 
a reference to the parties names. 

813. Is there an entry of the year of registration in the index of names ? — It is 
entered in the book of the year. 

814. Is it entered in the index of names? — The index of names; it is merely 
the parties and the book, page and number. 

815. Do you know whether the names of all the grantors are entered or the 
name of one only ? — The grantors are all entered. 

816. How far does the index of names extend as to time ; do you keep an index 
for each year? — The names books are entered up very near to the present time. 

817. Do you keep an accurate index of names for each separate year ? — The 
present arrangement is, I think, to comprise ten years. 

818. Then each index is to comprise ten years? — I would not like to answer. 

819. Is there a decennial index at present as far as you know ? — I really forget 
how many years it is to comprise. I think ten. 

820. Is there a duplicate copy of the index of names kept ? — There is the entry 
book copied from that. 

821. Are there two copies of each index, or only one index copy? — Only one 
copy. 

822. Is there no duplicate copy? — No. 

823. Is there an index of lands kept at present ? — There is. 

824. Is there an index for each county ? — Yes, there is. 

825. Is each index for a county divided into baronies at present? — It is. 

826. Is there an index for cities? — Yes. 

827. Are the cities divided into parishes? — As far as the parishes are given in 
the memorial there is, and there is an index at the end of each book for those that 
do not give parish or baronies. 

828. For how many years are the indexes of lands made up ; for the same period 
as you state the indexes of names, ten years? — Mr. Moore arranges all that, I have 
nothing in the world to say to it ; it is not a part of my duty at all, and I am par- 
ticularly desired to leave it to him. 

829. Do you know what the fact is in your office ? — I am kept very busy in 
another part of the office, 1 have hardly a moment to myself. 

830. Can you inform the Committee whether the index of lands is made up for 
ten years ? — I believe it was intended to comprise ten years. 

CQ2. 1 831. Does 
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Mr. 831. Does it fall within your department to furnish searches ? — Yes, to receive 

Francis Armsirong. instructions for the searches and give them out to the clerks to make. 

832. Can you state to the Committee in what particulars the proposed Act of 
8Junex832. Parliament will create a difference of labour as to searches? — I do not recollect 

that there will be any change as to the mode of making them. 

833. Can you state to the Committee in what particulars the proposed Act of 
Parliament will make a change in your labour ? — I do not at present recollect any 
great difference that it will make in my labour, at present I cannot say how it may 
affect ray duty. 

834. Are you well acquainted with the new Act? — I have merely read it over. 
The great change I believe is in the books; that does not fall upon me; 
Mr. Moore has the arranging of them. 

835. Will there be an increase in the labour of Mr. Oliver Moore? — No, I do 
not know that there will. 

836. Can you state to the Committee in what particulars the labours of 
Mr. George Moore will be increased by the Bill ? — Mr. George Moore will have 
the arrangement of all those books as he has had the arrangement of the present 
books; he has had the arrangement of all the books that I have been asked 
about. 

837. For how long ? — All the books since the new Act. I have nothing at all 
to do with them. 

838. Had he nothing to do with those books before the new Act? — Yes, he had 
to arrange them. 

839. By arrangement do you mean, that he would have to superintend the for- 
mation of the books in such a way as to see that the Act of Parliament is carried 
into effect ? — Yes ; he directs them in every way, and orders the different clerks 
what part of the duty they shall perform ; that is a part of duty I do not take any 
charge of or do anything in, without it be necessary in his absence. 

840. So that the nature of his duties under this new Act will be the same as 
it is at present ? — Yes, the same I should suppose, to arrange everything 

841. He has to superintend the entry book at present, the abstract book, the 
index of names, and the index of lands, and the transcript books ? — Yes. 

842. Those five books are all kept ? — I believe they are all kept. 

843. And those five books are to be kept hereafter ? — I have merely looked at 
the Act ; Mr. Oliver Moore and myself have determined not to read any more bills 
until we get the bill we are to act on. 

844. You cannot tell the Committee how many books are to be kept under the 
proposed Act of Parliament?— I cannot from memory now say positively what books 
are to be kept. 

845. Do you know that there are five to be kept under the new Bill ? — I do not ; 
I would not like to say positively. 

846. Are you a professional man ? — 1 was brought up to the profession. 

847. Do you practice at present ? — J do not. 

848. How long have you given up your practice? — When 1 came to the registry 
office first, in November 1814 ; I was then for six years in partnership with Mr. 
Oliver Moore. 

849. Has he given up his practice too ? — No, he has not. 

850. H^ he a larger salary than you ? — Yes, he has. 

851. How have you been paid from the commencement of your office ? — When 
I began in 1814, I had one-third of the portion Mr. G. Moore allotted for the assis- 
tant deputy registrars, Mr. Oliver Moore and myself, and he had two-thirds, he 
was in office the August three months before me, I was appointed in November 1814. 
Mr. George Moore told me I had a portion of my time to give to the office, and 
that I could then attend to my father’s business in which I was employed. 

852. You state that under the now subsisting arrangement you got 350/. nomi- 
nally, but really you received 450 1 . ? — Yes. 

853. Are you aware that in the proposed Bill your nominal salary is to be made 
450 1 . — I am. 

854. That is, your salary is to be increased by too and Mr. Oliver Moore’s is 
to be diminished 100 1 . ? — Yes. 

855. Was that arrangement made with the consent of Mr. Oliver Moore ? Mr. 

George Moore told me that as ray salary was so small he would make an addition to 
it of 1 00 1 . from Mr. Oliver Moore’s salary. 

856. Have 
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856. Have you any share of the profits which Mr. Moore now receives from his 
business as an attorney? — No, I have not now. 

857. Do you do the same duties as Mr. Oliver Moore? — Yes. 

858. Is Mr. Oliver Moore assistant registrar ?— He is. 

859. Does he superintend the discharge of the business of the office?— He does 
do the business as much as I do, I suppose. 

860. Do you do the same duties ? — Yes. 

861. What are the particular duties which you both have to perform ?— We have 
to attend the public and see everybody that comes on business, receive the deeds, 
give out the searches and copies of memorials, sign all those searches and sign the 
deeds and copies, and calculate the fees on all. 

862. You consider that your particular department 1 — Yes. 

863. Do you do any duty in addition to that which Mr. Oliver Moore performs? 
— I keep all the cash of the office, which he does not ; I pay all the clerks and all 
demands on office, and keep the day and weekly accounts. 

864. Does he do any duty in addition to your duty ?— No, he does not. 

865. At what hour does the office open in the morning? — At 10, and closes 
at four. 

866. Is it always open at 10? — I would not say it was always open exactly at 
10 ; we have been there before 10, and we have been there after. 

867. Does Mr. George Moore attend every day in the office?— He does not 
attend every day. 

868. Does he attend every second day ?— He is absent sometimes for a time, 
and then he attends very regular for a time when there is anything particular to do. 

869. Have you no other business to attend to except your duty in the office? — 
Not now ; it is my only employment, I have given up all other for it now, on my 
1 8th year in office. 

870. Do you attend as much in the office as you did when you had a share 
in Mr. Oliver Moore’s business ?— Just as much ; my father has now got a partner, 
and I do not now assist him in his business. 
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871. Do you give any security ? — I do not. 

872. Did you get any consideration on losing your share in Mr. Oliver Moore’s 
business? — Merely that Mr. Moore said my salary should never be less than 300 1 . 
a year. My share was an uncertain sum ; I got one-third and Mr. Oliver Moore 
got two-thirds of the portion for assistant deputy registrars, and Mr. Oliver Moore 
gave me one-third of his professional business for the rest of my time up to 1820. 

873. Do you consider yourself, as chief clerk, authorized to do all the duty that 
you were in the habit of doing as deputy registrar ? — I had great doubts about it, 
and refused to administer the oath in consequence of those doubts. 

874. Did those doubts arise from the change of the name of your particular 

office? — Yes. , 

875. What are the duties of the deputy registrar as distinct from yours '—1 am 
doing the same duties as the deputy registrar. 

876. Is it not the duty of the deputy registrar to do what the registrar himself 

should do in his absence ?— If it is necessary to do anything in his abspce we would 
act of course ; but Mr. Moore arranges, so far as it is part of his business, all 
those books, and about everything ; if anything happens in the mean time when he 
is away, we act. 1 

877. Does the deputy see that the regulations of Mr. George Moore are carried 
into execution ? — Yes ; when necessary. 

878. Is that your duty ?— Indeed, I am acting, I may say, that way. 

879. Is that your only duty ?— No, there is a great deal of duty that Mr. George 
Moore does not do except it is necessary 5 I have known him receive deeds, but he 
does not attend to that part of the office. 

880. Are the duties of the deputy registrar and the duties of the registrar the 
same ?— Not exactly the same ; if the registrar was not there the deputies would see 
that the business was done; but Mr. Moore attends to this branch of business that 
we do not. 

881. If Mr. Moore gives directions to have an index drawn and kept according 
to the proposed Act of Parliament, will it not be the duty of the assistant registrar 
to see that his orders are carried into effect? — Indeed, I think so. 

882. Have you ever known any action brought against the registrar for negligence, 
or for any iniury done to an individual in the registry office? I have not. 

ran I 2 883. Have 
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Francis^tstrone known of a complaint being made to any of the courts of 

a neglect of duty in the registry office? — No, I do not recollect that I have ; there 

8 June 1832. something about the charge for memorials sent to assizes ; but I do not recollect 

any complaint being made of neglect of duty. 

884. Have you ever known of any injury being done to any party by reason of 
any neglect or fraud in the registry office? — I do not recollect. 

885. Are you aware, upon the reading of the proposed Act of Parliament, of any 
increased responsibility in any particular, under that Act ?— I believe the registrar 
will be bound by that to have the books made up to a certain day and to a certain 
time, that will be an increase of responsibility. 

886. Are the books to be made up by clerks in the office up to a certain day and 
to a certain time ? — I believe that is what is proposed. 

887. Will it not be the duty of the assistant registrar to see that the books are 
made up to a certain day and to a certain time ? — Of course it will be his duty to 
see that business done with the others. 

S88. Then the only increase of responsibility which you have specified is the 
additional number of books that you will have to make? — I should suppose that the 
registrar will be bound that the books are completed up to the day fixed, up 
to a certain day, and he must, 1 should say, be bound to have the books up to that 
day, and be bound to give searches up to that day. 

889. Would he be responsible for the neglect of that duty ? — I think so. 

890. Is he responsible at present for searches up to a particular day?— No, I do 
not think there is any particular day he is responsible for. 

891 . If searches are demanded up to a particular time is not the registrar bound 
to give the searches up to that particular time ?— If the books are completed. 

892. Did you state that Mr. Oliver Moore acts as attorney at present ? — 
He does. 

893. Does he do any business as an attorney in the registry office? — No, he has 
an office of his own. 

894. How does he attend to his duty as an attorney if he is obliged to be in the 
registry office?— His son is an apprentice with him, and attends a good deal to his 
business. 

Sg,"). Formerly both you and Mr. Oliver Moore practised as attorniesin the office 
itself? — We did. 

896. While you were acting as deputy assistant registrar before the 9th of 

Geo. 4., did you not consider it your duty to consult Acts of Parliament, or did 
you merely consider it your duty to follow what directions the registrar might cive 
you ?— I did consult Acts of Parliament repeatedly, and when necessary, as to*the 
duties of the office ; when I came into the office the fees had been arranged by Mr. 
G. and O. Moore, but there were a great many duties comprised in our charges 
more than the duties of the office, and I was directed as to those fees Dy Air. Georffe 
and hir. Oliver Moore; ® 

897. , And you did not think it necessary to consult or to consider whether they 

were authorised by Act of Parliament or otherwise? — I knew most of them were 
not authorised by Act of Parliament. 

898. What is the longest period for which you have known Mr. George Moore 

to be absent from his office at one time since he has been appointed registrar? 

I do not recollect his being absent more than a mouth at a time ; on one or two 
occasions when attending Parliament, he might have been more. 

899- k)id he attend his duties in Parliament since his appointment to the office^ 
— He did. 

900. Mr. Moore had previous to his appointment as much the effective superin- 
tendence of the office, and was as much responsible for the office, as he was subsequent 
to his appointment ; was that the case ? — I believe so. 

901. What is the longest period prior to his appointment that you have known 
him absent from the office ? — It is a long period to speak of. 

902. Have you known him for two or three months absent ? — No, I do not think 
I have ; he was regularly attending his terms, then attending business, and be was 
in and out of the office constantly during term. 

903. He was for some years in Parliament before his appointment in July 1 830 

was he not?— Yes. ^ ’ 

904. Was he absent in London for the purpose of attending his duties in 
Parliament? — He was. 

905. For 
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go,5. For what period did his attendance on Parliament cause his absence from 
the office? — I suppose about two months; I do not recollect his being more than 
that ; I do not know exactly, and therefore I do not like to state. 

906. You consider that you have a particular branch of duty in the office, which 
you have stated? — Yes. 

907. Do you consider yourself responsible for the books being kept perfect in the 
office? — I have given no security for anything, but having been in the office so 
many years, 1 take care as much as if I had security, and 1 consider it my duty, as 
far as I have time to spare, to do that ; but Mr. Moore wishes that we should never 
move from our desks ; we have no time to spare. 

908. If, on his return from any absence, Mr. Moore were to find that 
some serious errors had been made in the entries, would you be considered by 
Mr. Moore responsible for those errors? — If 1 knew' of if I should think I was 
very much to blame, but it is impossible that I can see every branch of the business 
going on in that office and attend to what I have to do. 

909. How many persons do you suppose it requires to do the official executive 
duties of registrar, not considering the general superintendence : by official duties 
is meant the taking of affidavits, the signing searches, and all those duties which 
are peculiarly the duties of the assistant registrar or registrar? — Sometimes we are 
both very busy the greater part of the day, as much as we can manage for one or 
two hours, and the next three hours we may not be so busy. 

910. Do you think that the public could be conveniently attended to by one 
person doing those official acts than that which has been stated? — 1 think it would 
be great risk for one person to attend it ; ■ I should be soriy to have the W'hole 
duty of it. 

911. You consider that two persons are requisite in the office to do those acts 
which the public are constantly requiring to be done, such as the signing certificates 
and receiving deeds and so on ? — 1 do, to have the business done regularly. 

912. You will be required under the new Bill to give security, should you be 
appointed assistant registrar ; was your appointment to the assistant registrarship at 
your own desire ? — It was ; I asked to nave it and my salary increased ; I said I 
thought it was quite necessary if I was to have the command of so many clerks 
that I should have rank and salary over them. 

913. Therefore the giving security is no peculiar hardship imposed upon you 
against your wish by this Bill ? — If I was appointed assistant i*egistrar I expect to 
give security, but expected better salary ; I have now no other employment. 

914. It was at your own wish that you were appointed ? — Yes ; but along with 
it I expected salary. 

915. Is there not by the Bill an increase of salary of 100^. a year to you? — Yes, 
but it should be more. 

916. Up to what period are the land books now perfected? — I think it is late 
in 1828 ; 1 think it is; I will not speak positively. 

917. Would you now grant a negative certificate subsequent to that period in 
1828 ? — We do. 

gi8. Would you grant a negative certificate subsequent to 1828 on lands? — It 
is not made on the lands. 

919. If a negative search on lands simply were given to you, would you now 
make it subsequent to 1828 ? — Not further than the land books are made up, and 
some of the land books are made up further than others. 

920. The registrar is not now responsible for having the books made up to any 
particular period ? — I believe not. 

921. Can you account for the land books not having been made up to a subse- 
quent period ? — I cannot ; the difficulty of the arrangement of the new books, I 
suppose, is the cause. 

922. Is there anything in the statute of 9 Geo. 4, under which the office is at 
present regulated, which requires that the indexes shall be made up to any particular 
date ? — I do not believe there is. 

923. Previous to the passing of the 9 Geo. 4, up to what periods were the 
lands books made up ? — I cannot recollect now ; Mr. Moore has been very anxious 
to have them completed up, and has put as many hands as he can to it. 

924. What is the greatest number of memorials that at any time you have recol- 
lected to be unentered ? — There were a great number, but I cannot from me- 
mory say. 

592. I 3 925. Did 
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925. Did you ever hear that there were as many as 2,000?— I am sure there 
were ; I think there was a great deal more. 

926. Did you ever hear that memorials were lying for several months, as many 
as eight or nine months, without being entered ? — I am sure they were. 

927. Are you aware of anything in the 9 Geo. 4, which required that me- 
morials should be entered up to particular periods ? — I am not aware of it. 

928. Do you believe there is not? — No, but to have them made up as soon as 
possible. 

929. Are you aware of instances having occurred of the numbers on memorials 
not corresponding with the numbers on certificates entered on deeds ? — I have 
known a figure in mistake. 

930. Which might throw out the entire number? — It was found out imme- 
diately, and corrected j there was no bad consequence from it that I now recollect. 



Jovis, 14 “ die Juniiy 1832 . 

George Moore, Esq., again called in j and Examined. 

931. YOU have stated that you were for a long period Deputy Registrar under 
Lord Kilwarden ; what was the amount of salary or emolument which you received 
during the latter part of that period ? — About the time of Lord Kilwarden’s death, 
and for two or three years befoi’e, it averaged from 1,200 1 . to 1,300/. a year. 

932. Was that partly made up of fees and partly of salary? — It was entirely 

made up of a certain portion of the surplus fees. * 

933. Had you any regular salary at that period? — None. 

934. Can you state of your own knowledge what was the salary and what the 
emoluments of the registrar at that time, Lord Kilwarden ? — As well as I recollect, 
his share of the fees of the office fluctuated about that time between 2,500 1. and 
3,000/. a year, and he had a salary of 1,300/. a year, payable at the Treasury, 
besides. 

935. Was that the amount of his emoluments up to the period of his death, sub- 
sequent also to the passing of the 9 Geo. 4. ? — It was. 

936. Did Lord 'Kilwarden hold that office by the same tenure as you hold your 
present office of registrar ? — He did. The tenure of the office is prescribed by the 
Act of Anne, which directs that the registrar shall continue in his office during 
good behaviour. 

937. Has any alteration been made in that tenure by the 9 Geo. 4. ? — None 
whatever. 

938. Therefore you at present hold by the tenure of an appointment during good 
behaviour ? — Certainly ; that is the tenure prescribed by the Act of Anne. 

939. Did you as deputy-registrar give any security, and to whom? — Yes, a bond 
to Lord Kilwarden in the sum of 20,000 /., for the due and faithful execution of the 
duties of the office. 

940. Were the conditions of that bond moi-e strict than the conditions of the 
bond which you have lately entered into with the Treasury? — You mean my recog- 
nizance to the Crown. I do not exactly recollect what the detailed conditions of 
the bond were, but I know that my general responsibility to Lord Kilwarden 
amounted to a complete indemnity to him for every thing done in the execution 
of the duties of the office. 

941 . Is not that an indemnity to Lord Kilwarden against any action that might 
be brought against him for neglect of duty through any of the officers in the depart- 
ment ? — Certainly it was. 

942. What were the situations and what were the salaries and emoluments of 
Mr. Armstrong and Mr. Oliver Moore during that period, when you were deputy- 
registrar under Lord Kilwarden? — Mr. Oliver Moore and Mr. Armstrong were 
my assistant-deputies. 

943. What was their salary? — Mr. Oliver Moore’s emoluments were about 
700/. and Mr. Armstrong’s about 300/. a year. 

944. Were 
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944. Were their duties the same as at present? — All the routine mechanical George Moore,!^ 
duties that I have already described as belonging to their department, were the same 

as at present ; they had, however, occasionally during my absence, somewhat more ^4 
of the superintendence of the other departments than they have had since I have 
been appointed registrar. 

945. Did they give security for their situations to any person? — They did not 5 
nor did any of the clerks give security to me or any other person, nor do any of 
them give security to me now. 

946. If there were a surplus of fees in the oflBce, beyond the necessary oflSce 
expenses, to what purpose was that surplus applicable? — It was divided in certain 
proportions between the then registrar, Lord Kilwarden, and the deputies. 

947. Then you had a direct interest to reduce the office expenses as much as 
possible, because you would then have a certain proportion of the surplus profits? — 

Unquestionably ; that follows from what I have just stated. 

948. Having, then, a direct interest to keep down the expenses of the office, how 
many deputies did you think it necessary to keep ? — I felt it necessary to have two 
assistant-deputies to perform the duties of that department. 

949. Did you then merely superintend the office as at present, or did you try to 
reduce the number of persons employed and paid, by acting yourself more execu- 
tively than at present? — I did not act myself more executively than at present. 

950. .Can you state to the Committee what official situations there are in Ireland, 
which appear in some respects similar in their duties and responsibility to that 
which you now hold ? — I should feel it difficult to direct the attention of the Com- 
mittee to any office that, in my opinion, appi'oaches either in extent, importance or 
responsibility, to the registrar’s office. There are three officers, one in each of the 
courts of King’s Bench, Common Pleas and Exchequer, which on reference to the 
Act of Parliament by which they are repealed, may appear to approach nearer in 
the execution of their duties than any other. Those three officers are prothono- 
taries of the King’s Bench and Common Pleas, and the clerk of the pleas of the 
Exchequer, %vhose duties appear to be conversant with judgments of all kinds, and 
in all shapes, and with all dealings respecting those judgments. 

951. Do you mean by that, that if a person wants to ascertain what judgments 
affect a particular property, he mu.st get those searches at those particular offices, 
and the heads of those offices certify the judgments which affect the property ? — 

I presume so. 

952. Can you state the extent of business which is done in those offices, and in 
the office of registrar of deeds in Ireland? — A comparison may be fairly stated 
thus ; the office of registrar of deeds does all the business of Ireland relative to the 
subject of its duties ; the offices of each of those does only a portion of the business 
of Ireland relative to the subjects of their duties, so that the entire business of the 
country, in respect of these, is done by the united duties and services of three. 

953. Can you state what are the salaries of the heads of those offices, and at 
what period those salaries were settled? — The salaries appear to be settled by an 
Act of 1 & 2 Geo. 4, at 1,500 /. a year each. 

954. Have they the appointment of all the subordinate officers ? — They have the 
appointment of all the assistants and clerks, for which they are made expressly re- 
sponsible. The prothonotaries of the courts of King’s Bench and Common Pleas 
appear by that statute to have the appointment of four clerks at 500 1. a year each, 
and one clerk at 200 1 . a year j and the clerk of the pleas of Exchequer appears to 
have the appointment of five assistant clerks, at 500 1. a year each, and one at 200 /. ; 
but all those matters will appear more fully by reference to that Act, and to the 
schedules annexed to it. 

955. Do you know what is the general nature of the duties of the prothonotaries 
of the courts of King’s Bench and Common Pleas, and the clerk of the pleas of 
the Court of Exchequer ? — For that I must beg leave to refer to the Act of Par- 
liament I have mentioned. 

956. You have stated that you have considerable press of business at the com- 
mencement of term time, which you have attributed to attornies not registering 
deeds which may have been executed in the country, until they themselves shall 
come up to the office ; may not the priority of deeds be much affected by a practice 
of that kind? — It may j but I presume professional men always take care to guard 
against that. 

957. Have you ever considered whether it would be desirable that any arrange- 
ment should be made with the Post-office, by which deeds and memorials could be 

592. 1 4 delivered 
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delivered on official responsibility at the Register-office in Dublin, on payment of 
some stipulated sum to the Post-office for that purpose r — I have never considered 
that question, because the office has been in the habit of so far accommodating the 
public in the country, as to receive deeds and memorials at any time they were sent 
in, and to register them according to that receipt. 

958. They can do so at present ? — They can do so at present ; but there is no 
duty imposed on the office, requiring them to register deeds so received. 

959. Would it be desirable that a regulation of that kind should be introduced 
into the Bill now before Parliament for this purpose, that the delivery into the 
hands of the postmasters in the country should be an evidence, so far as it went, of 
the delivery, and the putting the deed in process of registration on a certain day? — 
I think this is a suggestion which requires much consideration. With reference to 
its effect on the responsibility of the officer, it strikes me that it would he a hard- 
ship to impose on the registrar a prhnu fade responsibility, merely by the act of 
putting a deed in the post-office which might subsequently miscarry. 

960. Would not the entire responsibility, when once a deed was given into 
a private post-office and the receipt of the post-office given to an attorney, be upon 
the post-office and upon the registry-office, as to what was done with that deed 
and what it contained, and by certain marks affixed by the post-office, and its safe 
delivery, all dangerous responsibility be got rid of? — Unquestionably, all dangerous 
responsibility might begot rid of by a properly worded provision, directing that the 
responsibility of the registrar shall not commence before the delivery of the deed 
and memorial into the office, whether that delivery be effected through the medium 
of the General Post-office or otherwise. 

961. Do you conceive your office to be one of general responsibility and of 
superintendence, rather than in any actual definite labour or executive duty ? — The 
office is certainly one of general and very great responsibility, but there are many 
important duties which the registrar has personally to perform incident to its 
direction and management. 

962. Would it be desirable that the registrar should be required to perform any 
particular executive duty ; might not that interfere with his general superintendence, 
which is more requisite for the due course of the office business ? — I have no doubt 
of it, and indeed I can speak on that subject from some experience, because I am 
quite satisfied from my own observation of the state of the office, shortly after 
1 first came into it, that the officer who did the principal routine mechanical duties 
of the office, now discharged by the assistants, had it not in his power to bestow 
time and attention to make the necessary regulations for the due execution of all 
its departments, and the consequence was, that much confusion and irregularity 
prevailed at the time of, and for some time after my first accession to the office. 

963. You have spoken of regulations ; supposing that the regulations were made, 
could the acting executive officer find time to see that those regulations were duly 
carried into effect? — If the duty of making regulations was to have a certain limit, 
it is possible that time might be found, but I do not think that practicable ; and inde- 
pendently of that consideration, I think it would be highly inexpedient on every 
account that the head of the office should be required to do any part of the routine 
mechanical duties of it ; it is a very great establishment, requiring the strict main- 
tenance of discipline ; and I think that, independently of every other consideration, 
the performance of any of the routine mechanical duties might materially inter- 
fere with that station which the head of such an office should sustain, in order to 
ensure the enforcement of such discipline. 

964. There is nothing in your present appointment which can prevent you from 
absenting yourself as frequently as you please from the office, provided you do not 
remain absent for more than 30 days ?■ — I have a legal power to do so. 

965. As complaints may frequently arise on the part of the public, of careless- 
ness and inattention on the part of the clerks or assistant registrars, or disputes 
about fees, or circumstances arising out of the comparison of deeds and memorials, 
is it not desirable that the registrar, if not actually in the office, should at least be 
at hand or easy to be found for reference?— As to the first, I think they may be 
effectually guarded against by the maintenance of a continued well regulated 
system ; and with respect to any differences or disputes likely to arise in the course 
of the discharge of the routine duties, they have been always found to be easily 
adjusted by the assistants. With respect to any subject that it may be necessary 
to refer to the deliberate consideration of the registrar when he is absent, I cer- 
tainly think there should be every facility of communicating with him 5 but*I must 

® beg 
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beg to observe, that, so far as my own experience has gone, and although I have 
been occasionally absent at various times from the office, and have had a great deal 
of business referred to me through communications with it, I am not apprised of 
one instance in which that circumstance gave rise to any inconvenience or injury, 
either public or private. 

966. Is it desirable in so important an office as you have stated this to be, that 
the head of the office should have the power of exempting himself from that con- 
tinual care and superintendence which would appear to be requisite? — With respect 
to that, the immense pt^cuuiary responsibility of the registrar I consider to be an 
ample guarantee to the public for his giving all sufficient attendance to the execu- 
tion of the duties of the office ; and besides that, the public appear by the already 
existing provisions of the Act of g Geo. 4, to have provided for them an immediate 
and summary mode of redress, against not only the registrar, but against every 
individual employed in the office, which would appear to afford instantaneous relief. 

967. Will you point out by what means that instantaneous relief can be afforded ? 
— By summary proceedings under the 9 Geo. 4, the powers of which appear to be 
extended and made more cogent by the proposed Bill. 

968. The only power which is given by that clause, is that of removal from the 
office entirely; may there not be many occurrences in which a judge might not 
see sufficient cause to remove the officer from his situation, but yet may think him 
very much to blame ? — Yes, such may certainly arise. 

969. Are not the great majority of cases in which complaints would be made, 
of that description ? — Should grounds of complaint occur, I think they are in 
general likely to be of that description. . 

970. Will not the clause in the Bill now before Parliament, which gives the 
judge a summary power of fining the registrar, and gives a summary means to the 
complainant of recovering that fine, or the damages which may be imposed upon 
him, be much more effectual for the protection of the public than the former danse, 
which merely gave a power of removal? — Unquestionably it will, because by the 
proposed clause, there is a jurisdiction established which has the power, within 
certain limits, of apportioning the fine or damages, as they may be called, to the 
injury sustained by any individual, in consequence of the neglect of any officer or 
person employed in the registrar's office. 

971. Previously, where an individual was aggrieved, his only redress under that 
clause would be the removal of the officer, which would be or no benefit to him. 
By the proposed Bill, the judge would have a power of awarding damages to the 
complainant ; will not this power to award damages be more frequently taken 
advantage of by complainants than the former remedy ? — I think that if occasion 
should arise, the remedy provided by the proposed Bill is likely to be made more 
frequently available for the public than that prescribed by the 9 Geo. 4. 

972. Are you aware of any other official situation in which injury arising from 
neglect can be so summarily redressed as by this clause ? — I am not aware of the 
case of any public officer in which the law makes provision for such a summary 
proceeding against him, as well for punishing of neglect of duty, as for compen- 
sation to the party injured by such neglect. 

973. This provision in the proposed Bill is not merely confined to cases where 
actual injury may have been done to the complainant, but may be also sought for 
cases of supposed neglect, even though inconvenience may not positively have arisen 
from it? — I should say such is the legal effect of the clause as worded now. 

974. Will the new Bill materially interfere with your power of absenting your- 
self from the office ? — The great increase of duties imposed by it on the office 
certainly will materially interfere with that power. 

975. Has not the new Bill specially deprived yon of that power of absenting 
yourself from the office for 30 days, which you had before?— The new Bill cer- 
tainly does not contain that provision under which I now am protected in 30 days* 
absence from the office. 

976. Has it not specially repealed that provision ? — It proposes to do so. 

977. Therefore that provision does not exist? — When this Bill passes into a law 
that provision will no longer exist. 

978. And does not the new Bill require that you shall execute the duties of your 
office in person, which are the general direction, superintendence and management 
of all the departments in the office ? — It does. 

979. For instance, could you now discharge the duties of a representative in 
Parliament, as formerly, and hold the office of registrar of deeds in Ireland, pro- 
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G<or^eJkfoore,Esq. vided you had not_tlie permission of the Chancellor or Master of the Rolls to 
‘ “ absent yourself? — The compatibility of the duties of a Member of Parliament 

14 une 1832. other stated avocation depends so much upon a very great variety of cir- 

cumstances and considerations, that I feel it extremely difficult to answer that 
question, further than by a general reference to a statement I made on a former 
day, and it is this ; that unquestionably a newly appointed registrar, without any 
experience of the office, would find it extremely difficult, if not altogether impos- 
sible, to command much spare time for other avocations. 

980. When you speak of the legal power of absenting yourself that you do 
enjoy at this moment, would you conceive that you were performing your duty to 
your office, if you used that legal power to its full extent ?— Certainly not ; I should 
conceive that I am not authorized to abuse that legal power, and that I am not 
authorized to extend my absences, either in point of length or in point of frequency, 
beyond the possibility of fairly and fully performing my duties. 

981. In all the most important offices of the state, judicial and other offices, are 
you aware of any such limit of the attendance of the heads of those offices being 
regulated by any express limiting enactment ?~Very far from it ; there are several 
offices regulated by Act of Parliament, in which, though the officers are directed to 
perform their duties in person, yet they are not coerced by any legislative provision 
as to the times of their actual attendances for the purpose ; for instance, the Chief 
Remembrancer, who is not, by the Act regulating his office, (though expressly bound 
to perform his duties in person) subject to any restriction whatever of that nature ; 
nor are the prothonotaries or clerks of the pleas so coerced by the Act regulating 
them ; and many other officers are on the same footing; but each of course must 
give such attendance as the nature of his duty requires. With respect to my own 
office, the character of the position in which I am placed in this respect is, that 
I have the power of selecting my own time for the performance of my duty. 

982. Do not you conceive that the just measure of attendance of every responsi- 
ble officer must be with reference to the extent and nature of the duties which he 
has to perform ? — Yes, certainly. 

983. Have you not heard frequent complaints in Dublin of the absence of those 
particular officers whom you have mentioned from their offices ? — I never have. 

984. For instance, may not cases arise in the office of the Chief Remem- 

brancer, where it may be very desirable for parties to receive monies under orders of 
court, under particular circumstances, not in the regular course of the office, which 
it would require the Chief Remembrancer alone to decide upon ?— I am not prepared 
to say to what extent the attendance of the Chief Remembrancer may or may not 
be necessary or expedient ; I speak only of the position in which he is placed by 
the Act of Parliament. ^ ^ 

985. Taking the parallel of the situations, is it not right that any man who 

receives money of the public for public service, should be always at the public con- 
venience? —I think that every man who receives public money should be ready to 
discharge, and should fully and faithfully discharge his duty. ^ 

986. How can a man faithfully discharge his duty who is absent from his office, 

and when circumstances may arise which may require reference to him ? I can 

only answer that by stating, that to my own knowledge the duties of ray office are 
capable of being discharged without a regular daily constant attendance at it, and 
it they were not capable of being so dischaiged, I should not, while I held the 
office, absent myself from it as I occasionally do. 

987. Are any of the superior judges bound in any other way than by their own 
discretion as to their presence at or absence from their courts ? — I am not aware 
that they are. 

988. Nor any of the principal officers of state ; is there any restriction as to 
their attendance ? — Not that I am aware of. 

989. Does not there being no strict legal restriction on those officers for the 
personal performance of their offices, arise from the circumstance of their offices 
necessanly including or inferring a personal attendance, which if it were not given 
im government could allow such offices to be held by persons who did not attend to 
them ? Where the duties of the office must necessarily be performed by personal 
attendance, that attendance of course must be personally given ; but with r&erence 
to my own office, i must say that I am, and always have been, in the habit of per- 
foraing some of its most important duties not only out of office hours, but at 
a distance from the office, at my own residence, wherever that might be. 

990. Do 
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990. Do you conceive the duties of your ofiBce might be performed without George Moore,!^. 
a considerable personal attendance r — I think considerable personal attendance at ■ . ■ — 

the oflGce during ofiSce hours must be given, and that personal attendance certainly H Jane 1832. 
will be very much increased by the provisions of the intended Bill. 

991. Under the Bill, would you be strictly responsible for a single hour’s 
ab^nce from the office, should any occasion require you to be there I — Strictly 
responsible, no doubt, for everything that occurred in the office during such 
absence. 

992. Might not any individual who considered himself aggrieved, by not having 
an opportunity, owing to your absence, of speaking to yourself, have the power of 
complaining in court to a judge ? — I consider that every individual really injured 
by my absence would have a right to complain. 

993. Have you attentively considered the provisions of the new Bill ? — I think 
I have. 

994. Do you conceive that the duties and responsibility of your situation will 
be materially increased under this Bill? — Very materially increased, in several 
respects. 

995. Will you state generally in what respects your duties and responsibility 
will be increased? — I will go through them in the order in which they appear on 
the face of the BUI. The first occurs in page 6, in that clause which prescribes 
the keeping of the day-book, and the form of the day-book to be kept. The im- 
posing this as a duty on the office is new, for although, in point of fact, a day- 
book within certain limits is now kept, it is kept as a matter of office convenience 
and regulation, and not as a matter of duty. Moreover, the form prescribed by 
the proposed Bill for this day-book very considerably exceeds in its scope and 
extent the form used for the present day-book in the office. 

996. It is not then imperative on the registrar to keep this book ? — It is not. 

997. Is this day-book one of the books which will be termed office-books, 
which by the 9 Geo. 4, the public have a right of access to ? — No, not the one 
now kept. 

998. You could withhold the access to this book, if you pleased, from the 
public ? — The keeping of this book is not one of the prescribed duties of the office, 
and I should rather think that the public have no right to enforce the produc* 
tion of it. 

999. As it is not a book kept under the provisions of any Act regulating the 
office, should an error be made in the entry of the day-book, would the registrar 
be responsible for such error existing in the day-book ? — N ot merely with reference 
to the day-book. 

1000. Under the proposed Bill, this book will be an official book, for the cor- 
rectness of which the registrar will be responsible ? — Certainly. 

1001. Under the provisions of this BUI, will the day-book become a book 
of very great importance to the public, that it should be correctly and accurately 
kept, and will it be a book of constant reference ? — It will certainly be of im- 
portance to the public that it be correctly kept, even with respect to itself alone, 
as it may become a book of very frequent occasional reference on the part of the 
public, namely, in all cases where the indexes of parties’ names, or of lands, are not 
kept up to the current day: any person requiring satisfaction as to particular 
registries from the day to which the indexes are made, up to the current day, may 
procure such information as they require in the day-book. 

1002. Then supposing that it were required that the index of names should be 
constantly made up to within two days after the deed shall have been brought 
into the office for registry, should a person searching in the office in the index of 
names not find the deed which he looks for, he will only have to look through two 
days in the day-book, and should he not find the deed either in the index of 
names, or in the entries of the two days of the day-book, would he not hold the 
registrar responsible for the omission. For example, suppose a deed brought into 
the office for registry on Monday, and that by law that deed should be in the 
index on the second morning after, that would be on Wednesday ; supposing that 
the party making the search were to come into the office on Thursday, if he did 
not find the deed in the index of names, he would only have to look all through 
Wednesday’s and Tuesday’s day-book entries, and need not give himself the 
trouble of looking one day further, in which he would have found the entry, still 
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the officer would be responsible for the deed not being entered in the index? — 
Unquestionably, under such a provision. 

1003. Is there any specific day under the existing law to which the indexes 
should be made perfect ? — There is not. 

1004. Then an individual may frequently have to look through a very long 
pei’iod of the day-book for a deed, without being certain as to the time in which he 
should find it? — Yes, if the index failed to supply him with sufficiently recent 
infonnation. 

The next increase of duty that I observe in this Bill, appears in the same page, 
under the head of Abstract Book, and that increase of duty consists in a very con- 
siderable enlargement upon the abstract book provided by the 9 Geo. 4. The 
abstract book provided by 9 Geo. 4, requires merely that there shall be an abstract 
taken and entered in that from each memorial registered, of the following particulars; 
namely, the number of the memorial, the general nature of the instrument, and the 
names of grantors and of one or more grantees ; the names and description of lands 
and premises ; the number and page of the registry book where the memorial is 
entered. The proposed Bill directs that, in addition to the particulars I have enu- 
merated, each abstract of the memorial entered in the abstract book shall contain 
the year and day of registry, the date of the instrument, the descriptions as well as 
the names of the grantor and grantees, the consideration, the term, the rent and 
renewal fines, as the case may be stated in the instrument, and also “ whether 
a trust or other lesser than an absolute estate or interest be created thus intro- 
ducing a very great variety of particulars, which must be extracted from every memo- 
rial entered, in addition to those prescribed by 9 Geo. 4. 

1005. ‘Will your responsibility be much increased by the increased quantity of 
information which you are required to furnish ? — It certainly will, for it will require 
a very considerable increase of attention on the part of the clerk or clerks who are 
required to execute that work, and a very considerable increase of attention on the 
part of the registrar, at least at the commencement of the new system and for a con- 
siderable time after, and indeed always at the first training of any new clerk whom 
it may be necessary to employ for this particular branch of office business. 

1006. Will not that portion of additional labour, in cases “ whether a trust or 
lesser than absolute estate or interest be created,” require great consideration, from 
the very imperfect manner in which memorials are frequently drawn up ? — I should 
beg leave to state to the Committee, that I think that is one of the particulars the 
wording of which should be well considered, so as to confine the statement of the 
matters that it is intended to convey, to mere statement of fact, and not to require 
the officer to ascertain what the legal meaning of any given deed may be, or what 
may be the legal interpretation of the meaning of the parties to it, for that would 
be to require the officer to decide a point of law, and it would strike me to be 
rather an anomaly that the officer should be exposed to the responsibility of answer- 
ing in pecuniary damages for an error in judgment on a point of law. 

1007. If the officer showed that in making an entry, or putting a particular 
construction on a deed, he had given that construction which might fairly be placed 
upon the memorial, would not his responsibility cease there? — I think it would be 
a very unreasonable responsibility to impose upon any public officer, and not like 
any responsibility known to the law, that I am aware of. 

1008. If the registrar then confined himself strictly to the information required 
by the 9 Geo. 4, which you have stated he does not, would he not relieve him- 
self from a considerable share of responsibility r — Unquestionably he would. 

1009. Supposing that this requisition for a search were given to the registrar, 
might not a legal certificate be in that form [fl Paper bemg shotcn to the Witness,'] ? — 
Yes ; and according to this form it was that certificates on searches were given for 
some short time after the passing of the 9 Geo. 4 ; but, as I have already stated, 
I had that form considerably enlarged, for the purpose of giving satisfaction to 
the professional public. 

1010. If this Bill were in operation, and the same requisition had been given to 
the registrar, supposing that the facts were so stated in the memorials, could he 
legally give less infonnation than that in the form now handed to you ? — No ; this 
appears to be the form prescribed by the proposed Act. 

® 
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Search from 28th October 1798 to the 4th February 1803, for acts by Catharine Hasell; >4 June ‘832. 
from 4th February 1803 to 8th April 1819, by John Baker and Catharine Baker, or either 
of them; and from 8th September 1813 to 25th September 1828 by Maurice O’Connel or 
Connel, to affect all that the barn or coach-house together with the back yard or hay-yard 
at the use of game, as lately held by Henry Hasell, situate in the town of Mallow and 
county of Cork. 

Per John Orpen. 



Number 

of 

Memorial. 


General Nature 
of 

Inatniment. 


Names of Grantors and of one or more 
1 Grantees. 


' Names and Description 
of 

Lauds and Piemisos. 


Number and Page 

■Registry Boob 
where Memorial 
is entered. 


413,743 


deed - - 


Catharine Baker 
otherwise Hasell. 


■ Samuel Turrant - 


' - - the tenement 
called the Coach- 
house and hay yard, 
and other premises. 


604 


133 


457,976 


deed - 


Catharine Baker 

1 


Maurice O’ Connel 


- - a coach-house, 
yard, and plot of 
ground, in the town 
of Mallow. 


664 


344 



Upon diligent search made in the Registry-office, at Dublin, I certify that no memorials 
coming within the terms of the above requisition are registered, whereof an abstract is not 
herein truly set forth. 

Franck Armstrong. 

O. Moore, Deputy Registrar. 

1011. Does that form appear to give as full information as a purchaser would 
require to have, concerning the lands he was dealing for r — I should think so. 

1012. You have objected to the terms, lesser than absolute estate or interest 
being required to be set forth in the abstract book ; are not points of this kind 
so material that they would require that the registrar, or some person competent to 
decide on nicer points of the kind, should be constantly at hand to direct the 
clerks, or for reference by the clerks r — I should say that if it be necessary to im- 
pose on any officer the duty of deciding upon points of legal construction, due 
provision should be made for the employment and attendance of such an officer, 
properly qualified for the purpose. 

1013. Have the public a right to search the abstract books at present? — I con- 
ceive they have. 

1014. To what periods after deeds are brought into the office are abstract books 
now made up ? — From two to six days, within the current day, has been the general 
average ; the abstract book can sometimes be made up to within as short period as 
the day-book, but frequently it has been necessarily six days, and sometimes more, 
I believe, in arrear. 1 have already called the attention of the Committee to some 
particular memorials, seven in number, which, if brought in for registry on the same 
day, would require eight or nine days to complete their entries in the abstract book 
alone. 

1015. Is the abstract book formed of a number of already written abstracts, or 
abstracts made in a book already bound up and prepared for the purpose ? — The 
abstracts are made on sheets of parchment upon which there are printed general 
forms, they follow one another in consecutive order, and are bound up when a cer- 
tain number is completed. 

1016. Whatnuraberof abstracts is contained in one book?— In general 500 j 
but they have not been regular in number. 

1017. What period, on an average, does it take before you get the number of 
abstracts, which you intend to place in one book, prepared ? — I should say from 25 
to 30 days. 

502. K 3 1018. When 
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101 8. When you shall have got the number that you deem sufficient for the 
forming of a book, do you immediately have that number bound up together, or do 

you put them by until a certain number of volumes shall be ready for binding ? 

No ; we bind up the volumes as they are completed. 

1019. Then you have about one volume added to the number of abstract books 
per month ? — Thereabouts. 

1020. Then, generally speaking, a person may be certain of being able to use 
the abstract book within a month of the time up to which a deed shall be brought 
into the office? — I think so. 

1021. During which period, should search be required for a particular deed, 
how would information be obtained as to its contents ? — By reference to the memo- 
rial itself. 

1022. Do you think that one abstract book will be sufficient in the office? 

I should recommend two. 

^ 1023. From what document is the abstract book made up ? — From the memo- 
rial, under the 9 Geo. 4 ; it may also be said to be made up from the deed, 
because this Act directs, that before the certificate of registry is put on the deed, 
the particulars in the abstract book, which are taken from the memorial, shall be 
compared with the corresponding particulars in the deed, and it is only in the 
event of their thorough correspondence that the registrar is allowed to give a cer- 
tificate on the back of the deed. 

1024. Then the deed cannot be returned to the party who brings it before the 
abstract shall have been compared ? — No. 

The next additional duty appears in page 7, which prescribes, that within a certain 
limit of time, namely 30 days, every memorial delivered into the office for registry 
shall be transcribed. I must however here state, that I feel it my duty to recom- 
mend to the Committee that this limit of time be enlarged to 90 days, or at the 
shortest to 60 days. ’ 

102.5. Will you state your reasons for that? — The ground of that recom- 
mendation is, that it is impossible in the course of office business to prevent the 
accumulation of the arrear of transcripts ; the transcribing work of the office is 
not done solely by clerks who do no other business, but is shared by most of the 
other clerks in the office when they have time to spare ; thus the completion of that 
branch of the office business is necessarily subservient to all the others, and as the 
flow of business into the office is not uniform, either in point of quantity or in 
point of kind, there must necessarily be a great fluctuation in the arrear of this 
branch of it, so much so, that we frequently, at the commencement of a lon» 
vacation, have an arrear of nearly 2,000 memorials to enter, and at the close of 
a long vacation have sometimes not more than as many hundreds. Now the only 
way, under these circumstances, in which those occasional arrears can be kept down 
would be by the introduction of occasional clerks, a necessity which, from my own 
experience in the office, I cannot too much deprecate. 

1026. When any professional man in Dublin has a press of business in his 
office which requires additional clerks, does he find any difficulty in that town of 
finding persons competent to copy deeds which are of equal consequence with the 
deeds which you would have to copy in your office ? — I dare say not ; but the cases 
are totally different. The duties of the higher departments of our office are exe- 
cuted by clerks whom it is necessary to put through a regular training, and the 
lowest grade in that system of training is the transcribing department : we are 
therefore obliged necessarily, in order to ensure employment for this class during 
a relaxation of business, to keep the arrear that may have accumulated durin^f the 
press of It, otherwise, were we occasionally to employ, we should have occasionally 
to dismiss, and thus lose the benefit of having a regular stock of individuals from 
whom we can draw persons properly qualified, by a gradual familiarity with the 
office business, to execute the duties of its higher departments j by its hig her depart- 
ments, I mean the searching and the index departments. 

1027. Might not that difficulty which you have stated be obviated by keeping 
a certain number continually transcribing, which would be a sufficient number to 
give you a preparation for the future clerks, and yet to have a sufficient number of 

additional hands who might be dismissed when not required? I do not think it 

would. I should consider my position in the office as not very secure, were 
I obliged to have recourse to the assistance of occasional clerks. * 

1028. When 
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1028. When you spoke of the deeds which professional persons might have to 
copy, being of equal importance with the deeds that are brought to your office for 
the purposes of registration, do you think it at all probable that the copies can be 
of the same consequence ? — I shoald think not. The transcripts are made in the 
registrar’s office for public purposes. 

1029. How would your position differ essentially from that of any profession^ 
man who had the custody of valuable title-deeds, and who had occasion to have 
them transcribed f — In the first place, as I have just stated, transcripts made in the 
registrar’s office are in the nature of public records, and for public purposes ; and 
in the next place, the class of clerks by whom they are made is that class which 
furnishes those employed in the higher departments of the office, and therefore 
they require to be kept continually employed, in order that they may not only be 
ready, but be properly instructed for the purpose. 

1030. But so far as mere accuracy of transcript is required, might not that be 
easily attained in Dublin by the assistance of additional clerks? — So far as mere 
accuracy is to be considered, it might ; but the Committee will also recollect that 
the transcript clerks ai’e in a measure confidentially intrusted for a certain time with 
the custody of some of the memorials of the office. 

1031. Recurring again to the case of a professional man, would not the clerk 
equally have the custody of those deeds which might be of great importance ? — 
While copying, I should suppose he would. 

1032. In cases of professional men, do you not believe that they are in the habit 
of reading over every deed of importance copied in their office, themselves indivi- 
dually ? — I should suppose they are. 

1033. Would that be possible in the case of the registrar of deeds? — Certainly 
not. 

1 034. Then are the Committee to understand that there is no person who cor- 
rects the transcripts or compares the copies after they are made? — No, there are 
two clerks employed for the purpose of comparing. 

1035. Then the two clerks whose duty it is to compare transcripts after they shall 
be made, would be in the position of the professional man who should read over the 
deed which had been transcribed by the clerk ? — Yes. 

1036. Proceed with your evidence. — The next increase of duty I find is in 
page 8, in that clause which enlarges the entry of the parties* names in the parties’ 
names index, by requiring the addition of the first denomination of lands, and the 
name of the county and barony, or the city and town and parish mentioned in the 
memorial : it also requires that those entries shall be made and completed within 
a short limited time of the cuirent day. Following up the same indexes, in page 9, 
this Bill directs that they shall be reduced into decennial indexes, and consolidated 
therein in alphabetical order, a duty of considerable importance, and which will 
require much attention. In addition to all this, the Bill directs that there shall be 
a duplicate made of the index of parties’ names, thus doubling the entire duty of the 
office in that particular branch of it. 

1037. Do you think that the addition of the denomination of lands will be of 
considerable public convenience in making searches ? — I think in many instances it 
will be of considerable convenience. 

1038. If a person is now searching for the acts of a particular individual, for 
instance, the acts of John Smith, must he not refer to a separate book, a book of 
transcripts, for the acts done by every John Smith whose name may appear in the 
names’ index, while it may appear that no act may be done by the John Smith 
sought? — He certainly must refer to every memorial to which reference is given in 
the indexes to the name of John Smith, to ascertain whether that memorial comes 
within the scope of the search or not. 

1039. Then if he had to search for ten years, and that in each year there were 
acts done by a John Smith, he would have to examine 100 transcript books — 
Just so. 

1040. But the addition of one of the denominations of land will assist him so 
far, that if he knows the denomination of lands which is affected by the act of 
John Smith, he will only be obliged to refer to that John Smith which is mentioned 
in that denomination of lands that is affected by John Smith’s acts ? — In most cases 
that convenience will be effected by inserting the denomination of lauds. 

1041. You have produced to the Committee copies of the parties’ names index, 
as at present kept, and also the consolidated three years’ index of parties’ names ; 
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George Moore, Esq. that Consolidated index appears to be a mere transcript of the entries for each year ; 

will not the necessity for a perfect consolidation under the new Bill, into indexes 

J4 June 1832. of five years, that is to say, a consolidation into one perfect and alphabetical index 
of all the entries of the previous five years, be a matter of considerable difficulty and 
responsibility to the registrar? — It will, unquestionably; and, as I have already 
stated, a matter that during its progress, will require considerable attention and 
care. 

1042. Subsequently under the new Bill, all the entries of two periods of five 
years will have to be made up into one perfect alphabetical consolidated index, 
will that also increase the duties of the office much ? — It also will. 

1043. Is there any particular period at present in which it is necessary that the 
parties’ names indexes should be completed ? — There is not. 

1044. By the new Bill, it is required that all entries shall be completed in the 
parties’ names index before the time of opening the office for business on the 
morning next but one after the day in which such memorial shall have been deli- 
vered into the office for registry j will that increase the responsibility of the 
registrar in keeping those books ? — Of course it will make his responsibility more 
binding ; but I would beg to recommend that the word two be substituted for the 
word one there. 

1045. Why do you make that suggestion? — Because the day-book of one day 
cannot be made up until the next, and until the day-book is made up, the parties* 
names index is not begun to be entered into from that day ; therefore two days at 
least must be allowed before the parties’ names index will be completed. 

1046. From what document in the office are the parties’ names indexes made 
up? — From the day-book. 

1047. And not from the memorial itself? — Not from the original memorial. 

1048. Will the precision of the day to which the index is made up be produc- 
tive of convenience to the public ? — It certainly will, because it will bring down the 
power of search in all cases to the latest possible period. 

1049. So ® person making a search will have only to examine two days in 
the day-book, should he not find the name for which he searches in the index ? — 
Just so. 

1050. In the copy of the names’ index which you have now produced, what do 
the first series of figures refer to ? — The book in which the transcript is made j the 
second, the page in that book ; and the third, the number of the memorial. 

1051. Then there is no reference in the day-book at present to the page and 
volume of the abstract book in which a memorial shall be found ? — There is not. 

10,52. By the Bill, one set of figures will show the volume and page, not only 
of the abstract book, but the volume and page of the abstract book or the file, and 
number of the memorial ; will that be a more convenient arrangement for the 
public, so that if a person wishes to see the transcript book he can at once refer to. 
it, or the abstract book, he can at once refer to that, as he may have occasion ? — 
I think it will be more convenient, not merely for that reason, but inasmuch as the- 
party will by the new mode of enumeration prescribed by the Bill, see at once the- 
year in which the memorial is registered. 

1 053. For what period is the present names’ index kept ? — For yearly periods. 

1 054. In the consolidated index, is there any column or memorandum, by which 
a party finding a deed shall know by the entries the year in which that deed- 
shall have been registered? — There is not. 

1055 - ^ut by the new arrangement he will at all times, whether entered in the. 
decennial books or in the annual, be able to ascertain the entry ? — He will. 
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George Moore, Esq. again called in ; and further Examined. 

1056. WILL you proceed with your evidence? — The next increase of duty 
appears in page 10, in the clause providing for the lands’ indexes, and also in the 
subsequent clause. The clause providing for the lands’ indexes does not make 
any difference in their form from that already provided by the 9 Geo. 4 j but 
it directs, that in addition to the indexes prescribed by that Act, there shall be 
quinquennial and decennial consolidations of these indexes ; and by a subsequent 
clause, it provides that there shall be duplicates of them all prepared and kept in 
the office. Now, when it is considered that those indexes are so numerous as 1 have 
stated them to be, I think upwards of 560 different indexes of lands, as provided 
by the 9 Geo. 4, (which directs that there shall be an index kept for every barony 
in every county, and for every parish in every city and town having more parishes 
than one,) it will be seen what a very extensive increase of duty these provisions 
impose. I have to observe, that in this clause there is also a requisition which very 
much increases the responsibility of the officer, and which I shall suggest some alter- 
ation of in point of extent : the clause I refer to, directs that all entries in the 
lands’ indexes shall be made and completed before the time of opening the office on 
the morning of the seventh day after the day on which the respective memorials 
shall be delivered into the office for registration. 

10,57. What is your objection to that? — I apprehend that cases may arise in 
which that would be utterly impracticable. I have already apprised the Committee, 
in my former evidence, that there are some memorials registered in the office, of 
which I have produced a certain number as an example, containing such a great 
number and such a variety of denominations of land, that if any given number of 
those happened to be produced for registry on the same day, it would be utterly im- 
practicable to get through the various stages of their progress through the lands’ 
indexes within the time proposed to be prescribed, or any thing like it. 

1058. Does such occuiTence frequently happen ? — No; only occasionally. 

1059. If the restriction of time be desirable, would it be right, ou account of the 
occasional occurrence of a circumstance of that kind, to do away with an otherwise 
useful clause ?— If you can make provision for a particular case when it arises, there 
can be no objection to retaining the provision as to others ; but when you impose 
a duty on an officer so strictly imperative as this is proposed to be, you should be 
quite certain that the officer can in every case do that duty. Now, the seven memo- 
rials to which I have already referred the Committee are of that description, that if 
they happened to come into the office on the same day, it would take 32 days, 
according to a calculation which I have had made, for the completion of all the 
denominations of lands in those memorials in the lands’ books ; and of course the 
next subsequent memorial delivered for registry could not be entered in the lands* 
indexes for 32 days after such delivery. 

1060. Those memorials to which you refer, refer to lands in different counties, 
therefore different books would be necessary for the indexes, and the clerks would 
not be all employed at the same books ? — Some refer to lands in different counties, 
and some refer to lands in the same county ; but the entries are made into the lands’ 
indexes from the abstract book, and that, in the case I have put, could only be used 
by one clerk at a time. 

1061. From what documents are the lands’ indexes made out? — From the ab- 
stract book. 

1062. Might not, in such a case as you have stated, the memorial also be used, 
and thereby a greater number of clerks be able to work at the same time? — That 
would derange the order of the entries in the lands’ indexes; because if you put 
a clerk to an original memorial, which is likely to cause considerable delay in the 
completion of the index, leaving the regular clerk to follow up subsequent entries 
expeditiously, you will have the subsequent entries appearing in the indexes before 
that particular one ; and besides, it has been found in practice highly inexpedient, for 
many reasons, to enter in the lands’ indexes from the original memorials. 

1063. Can you suggest to the Committee any mode by which the inconveniences 
you have suggested could be avoided, and yet some degree of certainty be given to 

592. L the 
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the public as to the periods for which those books are made out?— I have turned 
the matter very frequently in ray mind, and without being able at this time to sug- 
gest the detailed wording of a provision. I think it might be obviated by some- 
thing of this nature, by providing for an extension of the prescribed limit, in cases 
where the entries to be made in the lands’ inde.\es exceed a certain specified 
number. 

1064. How would that give certainty to the public as to the period for which the 
books were made up ? — ^It would not ; but a mode might be suggested by which the 
public may be apprised of the period to which the lands’ indexes are brought up in 
case of any interruption arising in the usual progress of entries ; such, for instance, 
as directing that the registrar shall in such event give public notice in the office 
from time to time, as to the periods to which those indexes are respectively 
brought up. 

1065. For what periods did you state that the present lands’ index will be 
kept, or will the period be regulated by the capacity of the volume to contain the 
entries r— Supposing the present land indexes to be continued on the same prin- 
ciple, it will of course be regulated by the practicable contents of each volume. 

1066. The entries cannot then be alphabetical ?— They are not made in diction- 
ary order, they are made in simple alphabetical order. 

1067. In the formation of the quinquennial indexes, you will have to place each 
denomination in strictly alphabetical order, under the Bill ?— So this Bill provides. 

1068. Will that cause much additional duty in the making out of such indexes? 
—-It must of course, because it will require very considerable care and attention in 
bringing together, under their respective classes, all denominations of lands either 
of the same name or the same number of initial letters. 

1069. Would it be productive of public convenience, if instead of dividing the 
county decennial books into baronies, all the entries of all denominations should 
be brought into one alphabetical index, with a separate column for the barony to 
which they belong ?— That would very much simplify this branch of the business 
of the office, if that provision was made not only with the decennial but of other 
indexes ; and I think the benefit to be produced by that would be greater than the 
benefit to be produced by preserving the present baronial and parochial subdivi- 
sions of those indexes. 

1070. To what period are the present lands’ indexes perfect? — To diflTerent 

periods ; some of them are brought down almost to the present day, others to dif- 
ferent periods in the year 1831, or to December 1830 \ but very few, however, are 
so much in arrear as December 1830. * 

1071. Do any remain imperfect as far back as the year 1828? No. 

1072. What is the most distant period to which any remain imperfect? VVith 

the exception of a few (which are brought down no further than December 1830) 
they are brought down to some period in the year 1831, and several to the 
year 1832. 

1073. Have you seen a petition that has been presented to this House by the 
Law Society of Cork r — I have seen it, but I do not immediately recollect all its 
contents. 

1074. To what period would you now give a negative search, and since what 
period would you refuse it? — We should give a negative search where the names 
are given to be searched after, down nearly to the current day. 

1075. But if lands were given to you? — If lands only were given to us, then we 

only give a negative search down to the period to which the lands’ indexes are 
made up and checked in the particular county or barony in which they are 
situated. ^ 

1076. The petition of the Law Society was signed by 80 attornies practising in 
the south of Ireland ; and they have stated that the ” petitioners further beg leave 
to state, that the Act of 9 Geo. 4. does not expressly impose it as a duty upon the 
registrar to have memorials fully transcribed into books, as was the case previous to 
the enactment, and the books ot lands are not brought down to a later period than 
the year 1828, by reason whereof the registrar has refused to give many of the pe- 
titioners negative searches as against the lands to a later period than 1828 
cannot tell when that petition was dated, but if it has been recently dated, and is 
meant to refer to the state of the lands indexes at the time of its date, the statement 
IS quite erroneous. 

1077. The letter which accompanied that petition was dated the 8th of March 
1832, and from the contents of the letter, it would appear that the resolution, by 

which 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




ON REGISTRY OF DEEDS (IRELAND) BILL. 83 

which it appears that this petition was agreed to, was passed at a meeting of the Geo. Moore, Esq. 

Society on the 18th of January 1832 ; therefore it must have been signed subse- 

quently to that date ? — I am quite satisfied that at that date the lands’ indexes were ^5 June 183a. 
brought down far below the year 1828. 

1078. Then it is your opinion that you could not refuse a negative certificate on 
lands prior to the 1st of January 1831? — It is, except with respect to those few 
which I have stated are brought down no farther than December 1830. 

1079. There are counties then still in which you could not give a negative certi- 
ficate up much subsequent to the 1st of January 1831 r — There are some. 

1080. Therefore if the purchaser wanted to ascertain, and to get a negative 
certificate from you as to acts that had been done up to the present period affecting 
lands in particular counties, you would not give him a certificate that no acts had 
been done, or as the ease might be, since that period ? — Since the period to which 
the particular index had been brought up, if the search was to be confined 
to lands. 

1081. What would be the course which the purchaser would have to take, being 
left in uncertainty as to acts done to affect the property he is to purchase, for one 
year? — I must observe, that in the case of searches made for the security of pur- 
chasers, it is uniformly the practice to give names to be searched after, as well as 
lands. In making searches for the purpose of ascertaining parties for equity suits or 
ejectment suits, the case is frequently otherwise. 

1082. Then in the present state of the office, might not an ejectment be de- 
feated owing to the circumstance of your lands’ indexes not being made perfect 
up to the present period 1 — Whenever the party requires a strict search to be 
made up to the present day, it is in his power to do so by looking through the 
abstract book. 

1083. Will the officer, if a negative certificate be required up to the present 
period as to lands, in the case of an ejectment suit, feel himself bound to take that 
trouble of looking through the abstract books r — No. 

1084. According to your notion, thei'e is a possibility of the officer giving a ne- 
gative search, if he pleases to take a certain degree of trouble, even though the lands’ 
index may not be made up to the particular day ? — I do not think that case is pro- 
vided for : the office does not consider itself bound to search in the abstract books 
or in any other books than the indexes. 

1085. Though the officer does not consider himself bound to give a negative 
search in that case, yet is it not possible, according to your own statement ? — It is 
possible for the officer to direct that to be done in the office, but there is no pro- 
vision made for that particular course. 

1086. Then why is it that the course of the office is not to give a negative 
certificate w-henever it is possible that such a certificate could be given : — The 
9 Geo. 4. prescribes' the mode in which fees are to be taken for searches, and there 
is no mode by which any charge could be made or regulated for continuing a search 
in that way. 

1087- Jhen the objection to giving a negative search under those circumstances 
is the want of a paiticular mode of ascertaining the payment for the trouble ? — The 
9 Geo. 4. is deficient in that respect. 

1 688. When a party is bringing an ejectment, does not his attorney, if not gene- 
rally, at least frequently, to avoid the expense of requiring searches, search himself 
in the lands’ indexes? — I think that very probable. 

1089. Such search then cannot be completed to the present time since the periods 
you have stated ? — No, not in the lands’ indexes. 

1090. What length of time do you suppose it would take a person to look 
through every abstract from the period in which the lands’ indexes are deficient ? — 

It is very difficult to answer that question ; in some cases, I dare say it would take 
several days. The circumstance of the lands’ indexes not being brought down to 
a later period than they are, is one that has certainly given rise to much public 
inconvenience. 

1091. Will you state the cause why the lands’ indexes have not been brought 
down to a later period ? — Independently of the fact, that those indexes were habit- 
ually, and I may say almost necessarily, in arrear for a considerble time, the 
present state of arrear is owing entirely to the provision of the 9 Geo. 4, 
which directed the formation of a new set of indexes, baronial and parochial, accord- 
ing to the divisions I have before stated. The consequence of that was this, that 
it was impossible even to commence the indexes of any county, or of any city 
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Geo. Moore, Ksq. or large town, without having previously ascertained, and ascertained upon the best 

authority, the number and the name of every barony in such county, and the 

15 June 1839. number and the name of every parish in such city or town. For the purpose of 
getting this information, which was very extensive in its range, shortly after the 
passing of this Act, I had circular letters %vritten to all the clerks of the peace of 
counties, and all the town clerks of the towns. This was attended with very con- 
siderable delay, and the office had to wait the convenience and the contingency of 
answers to be received for all those before any commencement could be made, even 
of compiling and putting together the parchment, and making the necessary divisions 
for completing those entries. In fact, it was found extremely difficult to get any 
answer from the clerks of the peace or from the public officers at all ; and after wait- 
ing a considerable time, having received very few, it then became necessary for the 
office to avail itself of all the sources of information that might accidentally come 
across it, and accordingly I directed that every inquiry should be made from pro- 
fessional gentlemen acquainted with all the different parts of Ireland, for the purpose 
of getting the best information upon the subject, and a very considerable period did 
elapse before any full and satisfactory information could be obtained. I have myself 
been obliged to write repeatedly to several county treasurers for the purpose of get- 
ting information from them, and in this way, after using every exertion, and after 
the delay of a great length of time, we have almost, but not yet finally, succeeded. 
When I say not yet, I mean that there are some of the corporation towns, of which 
we have not got distinct information as to the parishes, and although the entries are 
regularly made in the indexes of those, still they are made not parochially but 
generally ; and I must beg leave to state, that my anxiety to get this information 
has from its commencement been unceasing, and 1 have felt most severely the 
want of it. 

1092. With respect to the new indexes that are prescribed by this Act, is it your 
opinion that they will add very much to the difficulty or delay of getting those 
negative searches which you speak of; will they tend to increase the delay of the 
public in getting those negative searches ? — I think not, certainly ; on the contrary, 
they will facilitate them. I have every expectation, that from the state in which 
these new lands’ indexes now are, we shall be able so far to conquer the arrears as 
to have them then brought up to a very short period previous to that day. 

1093. Will you proceed with such other parts of the Bill as you think impose 
new duties or responsibility upon you ? — The next part of the Bill that appears to 
increase the responsibility of the registrar is in page 13; the first clause in that 
page makes the registrar personally liable to damages and full costs to a party ag- 
grieved or injured by any fraud, collusion or neglect in making such searcli and 
certificate. The Act of Geo. 1, which gives the negative certificate, makes the re- 
gistrar liable in damages and full costs to the party. aggrieved in case of fraud, 
collusion, and wilful neglect only. 

1 094. Do not you think that if the officer, through neglect, had given a false cer- 
tificate previous to the enactment which you advert to, he would be liable for an 
action ? — He would be considered so at common law. 

1 095. Has it been the opinion of the profession that they were sufficiently guarded 
by the words “ wilful neglect ?” — I have heard that it has not. 

1 096. Are you aware of its having been suggested by the Law Society, that this 
word should be altered from “ wilful neglect,” to neglect, as imposing a greater 
responsibility on the registrar r — I have heard that it has. 

1097. Have you seen any legal opinion upon the point of the responsibility of 
the officer at common law? — No. 

With respect also to the provisions relative to negative certificates, there is a change 
made producing an alteration in the duty of the officer, which will require more 
care and attention than the duty prescribed relative to negative certificates by the 
Act of Geo. 1. 

1098. In what respect ? — In the first place, by the Act of Geo. 1, the duty 
pointed out with respect to the memorials to be returned, after the completion of the 
search, was a very simple one, so far as that the registrar was bound to return only 
generally such memorials as appeared to affect either the persons or the lands searched 
after. The proposed Bill requires, that the registrar shall, in his negative search, 
give certain exceptions whenever those exceptions are desired by the party applying. 
In the next place, the negative certificate prescribed by the Act of Geo. 1, directs 
simply that copies of memorials shall be given in the search. This Bill provides, that 
if the parties desire it, abstracts and not copies shall be given, and those abstracts con- 
taining 
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taining all the particulars prescribed for the entries in the abstract books : besides, Geo. Moore, Esq. 
the abstracts to be given in all searches are considerably enlarged by this Bill. 

In the same page 1 3, the clause providing for a summary mode of hearing com- *5 June 1832. 
plaints against the officers, increases the jurisdiction of judges and courts, and the 
responsibility of the officers beyond a corresponding provision in the 9 Geo. 4, by 
empowering the judges to award fines or compensation to complainants, according as 
the case may be, in case of any well-founded complaint against the officer. 

• In page 14, there appears an important increase of duty imposed upon the regis- 
trar, by requiring that the memorials shall be compared with the deed in several 
particulars, the comparisou of which is not now required by law. 

1099. in what respects will this be throwing additional responsibility upon the 
registrar? — The Act of Anne requires only a correspondence between the deed and 
memorial, in respect of date, parties’ names and lands. This Bill requires a corres- 
pondence not merely in those particulars between the deed and the memorial, but 
also in all the particulars which are directed to be entered in the abstract book, 
namely, in the name of the instrument, the descriptions of the grantors and grantees, 
the consideration, the term, the rent and the renewal fines ; and also the description 
of the nature of the interest created. 

1 1 00. Does not that merely direct you to state that which shall have been already 
stated in the memorial ? — It is not necessary that those particulars to which I have 
just referred should now be stated in the memorial. 

1101. Would it be necessary subsequently to the passing of this Bill, that these 
particulars should be stated in the memorial?— No ; but there are several memo- 
rials that do state them all, and wherever they are stated the officer will be bound 
to see that the statement of those particulars in the memorial corresponds with the 
deed. 

1102. Then this will require greater attention on the part of the registrar? — Of 
course, and it will increase his responsibility in case of error or omission. 

1 1 03. Should a memorial be found incorrect in any respects at present, is regis- 
tration proceeded with ? — Unless where there is a manifest variance between the 
memorial and the deed in the three particulars I have mentioned, date, parties’ 
names and lands, no memorial is refused to be received and registered. 

1104. Then should a memorial be a correct memorial of the deed in the three 
particulars of names, lands and date, it may be an incorrect statement of eveiy other 
particular contained in the deed, but still it is registered ? — Still it is registered ; 
the officer does not inquire beyond those particulai-s. If the witness who makes 
the affidavit chooses to swear that to be the memorial of a deed which is not the 
memorial of a deed, the officer is not bound to inquire whether he has sworn cor- 
rectly or not. 

110,5. W’ill that be prevented by the proposed Bill?— In all these additional 
particulars it certainly will. 

1106. Will you have the goodness to proceed with your evidence? — The last 
and the most important increase of duty prescribed by this Bill, is that which pro- 
vides for the preservation of abstract books of all the memorials that have been 
registered from the establishment of the registrar’s office to the present day, and 
which provides for the re-construction of all the indexes both of parties names and 
of lands. The extent of care and attention which this will require, and of the 
responsibility incident to it, cannot easily .be appreciated ; but the Committee will 
see that the duty thrown upon the registrar is one which comprises the re-execution 
of the duties of upwards of 120 years back in those particular departments. 

1 1 07. You have already stated that the registrar is not considered responsible for 
errors in a certificate which may have proceeded from incorrectness of . indexes 
which were made previous to his being appointed registrar ; will the proposed Bill 
when carried into execution, and when tlie new index and abstract books shall 
have been perfected, make him strictly responsible for every certificate that shall be 
given ? — Certainly, so far as the reconstructiou of the indexes shall have proceeded 
in his time. 

1108. By the proposed Bill it is made imperative on the registrar to grant what 
are called head-clerk’s searches when required ; was the granting of such searches 
customary previous to the passing of the 9 Geo. 4 ? — Previous to the passing of the 
9 Geo. 4, it was. 

1109. Was the granting of such searches a part of official business, or was it 
at the option of the registrar either to grant them or to refuse them, as he should 
think proper?— It was always considered extra official. 

j 9 >. L 3 u 10. And 
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HOI. And that he was not considered responsible in any degree for their rnr. 
rectness ?— Just so. -^ => 

1 1 11. Will it be imperative on him, should the proposed Bill pass into a law to 

grant head-clerk searches?— It is so provided by the Bill. ’ 

Matthew Barrington, Esq. called in; and Examined. 

1112. ARE you Crown Commissioner for Munster ?— I am for Munster circuit. 
IU3. Are you a member of the Law Society in Dublin?— Yes: and of the Law 

Club. 

1114. Have you read the Bill which is now before the House of Commons for 
the regulation of the office for the registration of deeds and instruments in Ireland ? 
— I have. 

1115. Has that Bill been brought under the consideration of the Law Society' 

It has. ^ ■ 

iiiO. Have you any suggestions to offer on their behalf respecting it?— Very few. 
In page 3 of the Bill, with respect to the keeping of the registry book, I would sug- 
gest that it should be kept by the registrar or the assistant registrar ; and in page 4, 
1 think that the payment of all fees in the office should be made to the registrar or 
the assistant registrar only ; in page 6, I think it would be of very great importance 
that in memorials of settlements the memorial should state whether the settler was 
tenant for life or not, to state the first life estate in the memorial. 

think that is the wish of the profession generally ? — Certainly; 
and of the public too. ^ r i r 

1118. And would be very advantageous to the public? — Yes. 

1 119. Do you conceive that any definite form could be arranged in which all 
memorials could be drawn out ?— 1 conceive it impossible to make a printed form of 
memorial for deeds, as there is for the assignments of judgments. In the assio-nment 
ot a judgment there is but one simple matter to be stated, the date and amount of 
the judgment sum due thereon, and parties to it ; in a deed there are the various 
recitals and the different kinds of deed, and you could never have a general form of 
memorial, It is impossible. In page 1 7, I would suggest that at the end of every 
year after the whole expenses of the office were paid, it should be compulsory upon 
the J reasury to reduce the fees of the office in proportion to the surplus profits 
arising from the office. 

1 1 20. Do you mean that it should be compulsory at the end of every 

y^r, or at the end of an aversige period of years ?— At the end of certain periods, 
the whole expenses of the office having been paid, and also the expenses of 
the contemplated indexes, that then the fees should be reduced in proportion 
to the surplus, so that the profit of the office should never be made a source of 
revenue for the benefit of the public, but that it should merely meet its own ex- 
penses, and the surplus go to reduce the fees. In schedule B, I think that the char.^e 
for the name of every grantor beyond the first grantor should not exceed a penny ■ 
the charge of 3 £?. would add very much to the expense where there are trustees 
and other parties m the memorial ; and the same observation applies to the next for 
every special certificate of registry. Then I think that the expense of searches is’ too 
much; a common search made by an officer for names not exceeding 10 years 
25 . brf., and every additional 10 years and then upon lands the like fees 

Jor each denomination, such separate denomination of land commencing with the 
ditierent letters ; I think that would amount in some instances to a very laro-e 
sum. ^ » 

1 121. What would you suggest on the part of the Law Society on that point? 

1 would suggest that a common search, either against name or lands, or both, not 

exceeding 10 years, should be 105. ; and for every additional year after, i s. 

1122. lhat should include every denomination of lands, or any number of 

grantors that might be in the common search? Yes. 

1 123. Do not you think that all fees paid for searches iu the office should be 
calculated according to the trouble that they would produce, or the time occupied 
m prosecuting the search that they would require ?— Certainly I do. 

1 1 24. Then ivould it be equitable that a search upon one name for 1 o years 
against one denomination, should pay as much as a search which may be against 
some 50 or 60 denominations, each of which will have to be searched through 
a number of indexes and a number of grants ’—Certainly it would not; and the 
only reason why I suggest the 10 s, search is, that I do not see any other mode 

of 
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of having a common search for that period at a reasonable charge. I know 
that in many instances it will be too much; but in other instances, the charge 
of 2s. 6 d. on name, and same on land, will be enormous, and will amount to a very 
large sum. 

1125. Are you aware, when the common searches were formerly in existence, 
whether the amount charged for a common search was then much complained of? — 
No, it was not; but then it was not upon denomination or upon names ; it was 
a common search. 

1 i26. If on comparison of searches to be charged by the present Bill, and as 
charged under the former system, when head-clerk searches were in existence, it be 
found that the difterence of charge is not greater, but is rather less in common 
searches where there are few denominations than it would have been, then would 
your objection to the present mode of charge still hold good? — If I found that it 
was not less than the old searches, it would not, certainly. 

1 127. In the search now produced as against the lands of Ban Forest, this search 
cost 8/. 3^. 6rf. ; you will find there that there are only two denominations of lands 
to be searched after. By the Bill proposed, this search would now have only to pay 
61 . ii.y. 6 d.y by the Law Society’s amended schedule, it would have cost 
5/. i8s. 6 d. The second search produced to you is against the lands of Grant} 
its actual cost was 3/. i8^. 3d; by the Bill, this search would have cost 2/. 19^., 
by the Law Society’s schedule it would have cost 3/. 10s. These instances will 
exemplify the diflPerence between the new schedule and that of the Law Society : 
two indexes have to be searched for ; that is double office trouble by the two 
indexes in the first ; and there the charges of the Bill by the first are higher than 
the charges of the Law Society: in the second search, one index alone would have 
to be examined, as containing only one denomination of land, but their fees are 
higher than those of the Bill, and under that the duty would be double : does not 
that appear to proceed upon a fairer principle than that of the Law Society ? — I 
think the principle is certainly fairer ; at the same time I think that when you con- 
sider the number of denominations of lands in Ireland, the proposed charge will come 
to a very large sum in all searches, 

1 128. If you should adopt any other pinciple of search than in proportion to 
■office trouble, will you not be making the searches in which the poorer classes are 
engaged, which generally have much fewer denominations than those in which the 
wealthier are engaged, pay for the latter? — You will. I think for the expenses of 
a clerk travelling to and from all places at which his attendance shall be required 
with a memorial, 15. a mile would be too much; for instance, Cork is 160 English 
miles, the travelling allowance for that would be %L, and returning 8/. more ; while 
the mail coach expense of both would be four guineas. Now, 1 should think 8 d. 
a mile would be a very fair allowance for travelling, and then let him have his pay- 
ment by day for his expenses. I do not think 13s. 4c?. a day is too much for his 
day’s expenses; and I would allow the clerk, from the day he leaves Dublin to the 
day he returns, 13^. Ofd. a day. I think that 6r. %d. would be ample for attend- 
ing in Dublin with a memorial. 

1129. Do you recommend that this charge for travelling expenses should be 
made a part of official revenue, and made with each clerk who was sent, or that it 
should be given to the clerk himself? — I think it is little enough for any clerk to 
receive who goes into an assizes town, and I contemplate the payment of that sum 
bona fide to the clerk, and not the payment to an office, giving perhaps less to the 
clerk than that sum. 

1130. You would not allow the office to make a bargain with the clerk to give 
him a less sum than that? — Certainly not ; because I think that the care of a me- 
morial should not be entrusted to a man who would be driven to live in an inferior 
place in an assizes town. 

1131. Was not there a great increase of fees against the public by the mode of 
charge and the system of fees established by the 9 Geo. 4? — Dreadful; most 
frightful in some instances, 

1132. Can you give any instance of an increase of fees by this Bill? — In the 
case of a common search, to bring an ejectment against a person of the name of 
Flynn, I do not recollect what the amount w’as, but it was something exceeding 
40 /. I think it increased from the old charge at least six times the amount in that 
particular. 

1 * 33 - What is your opinion of the general responsibility and duties of the office 
of registrar of deeds in Ireland ? — I think it is analogous to the offices of the pro- 
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thonotavies of the law courts ; that there is a general control and inspection over 
the office, and a responsibility for the due execution of the duty of every person 

1 1 34. Is the registrar bound to attend ? — I think the registrar ought to be bound 
to attend. 

n 3,5. Is it an office of very great importance r — I think it is one of the greatest 
importance to the property of the country. 

u 36. Is it one of so much importance, that you conceive that the head of the 

office should be at all times either present or of easy access by the public ? Most 

certainly I do ; because, if there is anything wrong in the office, or any delay, 
T consider that it is necessary that the registrar should be continually in his office* 
to be referred to, as much as either of the prothonotaries of the law courts should 
be in theirs. 

1 1 37. Are you^ aware of the power that was given to the registrar of ab.sentino* 

himself by the IVeasury Minute which appointed him? — I am not aware of the 
Treasury Minute, but I know that there is a power of absence inferred by the 
9 Geo. 4, which states, that either the registrar or his deputy shall attend • so 
the registrar need never attend if he pleased it, which 1 consider was almost 
making a sinecure of the office. . 

1 138. But under the 9 Geo. 4, the Treasury had the power of making regu- 
lations, which regulations were embodied in a Minute in the year i830,*’giving 
a power to the registrar of absenting himself for 30 days without leave ; is 
sate that such a power should be entrusted to the head of so responsible an office? 

Certainly not. The officer is perfectly useless, if he has a power of continually 
absenting himself ^ 

1139. Have you read that clause in the Bill which regulates his attendance in 
the office, which is in these words : “ Tliat the direction, management and super- 
intendence of all departments in the office shall devolve, as his duty, upon the 
regi^strar;” and which subsequently goes on to require “that the registrar shall 
perform the duties of his office in person do you think that those words, in con- 
nection with the power which every individual has of making a summary complaint 
to a judge, are sufficient to guard the public against the non-attendance of the 
registrar ’—Inferentially they may be ; but still there could be no objection in 
stating, in order to prevent any misconstruction of the clause, that the ret^istrar 
should give reasonable attendance during the hours in which the office is open. 

H40. Do you mean that it is necessary for an office of this kind that the registrar 

should never, under penalty, be out of the office during those hours? No, I do 

not mean that ; I mean that the registrar should give his attendance as efficiently 
and as much as the prothonotaries of the courts do now ; that he should be respon- 
sible, and always accessible at the office, except in illness ; I should say that if the 
registrar was there, so that he would be always accessible to a complaint, though he 
might be out at one hour and in the next, and his deputies were always in the office 
as they must be, that would be quite sufficient. * 

1141. Do you think that having rescinded the Treasury Minute granting 
Mr. Moore a power of absenting himself from the office for the period stated, 
and making him responsible to the public for executing the duties of his office in 
person daily, this Bill will materially interfere with Mr. Moore’s power of following 
his profession as a barrister?— I certainly think it will not only interfere, but destroy 
his. profession altogether j he cannot attend to his profession at all if he is bound to 
attend the office daily. 

1142. Do you think that the Bill as it stands sufficiently guards the public 
against the absence of the registrar ?— I think it leaves the public to a complaint to 
a judge, which will never be followed up ; I cannot contemplate the probability of 
a complaint being followed up against Mr. Moore or the registrar, whoever he may 
be, under such a provision j there is no instance of applying to a court under such 
circumstances. 

1143. Do you think that that clause might be more distinctly worded for the 
purpose of enforcing a regular attendance ?— Certainly ; by adding to it that he 
shall attend personally from day to day; 1 would not fix any precise hour for his 
attendance, but that he should give reasonable attendance. 

1 144. Would not that be less binding on Mr. Moore, than supposino" him at 
all times to be present?— The responsibility is that the business of the office shall 
be properly done, and therefore, present or absent, he is onlv responsible that the 
business is properly done. 

n/y. What 
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1145. What should you, from your knowledge of the salaries of other similar M.Barringiott,'Esq. 

situations, state as the salary which should be given to this officer under the pro- — — 

posed Bill ? — I think the salary ought to be at the least as much as the salaries of ^5 ^^32- 

the prothonotaries of the law courts ; I think the situation somewhat analogous ; 

they are responsible for the business in their offices, and he is responsible for the 
business in his office ; though his responsibility is, I think, much greater, and he 
gives security. 

1146. Have you not heard it complained of that the prothonotaries are paid too 
large salaries? — I have certainly ; but I do not think that the salaries are too large 
for the offices, considering the station which a prothonotary ought to hold, and the 
office over which he presides. 

1 147. If you oblige Mr. Moore to attend the office daily, in such a manner as 
to prevent him from practising in his profession, do you not consider him entitled 
to a compensation for that loss? — Considering that Mr. Moore now has t,20oL 
a year, with an unlimited leave of absence, if he were bound to daily attendance, 
by which his profession would be destroyed, I do not think that 2,000 /. a year 
would be compensation for him. I consider that 1,500/. is the lowest salary, con- 
sidering all the responsibility, for the head registrar of that office ; at the same 
time I think 2,000/. a year would not be compensation to Mr. Moore under the 
circumstances proposed by this Bill. 

1148. The taxing officers are obliged to attend from ten to four o’clock every 
day, are they not ? — I do not know. 

1 149. They are not allowed to practise in their professions? — No. 

1150. Were they barristers? — Yes. 

n 5 > . Do not they receive i ,200/. a year ? — I believe that is their salary. 

1 152. But is there not this distinction to be taken between the taxing officers 
and the registrar, that the taxing officers had no vested right to any specific sum at 
the time that their salary was regulated? — Yes ; comparing the taxing officers with 
the present registrar, they have not a certain salary without attendance as he now 
has ; they are not responsible for the business of their office, neither do they give 
any security, which I think is quite equal to the difference. 

1 153. Is not the taxing officer engaged in actual labour during the whole period 
of his attendance? — He is, and I presume the registrar will also ; but the taxing 
officer merely gives his own personal labour : I consider the registrar gives his per- 
sonal labour, security for the due performance of the duties in his office, and 
responsibility for the different clerks and assistant clerks that are under him, and 
liability for the consequences of their mistakes. 

1 1 54. Is not the responsibility of the taxing officer continuous for a certain time 
in the day ? — Their constant attendance. 

1155. Do you contemplate that the personal labour of the registrar should be 
continuous to the same extent, or in the same degree ? — No, I do not, because it 
is a different kind of labour, but I think the responsibility is of more consequence 
than the labour. The taxing officer is obliged only to decide according to his 
judgment upon every bill he is taxing ; the registrar is responsible that the business 
of his office is done by those under him, and of course must have more anxiety 
than for that which he does himself. I consider it a harder case upon the registrar. 

I would much rather do the business of a taxing officer, with all its personal labour, 
at 1,200/. a year, than of the registrar at 1,500/. a year, with all its responsibility 
and without personal labour ; and as to the salaries of the assistant registrars, I do 
not see that there ought to be any difference between them. 

1156. Do you think that, should the proposed Bill be carried into effect, which 
takes away from the registrar the power of absenting himself from the office, and 
which imposes the increased duties and increased responsibility of the office, 

1,300 /. per annum for the registrar, which is proposed, would be too great an equi- 
valent? — No, certainly not ; he has now 1,200/. without attendance, and 100/. is 
no compensation for constant attendance. 



592. 
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Mercurii, 20" die Jmlii, 1832. 

Matthew Harrington^ Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

foraier evidence you stated a particular sum which you conceived 
wrald be sufficient remuneration for the office of registrar; was that answer given in 
reference to the time which would be occupied by a person sufficiently qualified, or 
in reference to the responsibility of the office, or to both?— I stated that I consi- 
dered that 1,5001. a year was the least salary that could be given to the registrar 
considering his office as analogous to that of the prothonotaries, and that he gave 
security, which they did not. ® 

1 158. Do you conceive that the responsibility of the registrar of deeds is greater 
or equal to that of the prothonotaries ?— If I could imagine that the registrar would 
have actions brought against him for every mistake, I could not take upon me to 
ejimate his salary at all : there is scarcely any salary at which I would take the 
office, if I could suppose that actions would be brought for mistakes j but if he only 
IS to be liable for wilful neglect, I conceive that the salary should be at least as 
much as the prothonotary. 

1159. Under the Bill he will be liable for any neglect, not only of himself or of 
his clerks and assistant registrars, but for neglect generally, and not merely for wilful 
neglect?— Being so responsible, and liable to actions for any omission, 1 could not 
take upon me to estimate what the salary should be. If a man is responsible for 
20 persons under him, and has to give security for the consequences of their neglect 
and has property to answer damages which may be given against him, I conceive 
the salary cannot be estimated. 

1160. But when that liability does exist, do not you conceive that under those 
circumstances the office of registrar is a more responsible office than that of the 
prothonotaries r — I do certainly consider so. 

1161. The words of the Act would be, “ by any fraud, collusion, or neglect in 

making such search or certificate;” the words under the old Act were ‘‘wilful 
neglect; do you conceive that the omission of the words “wilful nedect” 
increases the responsibility of the registrar ?-If an accidental error or omission in 
the common search be considered as a neglect, I do not see what salary should be 
given to the office. ^ 

stated that if he were liable to actions for every omission, you 
could not estimate the responsibility of the office, that it may be so great ; will he 
not be liable, should the Bill be passed into a law, to a more summary mode of com- 
plaint than that by action, that of having complaints lodged against him before 
a judge, and haying to give compensation summarily on the complaint being heard ? 
—I would consider that mode of recompense as of less consequence to the officer 
than the liability to actions and damages, where, though the jury would consider 
the negect or omission of very trifling consideration, and give a farthing damages 
it would carry all the costs; and therefore, although the party has a ^medv bv 
complaint the registrar is liable to an action of damages, and if the damages are 
but a farthing, he is liable to loo/. or 150/. costs, or he is liable to the summary 
complaint ; but I do not think the court would allow both. ^ 

1163. But the responsibility of the registrar will not merely be confined to the 
pving Marches, he wi 1 also be responsible for the accuracy of all the indexes 
to which the pubhc will have free access; does not that increase the responsibility 

cLsiL"Sr" “ do4 

1164 Do you conceive that this Bill will very materially increase the actual 
duties of the registrar, as well as the responsibility ?— Certainly it wiU ; it imposes 
on him attendance, which the former Bill did not. ^ imposes 

1165. Formerly tliere was no specific time to which indexes were required to be 
made perfect tbs Bill requires that the indexes should, under any circumstauceT 
be made perfect up to certain days ; will not the necessity of so peS ng S 

regLtrerplVertbbJ^^^^^^^ responsibility of the^ 

.hirfn subject of the fees proposed in the schedule of 

th^ Bill since your last examination?-! have; and with the explanation whidr 
I have received from the Chairman, perhaps the fee of 2 s. 6 d. upon the denomi- 

® nations, 
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nations, is a fairer charge than the general payment of I 05 . suggested by the Law 

Society. 

1 167. Have you an office in Dublin r — I have. 20 June 1832. 

1168. Does it frequently occur that you have such a press of business in your 
office as to require you to employ persons not always employed in that office in 
copying deeds, and doing official business r — Constantly. 

1169. Do you ever find difficulty in Dublin in getting occasional clerks, on 
whose accuracy you can sufficiently confide, to copy deeds of great importance ? — 

No, there is a superabundance of them ; for every one you want you may have three 
or four. 

1 ] 70. Are they persons upon whom you may confide, so as to leave a deed 
entirely under their charge whilst they are copying it ? — I would not entrust a deed 
to all of those clerks, but I would to several of them,' or to the head of the 
scrivener office, who employs those clerks in copying the deeds, as he is responsible 
to me for the security of those deeds. 

1171. Do you ever get those clerks into your office?— Scarcely ever ; I find it 
better to send the deeds to a scrivener. 

1 1 72. A difficulty has been started on the part of the registrar to making up the 
indexes to certain days, that it may happen that such a press of business may be in 
the office that that may be impracticable ; do you anticipate that there would be 
any difficulty in the registrar being able to get in a sufficient number of competent 
and trustworthy clerks to execute the additional business that may come upon him, 
provided there be proper checks in the office for the due performance of its duties ? 

I do not think it would be difficult to get competent persons to make the indexes 

or to copy them, but the persons who were in the office, and upon whom he could 
rely, should compare them. 

1173. That comparison already takes place in reference to what has been done 
by the office clerks ; therefore the necessity of that comparison would be throwing 
no additional trouble upon the office ? — It would be throwing the additional trouble 
so far as the increased quantity of business. 

1 1 74. The business must be done under any circumstances ; for instance, if 
6,000 memorials are brought into the office in one year, all those memorials must 
be copied and compared at present ; but the difficulty is, that the whole of those 
6,000 may be brought into the o^ice at one period, and that the permanent 
establishment of the office may not be sufficient to get through that business within 
the prescribed time ; do you, as a professional man, anticipate any difficulty on the 
part of the registrar being able to execute the duty within the prescribed time ? — 

I do not conceive there would be any difficulty, so far as the copying of those 
memorials, and indexing them ; hut it might be difficult for the responsible people 
in the office to compare what was done within the prescribed time, and attend to 
the other business of the office. 

1175. In what point do you consider the nature of the responsibility of the 
registrar of deeds in Ireland ?— I consider that the office of registrar is one of the 
most important offices in Ireland, with respect both to the public and to the respon- 
sibility of the individual. 

George Moore, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

1 1 76. HAVE you any additions to your former evidence, or have you any sug- Gto. Moore, Esq. 

gestions to make as to the Bill now before the Houser— I have several. 

1177. Have you seen the suggestions made by the Law Society as to a general 
fee of lOs. for a common search, without reference to the number of names or 
denominations of lands which have to be searched after? — I have. 

1178. Do you approve of that?— Certainly not; it appears tome to be grounded 
on a principle having an unfair tendency, because its operation will put upon an 
equal footing searches of very unequal importance, labour and expense, the result of 
which must 'necessarily be that searches of this description relating to small proper- 
ties, in which of course the greater number of less wealthy persons are concerned, 
will bear the expense of the larger and more important searches in which extensive 
properties are concerned. This mode of charging is moreover liable to abuse in 
this, that, if established, it will be competent for any individual to include in one 
requisition as many searches on behalf of different persons, and relating to different 
properties, as he thinks proper, and to have the time of the office and its clerks 
occupied indefinitely at his discretion for a comparatively trifling fee. 

502. M2 1179. The 
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Gto. Moore, Esq. 



20 June 1832. 



1179. The Law Society have suggested that id. shall be substituted for the 
charge o( $d. in the charges for the additional names of grantors and denominations 
of lands.''— One penny I am sure will not pay near the actual official expense 
occasioned by those additional denominations and grantors, on an average of them 
taken together. 

J 1 80. You disapprove then of that suggestion ? — Certainly. 

1181. What would you understand by the charge mentioned in Schedule (B.), 
“ for every second certificate of registrar or special certificate of registrar, if the 
sum shall not exceed a folio of 70 words”? — 'Ihe charge upon a second certificate 
is a charge upon common certificate indorsed upon a second part of any registered 
deed ; that on a special certificate is a charge for a certificate not indorse'd on a 
deed, but a certificate given of a registered memorial, and which must specify such 
particulars of date, parties names and lands, as may be necessary to identify the 
certificate with the memorial registered. 

1182. Will you look to the charge at the lower part of the schedule, “For 

each copy of any memorial or certificate not exceeding three folios are the words, 
" including the search for any such memorial or certificate of the officer upon the 
^opy, requisite ? I should think not, nor do I think it expedient to retain them, 
for It does not appear to be very clear what searches are referred to, and it may 
give rise to differences. ^ 

1183. If a person requiring a copy of a particular memorial were to give a 
requisition for that, would the clerk in the office be allowed to charge anything 

for the search beyond the mere charge of the transcript of a memorial? No; 

where a particular numbered memorial is given, and a copy of it required, no charge 
is made in the office for the search, but only for the copy of the memorial. 

1184. Then it will not be requisite to introduce those words to guard against an 
additional charge for the search? — I think not. 

1185. Attending to produce any memorial in Dublin each day, the charge of 

lOJ. has been objected to, and 6 s. Sd. suggested by the Law Society? The 

charge of 6 8 d. may in most cases be a sufficient remuneration to the clerk for 

his attendance ; but there are some clerks who earn very nearly lo#. a day, and if 
such clerk should be kept an entire day attending with a memorial, he ought to 
receive as much as he would earn at any other business in the office. 

1 186. Supposing that on one trial, ten memorials were to be produced, would 

the clerk be allowed to make a separate charge for each memorial, or would all the 
ten be included in one charge ?— If they were required for the same party only one 
charge would be made. s: j j 



1187. Then there would be no objection to adding the words, “ Attending to 
produce any memorial or memorials in Dublin, in each cause ’ r— No. 

1188. Eight pence has also been suggested to be substituted for 1 per mile 
for travelling expenses ; do you see any objection to that?— If there is a day charge 
allowed to the clerk, commencing with the day he sets off from Dublin, and 
terminating with the day he returns, I think Zd. a mile will be sufficient for mere 
travelling expenses. 

1189. If he be allowed a special charge by the day, will not a mile be too 

much for the clerk; would not 6 d. a mile, as first suggested by the Law Society 
be preferable?— I should doubt that. ^ 

1190. What other suggestions have you to make to the Committee as to fees?— 

1 wouW suggest a change in these two items, “ To every person making searches 

in the office, each day, 1 s . ; and where such person shall also take any abstract or 
abstracts m the office, each day, i.?. 6 d." I recommend that the fee of 2s. 6 d. 
should be prescribed for every person making searches in the office each day, givinff 
such pers^ so making searches liberty to take what abstracts he pleases. 

1 ^ u would strike out the separate charge for making abstracts, and 

make the charge 2 s. 6 d. either for making searches or taking abstracts, or both? 

Yes; the subject of searches by the public was one that the Commissioners of 
Inquiry, on the investigation which led to their Twentieth Report, went very fully 
and particularly into, and the result of that investigation was a recommendation, 
which will be seen by the schedule, that this fee should be so retained. If there 
IS a separation of the fees, so as that one shall be prescribed merely for the search 
and the other for taking the abstracts, there is reason to apprehend that it may lead 
to occasional and frequent collisions between some individuals of the public and the 
office inasmuch as it may often be extremely difficult for the office to ascertain 
whether all those who have merely paid the search-fee do not also take abstracts 



without 
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without paying for them ; and an encouragement may thus be given for an inferior 
•class of clerks (that may be termed jobbing clerks) to establish themselves in the 
office as searchers, which would be injurious alike to the office, to the respectable 
part of the profession, and to the public. 

1192. What do you mean by jobbing searchers? — I mean those clerks who 
might thus for a small daily fee establish themselves on seats in the office for the 
purpose of doing the searching business, which the office itself would otherwise be 
called upon to do by its own clerks. 

1193. Then you anticipate that attornies would employ those jobbers to do the 
work at a cheaper rate than they would charge their clients as search fees ? — I think 
it not unlikely that in many cases they would find employment. 

1194. Have you any observations to make on Schedule (C.), the Day-book? — 
Yes ; I would suggest an alteration with respect to what is prescribed to be inserted 
in the sixth column of this schedule. I recommend that instead of such column, 
there should be three columns ; one for the first denomination of lands ; another 
for the county, city or town ; and another for the barony or parish, in like manner 
as in the indexes of parties names prescribed by this Act, inasmuch as those 
indexes will be most conveniently compiled from this day-book. 

1195. Will you go to Schedule (S.); in the form of the Abstract Book it has 
been suggested that the column headed “ Consideration, Rent, Renewal Fines, 
Term,” should be separated into four, each headed by, “ Money Consideration, 
Rent, Renewal Fine, and Term ; ” do you see any necessity for that alteration ? — 
If the alteration should be found practicable, in point of extent of surface, I cannot 
say that I see much objection to it ; but at the same time I am not very strongly 
impressed with the advantage of it. 

1196. Have you any suggestion to make as to the form of this book? — With 
respect to the last column, 1 have in my evidence stated an objection to requiring 
the officer to make such an extract as will impose upon him the duty of giving 
a legal construction, either of the nature of the instrument or of the meaning of the 
parties to it 

1197. Will not that he ascertained by the name by which the memorial shall 
describe itself? — Yes, if the heading of the column expressly confines it to that ; 
and with that view, I would, in the second column, under the head of the name of 
•the instrument, add these words, “ as given in the memorial ; ” and in the last 
column I would add these words, after the words “ absolute conveyance,” “ as 
stated in the memorial.” 

] 198. But suppose that the memorial states that it is the memorial of a deed to 
make an absolute conveyance of a property, whereas on the comparison of the me- 
morial with the deed it is evident that the object is only to convey a qualified pos- 
session, would you not be obliged, on the comparison, to see that the memorial 
stated really what the deed intended? — That is precisely the thing I object to; 
because that would impose upon the officer the duty of judging of the supposed 
qualification annexed to the estate. 

1199. If a registry be of value in the country, does not its value to the public 
depend upon stating truly that which is contained in the deed by which lands are 
affected ? — Its value must ; but I think the parties themselves should be left to their 
own responsibility as to the correctness of the memorial with reference to the deed ; 
and that if a party chooses to register that as a memorial which is not a memorial, 
he should not have the benefit of the registry. 

1 200. Then you accede to this, that if he states anything in his memorial which 
is not borne out by the deed, his memorial should not be registered ? — If there is 
a contradiction between his memorial and his deed, I should say so. 

1201. Does this Bill require anything more than that? — This Bill requires the 
officer to see whether or not there is a contradiction between the memorial and the 
deed, in one I’espect in which that contradiction might appear to be only in matter 
of law, and it is to that I object. 

1 202. But the value of registry is, that no man should state that which is untrue ; 
there may be various motives of fraud, and other motives, which may induce a party 
who has to register a deed to state that which is untrue. Is not the registrar the 
.proper person in whom should be placed the check against such an abuse of registry, 
or in what other hands could it be placed ? — If it be meant untrue as to a matter of 
fact, I agree with it ; but if you mean a true construction of a statement of law, 
any objection remains as strong as ever. 

1203. Is not the construction of the legal question a matter of fact; because, if 

.592. M3 a memorial 
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a memorial would show that A. the vendor has an absolute power to make a con- 
veyance, whereas the deed of which the memorial purports to be a memorial only 
gives him a qualified power of making that sale, does it not then become a matter 
of fact, out of the legal construction, whether A. has or has not the absolute power 
of making the conveyance ? — Not so in all cases; it may be so where no question 
could by possibility be raised as to the legal construction, then the risk becomes 
a mere matter of comparison; but if a memorial describes a certain deed to be an 
absolute convepnce, which upon reference to the entire contents of the deed it may 
be contended is a mortgage (and such questions have frequently arisen), then the 
registrar cannot execute this duty without exercising what I may call a quasi 
judicial function, in putting a construction upon the deed, and giving his opinion in 
the question, whether or not the memorial describing it as a conveyance gives a 
correct legal description of the deed. 

1204. A deed of mortgage would have certain words contained in it, which 
should show that deed to be a mortgager — Not always so. 

1205. Then that deed of mortgage, though a deed of mortgage, would be de- 
scribed as a deed of sale to grant absolute possession ; because, if there was any 
qualified possession contained, such as power of redemption, then the registrar 
would not be obliged to describe it as an absolute sale ; if the deed contained no 
such words as qualified possession, the registrar would be justified in entering it as 
a deed of absolute sale ? — If the memorial recites a deed as a deed of absolute con- 
veyance, and upon reference to the deed there is no clause of redemption, then 
I think the registrar ought to be safe in calling it an absolute conveyance. 

1 206. Though in point of fact a court of law or a court of equity might after- 
wards adjudge it to be a deed of mortgage! — Ye.s. 

1 207. Would the registrar still be justified in calling it a deed of absolute sale ? — ■ 
I think he ought to be so. 

1 208. Will you be kind enough to give the Committee any suggestions that you 
think proper for the improvement of this Bill ?— With the permission of the Com- 
mittee, I will give in a few suggestions in writing, with the grounds of them. 

1 209. What was your situation, between the death of Lord Kilwarden and 
the appointment by the Lords of the Treasury, as to salary or allowance? — The 
9 Geo. 4. gave me a legal continuance in the office as held under Lord Kil- 
warden until I should be removed from it by the Lords of the Treasury, and 
I stood during that time upon the same footing that I did under Lord Kilwarden. 

occasion for any further provision than that Act had 
made during that interval between the death of Lord Kilwarden and your appoint- 
ment' No ; the perfonnance of the duties of the office, under that provision in 
the Act, went on precisely as before. 

1211. M’as there any circumstance to lead you to think that the allowance 
referred to in the instrument of appointment which was executed to you by the 
Lords of the Treasury was a provisional allowance, or anything else than the salary 
of 1,500/. a year referred to in Mr. Goulburn’s letter? — Certainly, not a provisional 
allowance ; there was no provisional arrangement necessary. I have already stated 
that official communications had taken place between Mr. Goulbum and me on the 
subject of the official establishment of the office, before I left London in July 1 830 
and before the date of the first Treasury minute ; and when I received Mr.' Goul- 
bum’s letter, containing an offer of the office, accompanied by a statement that the 
salary had been fixed at 1,500/. a year, I looked upon that as a settlement of 
what had been heretofore unsettled, namely, the amount of the salary to be given 
to the registrar. I conceived that statement to have been necessarily made by 
Mr. Goulburn, who conveyed the offer, because without it 1 had no guide to decide 
me whether 1 should accept the office or not. 

1212. You considered Mr. Goulburn’s letter as settling definitively the salary of 
the office at 1,500/. a year ?— I certainly did ; I had every reason to do so, accom- 
panied as It was by a communication from him that he was commissioned by the 
Duke of Wellmgton, then First Lord of the Treasury, to make that com- 
munication. 

1213. \ou had, under the Act of 9 Geo. 4, an option either to require com- 
pensation or to accept an appointment under the new establishment of the office'— 
Ihe 9 Geo. 4, which gave the Lords of the Treasury a power to remove the 

‘hem a power to grant just and reasonable compensation, 
which 1 believe has always been considered to give officers so removed a title to 
compensation. 

1214. Had 
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1214. Had you taken compensation at that time, to what sum per annum could 
you have had a fair claim ? — I think I have already stated to the Committee that 
my proportion of the emoluments of the office for some years previous amounted to 
between 1,200?. and 1,300?. 

12 15. Had compensation been given to you at that time on the usual terras on 
which compensations are given, what should you have expected to have been your 
compensation, if you had not any duty to perform ? — If compensation had been 
given to me on the principle laid down with respect to superannuation allowance, 

I should have been entitled (having been upwards of 30 years in the office) to two- 
thirds of my salary or allowance at the time, that is, to upwards of 800?. a year, 
without duties to perform. 

1216. You were then determined by Mr. Goulburn’s letter in accepting the 
appointment to the office, with all its duties and emoluments, rather than look to 
any claim of compensation? — I was, decidedly; because, if Mr. Goulburn’s letter 
had stated to me that the salary had been fixed at 1,200 ?. a year, and that I had: 
the option of taking that or 800 /. a year without duties, unquestionably I should 
have preferred the compensation. 

1217. Were there any circumstances attending the office itself that would have 
prevented your accepting it upon a salary either dependent on the mere will and 
pleasure of the Lords of the Treasury or reducible at their will and pleasure ? — 
Certainly. It must occur to the Committee, who are already acquainted with the 
responsibility of the office and with the extent of security to be given by the regis- 
trar, that no man would have accepted an office of such responsibility, and put him- 
self under obligation to his friends to provide such security, with a salary liable to 
be reduced, or with a salary not named, but to be thereafter fixed at the pleasure 
of any other persons whatever. 

1218. Can you refer to any written document showing that you understood that 
the Treasury minute of July, giving the salary of 1,500?., had been perfected and 
completed at the time of your appointment? — I can refer to a letter I wrote to 
Mr. Goulburn after receiving the copy of the first Treasury minute in August 1 830, 
to show that I had at that time not a doubt upon my mind that the first Treasury 
minute, I mean the one giving 1,500?. a year, was a complete and valid Treasury 
minute at the time. 

1219. Will you state that letter, and the expression in it? — I must beg leave to 
state that before I had received a copy of this Treasury minute, and after Mr. 
Goulburn’s letter conveying the offer of the appointment, which I had answered by 
accepting it, I wrote to him to request he would have a copy of the Treasury minute 
to which he had referred sent to me, and before I could receive an answer to that 
letter, the copy of the first Treasury minute (that which I had received accompanied 
by Mr. Dawson’s letter of the 6th of August,) had reached me. Now shortly 
after I had thus received it, I wrote this letter to Mr. Goulburn : 

My dear Mr. Goulburn, “ Dublin, August 17, 1830. 

“ Two days after I wrote to you, the Treasury minute reached me j it 
adopts expressly the recommendation of the Commissioners of Inquiry as to 
the appointment of registrar and assistant registrar ; and as the Commissioners 
recommend that the assistant registrar shall be nominated by the registrar (on 
the obvious principle of the latter being responsible for the acts of the former,) 
though his appointment be derived from the Treasury, I shall consider myself 
empowered so to arrange the appointment of that officer and the chief clerk 
as to effectuate the retaining in employment my present assistants. On the 
same principle, I of course shall have the nomination of all the clerks ; indeed 
it could not be otherwise. The minute is silent however on many points that, 
in my opinion, there should be specific regulation upon, and of which I could 
easily satisfy you on a fuller communication ; so strongly am I impressed with 
this, that it is my intention to seek an interview with you without loss of time, 
and for that purpose, to leave this for London either the latter end of this 
or the beginning of next week. If you shall concur with me in the views 
I mean to present to you, I take it for granted there will be no difficulty in 
having an additional Treasury minute, not to vary anything done in the pre- 
sent one, but to make further regulations. 

Yours, &c. George Moore.'* 

1220. Did it occur to you at all, or had you the least apprehension that what 
was stated to you as having received the sanction of the Chancellor of the Exche- 
quer and the First Lord of the Treasury, as expressed by the letter of Mr. Goul- 
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burn in July, that would be subsequently varied by the Treasury Board' — It never 
occurred to me for a moment that the Board of Treasury could or would subse- 
quemly vary what had received the sanction of the First Lord of the Treasuiy and 
the Chancellor of the Exchequer. ^ 

1231 . Then you acted upon the implicit faith of the first Treasury minute, 
giving you 1.500 ? — I did throughout, from the time of its first communication 
to me until the first week of October, when, as I have already stated, I received the 
first intimation of the intended reduction. All the communications I had held 
with Mr. Goulburn previously, in the months of August and September, related 
solely to the suggestions propounded in my letter of the 17th Auo-ust. 

1222. Your decision, and your whole conduct in respect of the^office, was based 
and founded upon that supposition? — It certainly was. 

1223. Under the provision of the present Bill, will not the clause requiring the 
comparison of the memorial with the deed be introductory of a new duty ; one 
requiring great accuracy and legal knowledge in the discharge of it, and involving 
great responsibility in the consequences of neglect? — It certainly will; because' 
that clause extends very considerably beyond the limits prescribed by the Act of 
Anne, in the particulars of comparison between the deed and memorial in several 
respects, which I have already stated in reference to the proposed enlargement of 
the abstract book ; and if the heading of the last column be retained as it is, and 
the particulars therein referred to have to be examined as they are stated in the 
memorial, and compared with the corresponding statement in the deed, occasions, 
may arise to require the application of legal knowledge. 



Veneris, 15 * die Junii, 1832 . 

Peirce Mahony, Esq. called in ; and Examined. 

1224. ARE you a member of the Law Society in Dublin ?— Yes, I am, and also’ 
of the Law Club. 

1 225. Are you acquainted with the Registry-office in Dublin, and with the mode 
of conducting business in it? — Yes, and for some years I have been so acquainted. 

op'tt'on as to the nature and responsibility of this office ? — 
1 think the office of Registrar of Deeds is one of the most important offices con- 
nected with the administration, 1 might say, of law, but certainly the protection 
of property m Ireland, under the registry system ; and I consider it, as a public 
office, quite equal to that of a Master in Chancery, both in point of responsibility 
to the public, and as requiring character, skill and industry to discharge the im- 
portant duties assigned to it. In fact, my opinion is, that titles to the landed pro- 
perty of Ireland depend upon the due execution of this office, and which it is now 
proposed most usefully and necessarily to regulate. 

1227. Are you not aware of other official situations in Ireland, the duties of 
which, and the responsibility of which, at all approximate to that of Re<^istrar of 
Deeds?— Yes; with a view to the attendance required by the Bill now in progress, 
and referred to this Committee, and the general attention to the an-angements of 
the office, I might assimilate it to the prothonotaries of the Courts of King’s Bench 
and Common Pleas, and the Clerk of the Pleas of the Court of Exchequer: the 
time of attendance required from those officers is similar to that which it is pro- 
posed to require from the Registrar of Deeds. They have the general superin- 
tendence, and, as well as I can recollect at this moment, they have, with the excep- 
tion of the clerk of the rules in each court, the appointment of the officers 
employed under them, but they have likewise the responsibility of keeping the 
records of their respective courts, just as the registrar has the responsibility of keeping 
the memorials and other records of his office. The salaries for those officers werl 
fixed, each at 1,500/. a year Irish, which sum is not, in my opinion, more than 
the necessary payment for persons to whom such trusts are confided. However 
1 consider that the office of registrar is more important, taking into account the 
public trust reposed in him. He has, in the first instance, a greater responsibility, 
and IS liable for the acts of those under him to actions which may be brouo-ht 
by the public for any even casual neglect. The number of persons under 
the registry s direction is also greater than in the law courts, and errors on 
their part (pyticularly subordinate clerks) make him personally responsible. For 
the sake of the public, and solely with that view, I should seek at all times ta. 

have 
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have this office filled only by persons in whom the mass of the landed proprietors 
of Ireland could from his character and acquirements confide ; and I, so far 
from suggesting any reduction of the salary proposed in Schedule (A.) to this 
Bill, I should suggest a considerable increase, but to that increase I should 
attach (for the benefit of the public) security beyond that proposed in page 2, 
line 39, namely 10,000/. 1 should require that the registrar should give at 

least 20,000/. security by recognizance, proving that such recognizance, either 
by himself or sureties, would be at all times bona fide and available to the public. 
I should likewise require of the registrar a rigid personal attention to his duties at 
the public office, and that during stated hours he should be accessible to the public 
at that office. I should likewise, with the same view, require that the four officers 
named in the Bill, Schedule (A.) should each give security by recognizance for the 
due discharge of their duties ; and, instead of taking it at a scale of 2,000/. for 
the assistant registrars only, I should suggest 5,000 /. for the first assistant, 4,000 /. 
for the second; 3,000/. for the first clerk, 2,000/. each for the second and third 
clerks, and 1,000/. for the fourth clerk, considering that it is intended by this Bill 
to assign to them special duties, for the discharge of which each of them should 
be responsible ; and if the Bill finally gives the patronage of those five offices, 
independently of the registrar, to the Crown, 1 think it would be only just 
to the registrar, who will be thus forced to confide in persons nominated to 
him, and with whom he may be totally unacquainted, that they shopld give 
some security, and more particularly the two first, (namely, the first and second 
assistant registrars) whose acts it is proposed he shall be bound by ; but to 
this system of government patronage \ am decidedly opposed. I consider that, 
taking the responsibility of the registrar into account, and the necessity which 
exists of having all the officers acting cordially together, that the patronage should 
dwell with the head of the office ; that head being selected by the Crown. It is 
so with the prothonotaries and clerk of the pleas of the three law courts, and like- 
wise with each of the masters ; but whether appointed by the Crown or theRegistrar, 
I should seek to control their appointment of those officers, by establishing by this 
Act a qualification for them, for they should be persons of professional experience, 
and therefore I should suggest, that practising either at the bar or as attornies for 
six years preceding their appointment, should be required for the assistant registrar 
and second registrar : I should likewise require that the three clerks should have 
been admitted as attornies, because of the summary control which the courts have 
over their conduct, provided their official acts should be declared, as may be readily 
done, to render them liable to such jurisdiction. Upon the question of the salaries 
of the inferior officers 1 have referred to, I should (with the exception of the first 
assistant) say, that they are below what they ought to be. I think the first assist- 
ant’s salary, 700/. a year, is quite sufficient, but not too much. With respect to 
the second assistant’s, I know no reason for a difference in salary between these two 
officers, because as the registry has advanced, the necessity for establishing those 
two officers with concurrent authority has been manifested ; and every day’s 
experience proves, that as subdivision of landed pi’operty in Ireland increases, so 
the registry department and the duties of those employed in it becomes more 
laborious ; in short, it became necessary to increase their number, with a view to 
the discharge of the public business and on account of the increase, providing for 
the casualties of health, and so forth, amongst those employed, which could not be 
otherwise provided for than by having two or three persons authorized to dischari^e 
similar duties. 

1228. Can you state what is the salary of a Master in Chancery? — I think the 
Masters in Chancery have now 3,000/. ayearirish; but in 1823, when the com- 
pensation for fees abolished for suitor's fund, and other sources of emolument were 
taken into account, it was about 3,700/. Irish ; but I understand, on the appoint- 
ment of Master Goond a few months since, that some intended reduction of salary 
was intimated, if it has not taken effect, by which it is to be reduced either to 
2,500/. British or 2,000/. British; but I have no certain information on this 
point. 

1 229. What is the salary of the Chief Remembrancer, and what are the salaries 
of the prothonotaries to whom you have referred ? — The Chief Remembrancer’s is 
3,000 /. Irish, with an allowance of 50 /. for a robe of state ; the prothonotaries and 
the clerk of the pleas each receive 1,500 /. a year Irish. 

1230. Have tliose officers any power of absenting themselves from their offices? 
—Not without leave. 

592- N 1231. What 
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1231. What are their hours of official attendance? — They are understood to be 
from ten until four ; but I believe, in practice, that they are from eleven until 
three. 

1232. Has it ever occurred to you to refer to either of those prothonotaries, 
or to the Chief Remembrancer, and not to be able to find him in his office? — 
Frequently. 

1233. Then their attendance in their office is not continual ? — The Chief Re- 
membrancer's is not daily, neither are the Masters daily, except in term. 

1234. Are you aware of a power of absenting himself from his office which is 
claimed by the Registrar of Deeds in Ireland? — Yes ; I have heard that before the 
appointment of Mr. Moore as registrar, it was a patent office, discharged through 
him as deputy, and the right so to discharge the duties was not merely claimed but 
asserted : 1 may add, that I never saw Lord Kilwarden, the late registrar of deeds 
in Ireland, ever by accident at the registry office. 

1235. Is it desirable that the head of so important an office as this should have 
a power of absenting himself when he pleases from attendance at the office? — 
Certainly not. I consider it indispensably necessary that the registrar should be in 
attendance at his office, discharging the duties of it personally : I consider that his 
doing so, with even reference to his own responsibility, must be to him, as a prudent 
man, essential ; and I likewise consider that it ought to be an object of the first 
importance to the public to secure such an attendance, as, considering the great 
number of persons employed under his direction, it is absolutely necessary that he 
should be on the spot to control and govern them. 

1236. Has it ever occurred to you in frequenting the registry, that you had 
occasion to refer to the registrar himself in cases of doubt, or where you had com- 
plaints to make against the assistants ? — For a number of years I have not attended 
personally to that part of my business; but I know from the reports made tome by 
those who are in my employment, as well from my partner and brother, that such 
occasions have arisen ; yet I must, in justice to Mr. Moore, add, that upon those 
reported occasions, I have always found that he has, while registrar, and formerly 
when deputy registrar, attended and given every facility which he was warranted 
in giving. Particular cases have occurred w’ithin the last two years, in which 
my brother and myself have had to make the heaviest, the most extensive, and 
the most important searches which have ever been made within the same period 
in that office; and with reference to them, those facilities were given in one case to 
such an extent, that it was quite plain that we saved over 2,000/. upon one search 
alone, though our right to make them, as we did ultimately, appeared at first to have 
been doubtful. 

1237. The Bill now before the House has rescinded that Treasury Minute by 
which the registrar has a power of absenting himself, and it has placed the direction, 
management and Superintendence of all departments in the office upon the registrar, 
as his duty ; and has also required that the registrar shall perform the duties of his 
office in person. Do you think that that clause sufficiently guards the public against 
the non-attendance of the registrar, considering the summary power of complaint 
for neglect which is given in a subsequent part of the Bill ? — I do ; but I here think 
right to state, that considering the constant attendance required, and also the pro- 
fessional station which Mr. Moore holds, and hoping that all persons who may 
hold this important office will be of the same class, I consider that the salary 
assigned in Schedule (A.) to this Bill is insufficient; because, with reference to 
Mr. Moore individually, 1 should have estimated his professional emoluments at 
a larger sum, and at all events, it is less than any gentleman in his station at the 
bar, or of eminence in my own profession, would accept upon the proposed con- 
ditions. And upon the general question of salary for professional services to the 
public, I think it is anything but true economy on the part of the public to reduce 
the amount below what the public, through individual payments, are willing to con- 
tribute for the exercise of the same talents. 

1 238. Do you think that the rescinding of the Treasury Minute, and the words 
of that clause, will materially interfere with Mr. Moore’s power of carrying on his 
profession r — It will entirely shut him out of professional practice. It is proposed 
that the hours of his attendance shall be from ten until four ; those are the hours 
in which professional duties are discharged, and consequently if he is to be accessible 
to the public in a room at the register-office, he cannot do even what is called 
“ chamber business,” on account of the interruptions to which he will be subject, 
not merely from constant reference to him on the part of the public, but by the per- 
formance 
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formance of the duties assigned to him, namely, the direction, management and 
superintendence of all departments of the office. 

1239. conceive that under that clause as it at present stands, if any per- 
son whatever shall think proper to require to see the registrar himself, either to 
make complaint or to give special directions, he would have power to do so? — 
Certainly. 

1240. If it shall happen that the registrar shall be absent when a person so 
wishes to make a complaint to him, will he not have a power to complain to one of 
the superior courts of law, and to seek either to find the registrar or to obtain 
compensation if he shall have sustained any injury or any loss of time by the 
absence of the registrar ? — Certainly, either at law or in equity. 

1241. Are you aware of any official situation which is subject to so summary a 
power as being obliged to give compensation, or to be fined by a judge, as now 
proposed by the Bill? — No, I am not ; this clause is much fuller in its details 
and better drawn out for its objects than those in the Bills for the regulation of 
the law courts; but I think there is a summary remedy for complaints given against 
the officers of the courts on appeal to their respective judges. 

1242. Would not that in the cases you have just mentioned be a consequence, 
they being officers of the court, that the court should have the same control over 
those officers, whereas in the present instance the registrar is under no particular 
office, to which office a special power to fine or to give compensation is given ? — 
Certainly, it is most important that it should be so. With respect to the officers of 
the court, they are, as officers, liable to the attachment of the court to which they 
belong, and they cannot be relieved from that attachment except at the discretion 
of the court, which is always exercised with a view to obtain justice in a summary 
way for the party aggrieved. 

1243. Considering the responsibility of this office, and the attention which will 
be required to the duties to be performed and its general importance, what is the 
lowest salary which you would think it desirable to propose to give to the head of 
the office? — I should give the Registrar of Deeds 2,000^. a year, considering the 
affair, in point of responsibility, qualification and duty, fully equal to that of a Mas- 
ter in Chancery, or the Chief Remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer, and 
superior to that of a prothonotary or the clerk of the pleas. 

1 244. What holidays or power of absenting himself has the Chief Remembrancer? 
— He can at any time absent himself, with the permission of the Chief Baron of 
the Court, but without his authority he cannot absent himself from Dublin ; but 
he is not compellable to attend at his office daily ; he is only liable, generally, for 
the discharge of his duties. 

1245. Are you aware of any regulations which the Chief Remembrancer has 
been allowed to make as to his official attendance or non-official attendance on par- 
ticular days ? — No, I am not aware of such regulations. 

1246. Have you any suggestion to make to the Committee with respect to any 
of the clauses in the proposed Act of Parliament ? — I should like to suggest, with 
respect to the present mode of using the books, that one of the persons in the 
Schedule (A.) to this Bill, should be always present when the common index books 
are used, and that no person should be allowed to have access to the original memo- 
rials, except in the presence of one of those officers. Then with respect to the 
clause in this Bill, page 1 0, which says that no books containing entries of mort- 
gages shall be kept in the office for the use of bankers and others, I should suggest, 
that so far from such a declaration being made by the Legislature, the very reverse 
of it should be enacted, and that a separate day-book should be kept for the entry 
of mortgages and annuity deeds, which entries should be open to all persons who 
thought fit to search them. I do not propose to give bankers or merchants any 
peculiar or exclusive information, but to allow them ready access and reference to 
the record of such transactions, and this I consider absolutely necessary, with a 
view to check fictitious credit, and to prevent fraud upon bankers and merchants 
and others who deal in personal securities, with the knowledge, however, that the 
parties have real property, and they cannot, unless such a book be kept, obtain the 
required information, without increased expense, much labour and difficulty. The 
expense of keeping such a book must be very inconsiderable, while its advantages 
to the commercial community (particularly to bankers) would be very great indeed. 
I should suggest, as to the form of memorials in page 12, that with a view to uni- 
formity, under the powers given to the Lords of the Treasury, a direction should 
be given to the Stamp-office, that the stamp impressed should be accompanied by 
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a skeleton of the memorial, which may afford the necessary information as to what 
its contents should be, in order to comply with the provisions of this Bill ; and if 
this suggestion is attended to, I expect, in a short time, such an uniformity of 
system will be established as to make the registry system perfect. This plan has 
been adopted in respect to memorials for the assignment of judgments, the form of 
which is prescribed by statute ; and without it, I consider that such registries would 
have been found extremely imperfect. With respect to the clause in page 14, 
I should suggest, that the memorial should contain not merely the county and 
barony and so forth, but the consideration (if any) paid or expressed in the deed ; 
but I consider that, until the Ordnance survey of Ireland is completed, it will be 
almost impossible to adhere to the letter of this proposed enactment. Townlands are 
frequently found to extend into two parishes, and the difficulty which will arise in 
departing from descriptions given in existing deeds, and going into the minute 
description which is here required, will in some degree increase the difficulty always 
attendant on making out titles, and in showing what I might term “ the pedigree of 
the several parcels.” 

1 247. Are you aware that that clause is restricted to cases in which the memorial 
shall state the barony and county and parish, if they are stated in the deed of 
which it purports to be a memorial, but not otherwise? — Yes, I perceive that 
amendment. With respect to registering, as the main object is to prevent fraud 
by giving full and distinct notice of the dealing between the parties to the public, 
I think it only right to suggest that something approaching to the Scotch plan, 
which is, the registry of the whole deed, should be adopted ; at all events, that 
leasing powers in family settlements should set forth at length in the memorials, 
so as to give notice to tenants of the powers of their landlords, and thus to prevent 
their relying upon imperfect powers \ and I have in my professional experience 
known great frauds (probably unintentional) committed by granting leases which 
the parties making them were not empowered to do. With respect to tenancy for 
life, I think it would be fair to the public, that where the settlement so restricted 
the estate of the party in possession, that it should be distinctly stated in the 
memorial, and also that family charges and schedule incumbrances (which have in 
law the operation of mortgages) should be likewise set out ; and so should powers 
of revocation and jointure, because the parties, particularly those interested in 
family charges, being younger children (unborn at the time) and widows, have 
scarcely ever the possession of the deed or deeds under which their rights accrue ; 
and for their protection, as well as for the purpose of notice to those who dealt with 
the inheritors, their rights should be set out in the memorial. With respect to 
Schedule (D.) “ the form of the abstract book,” as a substitution for the sixth 
column, “ consideration, rent, renewal fines and term,” together, I should propose 
four columns ; the money consideration paid, the rent reserved, the renewal tine, 
and the term, each in distinct columns. 

1248. Have you spoken with many members of your profession respecting this 
Bill? — With a great number of them. I believe that my sentiments respecting 
this Bill are those of the body at large. 

1249. Do you think that this Bill will be, generally, an improvement on the 
present system of conducting office business? — Decidedly ; not merely necessary, 
but essential ; and if it was only for the sake of one clause in it alone, that is, the 
substituting a new form of query for the existing one under the statute of Anne, 
I consider that it is indispensably necessary ; because as the form under the statute 
of Anne stands, unless the requisition to the registrar is made in the precise terms 
of that Act, he is not responsible for any omission in the search, and no action 
could be maintained against him for such mistake under that Act, whether it arose 
from negligence, or was wilful, even though he was paid for his negative search 
upon which the purchaser advanced his money. This part of the subject was 
taken up by my profession in 1823, when resolutions and representations w’ere 
entered into by them, and more particularly by a committee chosen by them, of 
which I was a member. 
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